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Report to the 

Oregon Education Investment Board 

 

Executive Summary 

The Youth Development Council (YDC) was established in 2012 “…for the purpose of 

assisting the [Oregon Education Investment] board in overseeing a unified system that 

provides services to school-age children through youth 20 years of age in a manner that 

supports academic success, reduces criminal involvement and is integrated, measurable 

and accountable.”  To accomplish this goal, the Youth Development Council has been 

given statutory authority to do the following: 

 Prioritize funding for prevention and intervention services related to gang violence 

and gang involvement 

 Determine the means by which services to children and youth may be provided 

effectively and efficiently across multiple programs to improve the academic and 

social outcomes of children and youth 

 Assess state programs and services related to youth development and training, and 

identify methods by which programs and services may be coordinated or 

consolidated 

 Establish common academic and social indicators to support attainment of goals 

established by the Oregon Education Investment Board 

 Establish common program outcome measurements and coordinate data collection 

across multiple programs and services 

 Ensure implementation of best practices that are evidence based; are culturally, 

gender and age appropriate; address individual risk factors; build upon factors that 

increase the health and well-being of children and youth; and include tribal best 

practices 

 

This report is a preliminary step in the implementation of the work of the YDC. Included 

within is an overview of the current programs and services serving youth in state 

government in Oregon. Funding sources and levels are outlined, as well as program 

models and outcomes. In addition, preliminary recommendations are made on common 

goals, strategies and outcome measures for youth programs and services, and how these 

programs and services can align with the educational and vocational goals of the Oregon 

Education Investment Board. 

As the Oregon Education Investment Board, the Early Learning Council, the K-12 

Education System, and the Post-Secondary Education system continue to focus on 

improving educational outcomes and increasing academic and vocational success, it is 

important to acknowledge that there are youth and families facing significant issues that 

create barriers to learning and thus barriers to that same academic and vocational success. 

These barriers come in many different forms, but often exist outside of the formal 

education setting. As a result, success – academically and vocationally – for many youth 

depends on factors not impacted by instructional or administrative academic policies. 
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Because these barriers exist outside of the academic setting, but strongly impact 

academic success, there needs to be a coordinated effort to address the barriers in order 

for at-risk youth to thrive.  

As a part of the Education Investment system, the Youth Development Council is able to 

focus on the programs, services and supports necessary for the youth at risk of failing in 

the education system due to the various barriers they may face in the course of their 

development. Focusing on the goals of academic and vocational success for at-risk youth, 

the Youth Development Council can work to ensure that there are programs and services 

to break down barriers to learning and vocational success, that at-risk youth are 

connected to the programs and services, and that the system is operating in a unified 

manner. 

To achieve these goals the following strategies have been developed as initial 

benchmarks for the work of the Youth Development Council.  

 

Goal: Academic and vocational success for at-risk youth by eliminating barriers to 

academic and vocational learning through the implementation of evidence-based 

best practices that are culturally, gender and age appropriate. 

Strategy 1: Identify and Assess Barriers to Learning and Vocational Success 

Strategy 2: Establish Common Goals, Outcomes and Measurements for Programs and 

Services that are Addressing Barriers to Learning and Vocational Success  

Strategy 3: Inventory and Fill Gaps in Existing Programs and Services Targeted at 

Barriers to Learning and Vocational Success 

Strategy 4: Develop a Service Delivery Mechanism to Identify At-Risk Youth and Connect 

Them with the Appropriate Services in Communities 

 

Strategy 5: Develop a Youth Internship Enterprise to Provide a Range of Supports for 

Students, Parents and Community Members   
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Purpose and Goal 

Oregon’s Youth Development Council was created within the larger Education Investment 

System, which emphasizes that the right results-based investments in families and youth are 

critically important in preparing Oregon’s young people to succeed in work and life. But for 

many of Oregon’s children and youth, there are factors outside of schools and classrooms that 

significantly impact their readiness to learn and their student success. These factors affect their 

health, safety, economic stability, food security and overall well-being; and regardless of the 

improvements made in the classroom, problems related to these external factors will have 

negative impacts, creating substantial barriers to learning.  

 

The larger goal of the Youth Development Council is the academic and vocational success 

of youth by eliminating barriers to academic and vocational learning through the 

implementation of evidence-based best practices that are culturally, gender and age 

appropriate. 
 

Strategy 1: Identify and Assess Barriers to Learning and Vocational Success 

Research shows that there exists a wide range of learners in all schools and that education 

systems must be designed to provide equal opportunities to the entire spectrum of 

students.  In the Rebuilding for Learning initiative (Appendix II), Howard Adelman and 

Linda Taylor show through research, that a range of learners exist who have 

differentiated responses to academic instruction based on motivation and ability. Those 

with lower motivation and positive reaction to instruction often face significant barriers 

to learning that are the result of factors that exist outside the classroom and school 

setting. These barriers are both internal, including physical and mental health, as well as 

external, e.g. economic deprivation, violence, and drugs. In order to support the academic 

and vocational success of youth who are encountering barriers to the learning process, it 

is first critical to identify what barriers or other factors are interfering with engagement in 

the classroom. Once these barriers to learning have been identified, appropriate tools can 

be applied to address the issues and help students re-engage in classroom settings.  

An important initial step in the work of the Youth Development Council will be to build 

an understanding of what types of barriers to learning exist for youth within the State of 

Oregon, and then begin to identify indicators to measure their baseline status and assess 

progress over time.  

Strategy 2: Establish Common Goals, Outcomes and Measurements for 

Addressing Barriers to Learning and Vocational Success  

While there are many programs and services to address barriers to learning and 

vocational success in state government, it is unclear if there are common goals, outcomes 

and measurements to gauge progress on a macro level. While it is unrealistic to imagine 

that a single program, agency, or government level will be able to address all issues 

facing youth independently, it is realistic for the various stakeholders to act in concert in 

setting targets and selecting measurement tools. This coordination and integration will 
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ensure that limited funds are utilized more effectively, and that progress at the macro 

level can be assessed based on the evaluation of individual efforts.  

The Forum for Youth Investment is recognized as a national leader in policies that can be 

implemented by state youth boards and agencies in order to promote readiness for college 

work and life. Steering a Course Toward Effective Youth Policies: Dashboards For 

Youth (Appendix III) by Thaddeus Ferber and Karen Pittman with Tara Marshall, is a 

summary of the Ready by 21 initiative produced by the Forum for Youth Investment. The 

framework outlined in Ready by 21 demonstrates a model whereby indicators for children 

and youth success can be identified, baselines determined, goals set, and outcomes and 

measurements established for measurement across organizations and programs. The 

Forum for Youth Investment has also implemented a series of Credentialed by 26 policy 

roundtables to help state leaders examine the programs, services and regulations 

embedded in the full range of public systems that influence postsecondary attainment.  

The Youth Development Council will work with stakeholders and partner organizations 

to facilitate the development of a measurement dashboard for youth learning and 

vocational barriers. Once barriers are identified, they can be mapped out and measured, 

goals can be determined, and common outcomes and measures can be agreed upon. 

Using the indicator dashboard that is developed, state agencies providing services to 

youth can continue to operate in their own programmatic venues, but will do so as part of 

a larger and cooperative effort to improve learning and vocational success.  

Strategy 3: Inventory Gaps in Existing Programs and Services Targeted at 

Barriers to Learning and Vocational Success 

As the Youth Development Council and its partners and stakeholders identify new 

barriers to learning and vocational success, integrate the indicators into the dashboard, 

and determine goals and outcomes for the measure, work can begin on assessing whether 

or not supports exist to address each barrier. The programs and services that do exist may 

be sourced within a community, provided by not-for-profit organizations, government 

programs or schools themselves, but to be assured that the supports exist, a 

comprehensive analysis is needed.  

Identifying the existing programs and services in state government enables the Youth 

Development Council to assess the evidence-based best practice nature of the 

investments and offer recommended programs and services when gaps appear. The YDC 

research and policy responsibilities naturally dovetail with the council’s leadership role in 

working with service providers to assess programs and develop common goals and 

measurements. As research and evidence emerges and new programs are developed, the 

Youth Development Council will be able to determine if changes or additions need to be 

made in service delivery in Oregon.   

Combinations of barriers will differ based on conditions unique to each youth population, 

as well as age/gender/cultural/tribal characteristics that require different sets of services. 

The Youth Development Council will work with stakeholders and service providers to 

select the appropriate programming to meet the needs of youth from across state 

government. The Harlem Children’s Zone has been widely recognized as a leader in 

working with youth to improve academic and vocational success. As a part of their work 

the leadership of the organization created and published The Cradle through College 
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Pipeline: Supporting Children's Development through Evidence-Based Practices 

(Appendix IV). This document not only reviews the programs that have been successful 

within New York City, but also is a clearinghouse of successful evidence based program 

from across the United States.  

Strategy 4: Develop a Service Delivery Mechanism to Identify At-Risk Youth 

and Connect Them with Appropriate Services 

Identifying youth in need and providing them with access to programs and services is of 

critical importance. Disconnect between the youth in need of services and youth with 

access to services is pervasive in many parts of Oregon. Improvements in programs and 

services will only be as effective as the service delivery mechanisms put in place and the 

ability to identify the youth in need. There are many competing service deliver models 

but most successful models are often founded in communities and often wrapped around 

education centers.  

The Rebuilding for Learning initiative (Appendix II), Howard Adelman and Linda 

Taylor, presents a framework to provide a comprehensive system of learning supports. 

This framework presents a model for integrating barrier reduction into academic 

environments and supporting at-risk youth in their educational development. The 

Coalition for Community Schools (Appendix III) published Community Schools: 

Promoting Student Success, A Rational and Results Framework that presents a 

framework for student success through school based services and supports to youth and 

families.  

Developing the right service delivery model for Oregon’s at-risk youth is essential to the 

success of the charge of the Youth Development Council. As the work moves forward the 

council needs to determine the best approach to service delivery based on the unique 

conditions faced by each community across the state.  

Strategy 5:  Develop a Youth Internship Enterprise to Provide a Range of 

Supports for Students, Parents and Community Members 

Students are in need of information that is easily attainable and gives them access to 

academic support, career development, internships and employment.  Through 

technology, learning and information software can be developed with custom content to 

specifically address the needs of students, parents, and management. 

There are numerous successful efforts in providing youth services in communities across state 

government, but many agree that the resources fall short and improvements can be made. The 

aforementioned strategies are the initial steps in improving and prioritizing youth development 

for those at risk for shortfalls in academic and vocational success. The Youth Development 

Council will provide statewide leadership in research, age/gender/cultural and evidence-based 

programming, and outcomes-based management that can ensure stakeholders are working 

toward common goals and improvements will be made, reducing barriers for Oregon’s youth.  
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Education Program Area 

 

Oregon Youth Conservation Corps 

Agency: Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development 

Enabling Statute: ORS 418.650, 418.653, 418.657, 418.658, 418.660, 418.663 

 

 Summer  

Conservation Corps 

Community 

Stewardship Corps 

Youth Employment 

Initiative 

Numbers Served:  2011 – 558 Youth Hired 

2010 – 385 Youth Hired 

2011 – 687 Accepted 

2010 – 662 Accepted 

2011 – 392 Hired 

2010 – 1,045 Hired 

Youth 

Wages/Stipends 

Paid: 

2011 - $997,979  

2010 - $807,037  

2011 – $11,662 

2010 – $105,669 

2011 – $435,939.43  

2010 – $1,762,696.09  

Scholarships 

Awarded: 
  

2011 – $164,562 

2010 – $69,130 
 

Outcomes: Placement in Employment or Education, Attainment of a Degree or Certificate, 

Literacy and Numeracy Gains 

 

Program Description 

The Oregon Youth Conservation Corps is legislatively mandated to be a disadvantaged and at-

risk youth work program in order to perform conservation work of public value in the most cost 

effective manner. The program is to be utilized in order to protect, conserve, rehabilitate and 

improve the natural, historical and cultural resources of the state while increasing educational, 

training and employment opportunities for disadvantaged and at-risk youth for the purpose of 

improving work skills, instilling the work ethic and increasing employability. The employment 

goals of the OYCC are mandated to result in an increase in employment opportunities for 

disadvantaged and at-risk youth over those opportunities that would otherwise be available. The 

OYCC accomplishes its goals by the administration of four different programs outlined below. 

 

Summer Conservation Corps 

The Summer Conservation Corps is OYCC’s largest state-funded program, with the goal of 

having a local program in each of Oregon’s 36 counties. It provides work crews throughout 

Oregon to complete projects such as trail construction and maintenance, landscaping, planting, 

wetlands/bank/stream restoration, invasive species (weed) removal, construction, gardening and 

greenhouse projects. OYCC and the Department of Community Colleges and Workforce 

Development provide program standards, funding, training, technical assistance, program 

evaluation and monitoring. Additionally, OYCC coordinates and assists in developing education, 

service and work projects for the Summer Conservation Corps and Community Stewardship 

Corps programs. 

 

Community Stewardship Corps 

The Community Stewardship Corps is comprised of innovative, community-focused alternative 

education programs. OYCC partners with 23 alternative education programs statewide. Youth 

gain valuable education, employment, work ethic, environmental knowledge and leadership 

skills through integrated classroom field-based learning projects. The Community Stewardship 
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Corps is a program established separate from, but by the director of, the OYCC. In addition to 

the established purposes of the OYCC, the OCSC is responsible for promoting community 

service activities throughout the state for a broad cross section of Oregon disadvantaged and at-

risk youth through programs that also include appropriate educational and job training 

opportunities for participants. Employment and Education opportunities offered through the 

OCSC program are at least three but no longer than twelve months in duration. Participants who 

successfully complete any 12-month program are eligible for $1,500 in tuition vouchers that can 

be used at any career school or post-secondary educational institution that is qualified to receive 

assistance through the Oregon Student Access Commission. All Oregonians who are at least 13 

years of age and under 25 years of age are eligible to participate in the program. To ensure that 

Oregon Community Stewardship Corps participants represent a broad cross section of 

Oregonians, special emphasis is given to recruiting school dropouts and other disadvantaged and 

at-risk youth, according to criteria established by the Oregon Youth Conservation Corps 

Advisory Committee. In addition to the project types allowed for within the OYCC program the 

OCSC project types may also focus on childcare services, elderly and disabled care services, 

literacy education programs, recycling and other waste reduction services. The OCSC 

employment goals are the same as those identified for the OYCC. 

 

Oregon Youth Employment Initiative 

The U.S. Forest Service has granted the state government, through the OYCC program in the 

Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development, American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act funding from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The name of the project is 

the Oregon Youth Employment Initiative. An OYEI Advisory and Oversight Committee has 

been formed that includes representatives from: USFS, OYCC, the Governor’s Office, the 

Association of Oregon Counties, Department of Education and Business Education Compact. 

The federal dollars fund conservation projects operated by local programs and partners. The 

purpose of this initiative is to create employment opportunities for youth and supporting adults. 

Youth ages 15-24 are eligible to apply. Grant funds are awarded to providers at the local level. 

OYCC funds crews in every county and additional crews in counties that have the highest 

unemployment rate. 

 

The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) granted OYCC and the Department of Community Colleges and 

Workforce Development (CCWD) $9.627 million of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

(ARRA) funding for the creation of the OYEI. Projects must fall within the scope of natural 

resource and conservation education. As of December 31, 2011, OYCC/CCWD had awarded 

286 individual grants to local and regional providers. OYEI funds hired over 3,500 youth and 

supporting adults, exposed over 25,000 middle/high school students to green issues, recycling 

and sustainability and had a positive economic effect on every county in Oregon. Examples of 

the types of projects that are funded include but are not limited to: bridge and trail maintenance 

and decommissioning, watershed restoration, ecosystem enhancement, facilities improvement, 

maintenance and renovation, hazardous fuels reduction, forest health protection, rehabilitation 

and hazard mitigation, invasive species removal, plantings, water guzzler construction and 

maintenance, fencing, enclosures, water quality improvement, community park and green space 

stewardship, to name a few. 
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Adult Education and Family Literacy Programs 

Agency: Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development 

Enabling Statute: ORS 344.760, 344.765, 344.770 

Outcomes: Literacy, reading, math, writing, workplace skills, critical thinking, technology 

skills, problem solving skills 

 

Program Description 

In order to meet Oregon’s family, work and community benchmarks in Oregon Shines, Oregon’s 

Unified State Plan, and the 1998 Workforce Investment Act Title II, an adult literacy/basic skills 

definition was adopted by the State Board of Education. 

 

“Literacy for Oregon is defined as the combination of foundation skills (reading, math, writing 

and communication) and workplace skills (teamwork, resource allocation, decision making, 

problem solving, critical thinking, personal self-management, and technology competence) 

necessary to adequately function as workers, family members, and members of a community in 

an information society.” 

 

In Oregon, the basic skills of reading, writing, computing, listening, and speaking are taught 

within the context of family, work, and community. Instructors and tutors assist students to apply 

these skills to real life situations and have training in research-based instructional practices for 

adults. Instruction includes recognition of student learning styles, assessment of student progress, 

and flexible processes to meet individual needs. 

 

Low literacy skills keep many Oregonians from realizing their economic and personal goals. 

Adult Basic Skills Development provides adults with the knowledge and skills to be able to: 

 

 Gain access to information and resources so they can orient themselves in the world. 

 Express their ideas and opinions with the confidence that they will be heard and taken 

into account. 

 Act independently to solve problems and make decisions on their own, for the good of 

their families, their communities, and their nation. 

 Use what they learn to make changes in their lives, keeping up with the rapidly changing 

world and to exercise their rights and responsibilities as family members, workers, and 

community members. 

 

Family literacy programming is both a program and an instructional strategy that supports the 

principle that a child’s first teacher, the best teacher, is the parent. Collaborative programs 

provide literacy instruction training that contributes to economic self-sufficiency, interactive 

literacy activities between parents and their children, training for parents on how to be the 

primary teacher for their children and full partners in the education of their children, and age 

appropriate education to prepare children for success in school and life experiences. 
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Pathways to Advancement 

Agency: Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development 

Enabling 

Statute: 

ORS 348.611 

Outcomes: Increase access, awareness, affordability, resources and alignment, for high 

school students and adults to pursue educational opportunities around a career 

focus 

 

Program Description 

Pathways to Advancement is a national and statewide initiative with goals to increase access, 

awareness, affordability, resources and alignment, for high school students and adults, to pursue 

educational opportunities around a career focus. Pathways incorporate coherent, articulated 

sequences of rigorous academic and career courses, beginning in the ninth grade and leading to 

Associate's degrees, industry-recognized certificates or licensures, and/or Baccalaureate degrees 

and beyond.  

 

Pathway program designs are characterized by connected education building blocks, with 

integrated work experiences and support services. These designs enable students and adults to 

combine work and learning and to advance, over time, to better jobs and higher levels of 

education. In Pathways to Advancement programs, curriculum is modularized into smaller sets 

of courses or proficiencies that can be taken in one to three academic terms, and will lead to an 

entry-level job or job advancement as identified by employers.  

 

Roadmaps/programs of study graphically depict the courses or curriculum blocks students can 

take to achieve their specific educational and employment outcomes. Programs of study include 

suggested courses at a high school that directly connect to postsecondary learning. Core elements 

of roadmaps include: occupations; wages for each occupation level; labor market data and 

demands; primary employer types (e.g., hospitals, care centers for an RN occupation); course or 

program outcomes (including knowledge or skills); and courses/credentials (including degrees, 

certificates of completion and industry certifications).  

 

Curriculum is defined in terms of outcomes or competencies required for jobs and further 

education. Outcomes identify what a student should know or be able to do as an employee as the 

result of a course or program. Where possible, outcome-based curriculum is tied to: state 

academic standards and grade-level expectations; industry skill standards; Oregon skill sets; 

certifications; and/or licensing requirements.  

 

Bridge programs prepare academically under-served populations to enter credit-based academic 

courses, often by teaching postsecondary remedial or basic skills in the context of occupational 

skills. 

 

Wraparound support services may include, but are not limited to: outreach and recruitment; 

referrals between programs; career development, including career assessment, advising and 

counseling; case management; mentoring; coaching and tutoring; conveniently scheduled, 

accelerated and appropriately sequenced classes; childcare; federal and state need-based financial 

aid; job search skills training; and job placement assistance.  
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The determination of which programs or courses to offer is based on current and ongoing labor 

market analysis of employer demand, supply of graduates entering the workforce, availability of 

clinical work sites and/or skill and knowledge sets that businesses require for various jobs within 

an industry. 

 

Including secondary, Title IB, Title II, Carl Perkins, Employment Department and community 

college staff, and faculty are knowledgeable about which sets of courses will prepare students for 

which jobs, rather than just knowing the employment outcomes of degrees or certificates. 

 

Program and curricular alignment are outcomes of partnerships and collaboration among 

workforce providers, secondary schools, community colleges, institutions of higher education, 

human service agencies, economic development agencies, the Employment Department, 

employer groups and within institutions.  Alignment can occur in a number of ways. For 

example:  

 

 Existing curriculum/programs can be adapted to Pathways to Advancement strategies by 

connecting non-credit courses with credit bearing programs of study.  

 Alignment can be pursued between the workforce provider and the community college, 

between community colleges, etc.  

 Additionally, the governor, through expansion of the Opportunity Grants, has expanded 

the accessibility of post-secondary education to low-income individuals.  The Department 

of Human Services (DHS), in its Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) 

program, is working with the Governor's Office, the Oregon Student Assistance 

Commission and community stakeholders to provide enhanced educational opportunities 

for TANF clients.  Regions may reference cooperative work with DHS/TANF in their 

Pathways design.  

 Alignment occurs through coordinated postsecondary entry or placement requirements.  

 Alignment occurs when students are able to earn college credit through credit based 

transition programs (e.g., dual/concurrent enrollment, advanced placement, tech prep, 

international baccalaureate, middle college high schools and articulation agreements).  
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General Education Development Testing 

Agency: Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development 

Enabling Statute: ORS 326.550 

Outcomes: GED certifications 

 

Program Description 

For more than fifty years, the General Education Development (GED) Tests have offered 

personal satisfaction and broadened professional, occupational and educational opportunities for 

millions of adults, who, for many reasons, were unable to complete their formal high school 

credential. The GED Tests give adults who did not graduate from high school the opportunity to 

earn a high school equivalency certificate. Recognized nationwide by employers and educators, 

the GED certificate has increased education and employment opportunities for millions of adults 

since 1942. 

 

The GED Program adheres to policies of the GED Testing Service as presented in the GED 

Examiner´s Manual. There is, however, some flexibility for states and other testing jurisdictions 

to create their own policies. 
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Expanded Options 

Agency: Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development 

Enabling 

Statute: 

ORS 340.050 – 340.090 

Outcomes: Increased post-secondary education opportunities for at-risk youth 

 

Program Description 

Expanded Options provides eligible high school students early entry into post-secondary 

education. It also emphasizes specific provisions and priorities for at-risk students. Key features 

of the bill are listed below, with those items specific to at-risk students italicized. It creates a 

seamless education system for students enrolled in Grades 11 and 12 to have additional options 

to continue or complete their education, earn concurrent high school and college credits, and gain 

early entry into post-secondary education.  

 

 Promotes and supports existing accelerated college credit programs, and supports the 

development of new programs that are unique to a community’s secondary and post-

secondary relationships and resources.  

 Any program, agreement or plan in effect (e.g., dual credit, tech-prep, or accelerated 

college credit program) that provides access for public high school students to a post-

secondary course is not affected by the Expanded Options Program and may be 

continued.  

 Provides public funding to the eligible post-secondary institutions for education services 

to eligible students to offset the cost of tuition, fees, textbooks, equipment and materials 

for students who participate in the Expanded Options Program.  

 For a high school with an enrollment of 1,000 students, each school year no more than 

330 quarter credit hours may be awarded to eligible students at the high school under the 

Expanded Options Program.  

 A school district may choose to exceed that cap. If a district chooses not to exceed the 

cap and has more eligible students than allowed, the school district shall give priority for 

participation to at-risk students.  

 An “at-risk” student is identified as one who qualifies for a free or reduced lunch 

program. 

 An “eligible student” is one enrolled in an Oregon public school, who is in Grade 11 or 

12 or is 16 years old or older at the time of enrollment in a course under the Expanded 

Options Program, has developed an educational learning plan, and has not successfully 

completed four years of high school.  

 A student who has completed course requirements for graduation, but who has not 

received a diploma, may participate in the Expanded Options Program.  

 An eligible student who enrolls in the Expanded Options Program may not enroll in 

eligible post-secondary courses for more than the equivalent of two academic years. 
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Oregon Advanced Placement Incentive Program 

Agency: Oregon Department of Education 

Enabling Statute: ORS 340 

Outcomes: Increased skills in English, math, science and social studies for high poverty at 

risk youth 

 

Program Description 

The Oregon project has the following goals: 

 

 Increase AP and pre-AP course offerings in Oregon rural, high-poverty, and Schools in 

Improvement status. 

 Increase pre-AP curriculum and instruction in Oregon rural, high-poverty, and Schools in 

Improvement status in the core areas of math, English, science, and social studies. 

 Increase the development of middle school/high school vertical teams to ensure that 

curriculum is aligned throughout students’ school experience and adequately prepares 

students for rigorous AP courses. 

 Increase the availability of AP and pre-AP instruction, particularly to small rural schools 

by facilitating use of on-line AP and pre-AP courses. 

 Increase the pre-AP students’ awareness of college as an option by adding value to pre-

AP coursework as preparation for AP courses and college success. 
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School Nutrition Programs 

Agency: Oregon Department of Education 

Enabling Statute: Federal U.S. Department of Agriculture Legislation 

Outcomes: Increased food security, reduced hunger 

 

Program Description 

School Nutrition Programs (SNP) provides reimbursement for nutritious meals and snacks 

served to eligible children in public schools, private schools, and residential childcare 

institutions. Oregon's program is funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and administered 

by the Oregon Department of Education. 

 

National School Lunch Program 

The National School Lunch Program (NSLP) is a federally assisted meal program operating in 

more than 101,000 public and nonprofit private schools and residential child-care institutions. 

Established under the National School Lunch Act and signed into law by President Harry 

Truman in 1946, the NSLP provides nutritionally balanced, low-cost and free lunches to more 

than 30 million children each school day. The meals must be offered for free or at a reduced-

price for eligible children. They also must meet the federal nutrition requirements in line with the 

Dietary Guidelines for Americans, which is updated every five years.  

 

School Breakfast Programs 

The School Breakfast Program (SBP) is a federally assisted meal program operating in schools 

and institutions. It provides nutritionally balanced, low-cost or free breakfasts to children each 

school day. The program was established under the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 to ensure that all 

children have access to a healthy breakfast at school to promote learning readiness and healthy 

eating behaviors. 

 

After School Snacks 

The hours after school are a critical time when children and youth are most at-risk of engaging in 

delinquent behavior. An afterschool care program that serves snacks reimbursed through the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers children and youth constructive activities and 

something to eat. It draws them into supervised afterschool care programs that are safe, fun and 

filled with learning opportunities. Afterschool snacks fill the gap between the lunch they receive 

at school and supper, and help ensure that children and youth receive the nutrition they need to 

learn, play and grow. 

 

Summer Food Service Program 

During the school year, many children receive free and reduced-price breakfast and lunch 

through the School Breakfast and National School Lunch Programs. When school lets out, 

hunger is one of the most severe roadblocks to the learning process. Lack of nutrition during the 

summer months may set up a cycle for poor performance once school begins again. Hunger also 

may make children more prone to illness and other health issues. The Summer Food Service 

Program is designed to fill that nutrition gap and make sure children can get the nutritious meals 

they need. 
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Seamless Summer Option 

Since 2002, the U.S. Department of Agriculture has simplified the process for National School 

Lunch Program sponsors to offer meals to children during the summer through the development 

of a Seamless Summer Feeding Waiver. With the Child Nutrition Programs and WIC 

Reauthorization Act of 2004 the waiver became permanent and is now the Summer Seamless 

Option.  

 

The Summer Seamless Option combines features of the National School Lunch Program 

(NSLP), the School Breakfast Program (SBP), and the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP). 

The purpose of the Option is to feed children in low-income areas during the summer months.  

 

The Option reduces paperwork and administrative burden normally associated with the SFSP. 

Option sites must be located in areas where 50 percent or more of the children qualify for free or 

reduced price school meals. 

 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 

The 2008 Farm Bill expanded this program to all 50 states, providing funding to make fresh fruit 

and vegetables available to children free of charge outside of the NSLP/SBP. It allows 

participating schools to be creative in offering produce items to students during the school day. 

This program helps teach children the importance of including fresh fruits and vegetables in their 

daily diets.  

 

Special Milk Program 

The Special Milk Program provides milk to children in schools, child care institutions and 

eligible camps that do not participate in other federal child nutrition meal service programs. The 

program reimburses schools and institutions for the milk they serve. 

 

Schools in the National School Lunch or School Breakfast Programs may also participate in the 

Special Milk Program to provide milk to children in half-day pre-kindergarten and kindergarten 

programs where children do not have access to the school meal programs. 

 

Schools that choose this option have three choices: 

 Sell milk to all students and receive the All Milk reimbursement rate. 

 Offer milk to all students at no cost and receive the All Milk reimbursement rate. 

 Eligibility for Free milk is determined by confidential applications or direct certification. 

Schools offering this option receive the Free Milk reimbursement (the average price the 

school pays for each half-pint of milk) served to free-eligible students and the Paid Milk 

reimbursement for students who must pay for their milk. 
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Child and Adult Care Food Program 

Agency: Oregon Department of Education 

Enabling Statute: Federal U.S. Department of Agriculture Legislation 

Outcomes: Increased food security, reduced hunger 

 

Program Description 

The Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) provides reimbursement for nutritious meals 

and snacks served to eligible children in child care centers, family day care homes and schools, 

as well as to eligible adults in adult care centers. Oregon's program is funded by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture and administered by the Oregon Department of Education. 

 

Child Care Centers 

Public or private non-profit child care centers, Head Start programs, and some for-profit centers 

which are licensed or approved to provide child care may serve meals and snacks to children 

through age 12 years. 

 

After School Programs 

The CACFP Afterschool Meal and Snack Program is a reimbursement program designed to give 

school age children and youth in low-income areas a nutritional boost and involve them in 

supervised activities that are safe, fun, and educational during the school year. This program is 

officially known as the At-Risk Program. An after school program with 100 children could 

receive over $17,500 each school year for serving snacks, and over $70,000 each school year for 

serving meals. 

 

Homeless Emergency Shelters 

Emergency shelters which serve homeless children and their families can participate in the Child 

and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) through the Oregon Department of Education Child 

Nutrition Programs (ODE CNP). Children 18 years or younger are automatically eligible for free 

meals. There are no application forms for families to fill out. All reimbursable meals must be 

served in a group setting. 

 

Family Day Care Homes 

Public or non-profit organizations with experience in managing federal programs may be eligible 

to sponsor licensed or DHS-listed family day care home providers so the providers may receive 

reimbursement for the meals served to children in care. 
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Oregon University System Youth Programming 

Agency: Oregon University System 

Enabling 

Statute: 

ORS 352 

Outcomes: Life skills; Science and Math education; Recruitment of Women and At-risk 

populations to Post-secondary education; Professional development; academic 

credit 

 

Oregon State University 

 

KidSpirit Youth Programs  

KidSpirit, which is sponsored by the College of Health and Human Sciences, offers year-

round programs for children ages 2 years through high school. School year programs include 

recreational gymnastics and Girls on the Run, a curriculum based running program for girls 

in Grades 3-8. During the summer, KidSpirit offers a Summer Day Camp that has programs 

designed for grades K-12. Specialty programs in the summer include SKIES (Spirited Kids in 

Engineering and Sciences), Chefs in Motion, Pottery, First Aid training, CPR training, and 

Rock Climbing.  

 

4-H Youth Development  

4-H helps young people learn and grow through an intentional process that builds 

competence, confidence, connection, compassion, and character. Currently, more than 

100,000 young people across Oregon participate in 4-H. Leadership and a faculty member of 

Oregon State University who lives or works in the community they serve provides oversight 

of 4-H at the local level. The work of 4-H is accomplished through a network of 5000 

volunteers, parents, and paid staff who conduct learning experiences in out-of-school, after-

school, and in-school settings.  

 

Hatfield Marine Science Center Education Programs  

Hatfield offers programs for preschool through high school, from summer day camps to 

hands-on labs and field activities during the school year.  

 

Science and Math Investigative Learning Experiences Program (SMILE)  

A pre-college program for historically underrepresented and other educationally under-

served students in Oregon. This program focuses on college recruitment through science and 

math enrichment. 

 

Wave Research Laboratory Tours  
The O.H. Hinsdale Wave Research Laboratory strives to expose students of all ages to 

engineering and research with programs such as guided tours though the wave lab. These 

tours, guided by knowledgeable faculty, and graduate students, include an introduction to 

basic wave mechanics, demonstrations of the wave lab equipment and experiments being 

conducted in the laboratory. Tours can range from 20-45 min and the WRL staff will work 

with teachers to develop meaningful and exciting lesson plans for the tour.  
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Chemistry Outreach  

The Department of Chemistry has an active program to bring chemistry to the local 

community. Through the Outreach Committee, opportunities are available to tour labs, do 

hands-on experiments, and have chemistry faculty and students bring chemistry to schools.  

 

Recruitment and Retention of Women and Minorities in Engineering  

Committed to bringing more woman and minorities to OSU to become tomorrow's engineers 

through its three pronged approach of Recruitment, Retention and Research. Activities 

include K-12 school visits, sponsoring teacher/career counselor workshops, OSU 

Engineering tours, developing lesson plans for K-12 classes.  

 

Oregon Space Grant  

OSGC maintains a diverse array of programs to support space science and engineering 

education from middle school through graduate school. Through educational and community 

outreach opportunities, Oregon Space Grant aims to help develop a strong science, 

mathematics, and technology education base at all educational levels. 

 

Saturday Academy 
This nonprofit community-based program offers enriched educational opportunities, 

especially in science, math, and technology to middle and high school students. Classes are 

taught by experts in the community and held at the host business, college, or agency. 

Saturday Academy is open to all motivated students and offers classes and programs 

throughout the year. Saturday Academy programs include the Apprenticeships in Science and 

Engineering (ASE) program, the Advocates for Women in Science, Engineering, and Math 

(AWSEM) program, SA Engineering Camp, Lego Robotics Workshops, and a Science 

Mentorship program.  

 

STEM Academy 
STEM Academy is a nonprofit community-based program offering enriched educational 

opportunities, especially in science, math, and technology to middle and high school 

students. Classes are taught by experts in the community and held at the host business, 

college, or agency. Saturday Academy is open to all motivated students and offers classes 

and programs all year long. Saturday Academy programs include the Apprenticeships in 

Science and Engineering (ASE) program, the Advocates for Women in Science, Engineering, 

and Math (AWSEM) program, Engineering Camp, Lego Robotics Workshops, and a Science 

Mentorship program.  

 

Inner City Youth Institute 
This is a collaborative partnership of the Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station, 

Bureau of Land Management, and OSU 4-H Youth Development. Through school year 

activities based in Portland and summer programs at the Salem 4-H Center and OSU campus, 

the Inner City Youth Institute encourages Portland youth to explore higher education and 

careers in the natural sciences. The Inner City Youth Institute promotes safe outdoor learning 

environments, and creates unique mentorship opportunities with natural resource 

professionals.  
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The Association for Women in Science (AWIS) – Discovering the Scientist Within 
This is a free Saturday workshop designed to introduce middle school girls to careers in 

science, technology and engineering. The workshop includes hands-on activities and the 

opportunity to meet successful women engineers, doctors, veterinarians, research scientists, 

and university professors. Parents are welcome to attend in order to learn tips for 

encouraging their daughters in science and engineering careers.  

 

Intercultural Student Services Outreach 
The primary foci of the American Indian Initiatives, Asian & Pacific Islander American 

Student Services, Casa Latina/o de OSU, and the Ujima Education Office is the access and 

retention of traditionally underrepresented students at Oregon State University. ISS performs 

culturally sensitive and specific outreach and recruitment to underrepresented precollege 

students who represent 100% of target ethnic communities. 

 

College Credit for High School Students 
High school students can start their college career early while helping meet high school 

graduation requirements. This program allows high schools students the opportunity to earn 

transferable college credits, start a college transcript, and complete these courses in the 

comfort of their own environment. These online courses, taken through OSU Extended 

Campus, are offered in almost every subject area.  

 

PeaceJam Northwest 
PeaceJam is a year-long international educational program that gives high school-aged youth 

worldwide an opportunity to study and have direct contact with Nobel Peace Prize Laureates. 

Its goal is to foster a new generation of leaders, greater interest in global education, and local 

service projects in schools and communities. PeaceJam is the only organization in the world 

that has twelve Nobel Peace Laureates working together long-term for a common cause, 

Oregon youth.  

 

Intercultural Student Services Outreach  

The primary foci of the American Indian Initiatives, Asian & Pacific Islander American 

Student Services, Casa Latina/o de OSU, and the Ujima Education Office is the access and 

retention of traditionally underrepresented students at Oregon State University. ISS performs 

culturally sensitive and specific outreach and recruitment to underrepresented precollege 

students who represent 100% of target ethnic communities.  

 

Kaleidoscope of Colleges and Cultures 
A one-day program for underrepresented high school students to attend Oregon State 

University and learn about admissions information and resources on campus, interact with 

college student mentors, and engage in an activity related to an academic field.  

 

Salmon Bowl 
The annual National Ocean Sciences Bowl (NOSB) is a tournament-style academic 

competition designed to challenge and recognize students' knowledge of math, science, and 

social science in the context of the oceans. OSU hosts a one-day regional competition in 

February before the two-day final national competition among high school teams. Categories 
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include the biology, chemistry, geology, physics, history, and economics of the world's 

oceans, as well as navigation, geography, and ocean-related current events. 

 

University of Oregon 

 

Youth Enrichment/TAG Programs 
Youth Enrichment and Talented & Gifted programs and services (YE/TAG) is a community 

outreach unit of the University of Oregon's College of Education. YE/TAG serves pre-

collegiate youth and their families throughout the state of Oregon, with special focus on 

those residing in Lane County. The primary goals of YE/TAG are the following: 

Provide stimulating and challenging summer, Saturday and after school learning experiences 

for children and youth that support, extend and enhance their regular K-12 school program to 

assist and train parents, in-service educators and youth service providers to effectively help 

students of all ability levels attain their intellectual and academic potential through informal 

education; recognize and support the unique social/emotional needs of high ability students 

through family counseling and consultation services; provide coursework in gifted education 

and field-based practicum experiences for UO undergraduate and graduate students as part of 

their professional preparation; and introduce pre-collegiate youth and their families to the 

University of Oregon. 

 

Eastern Oregon University 

 

Youth Summer Camp Programs 

The Cove Ascension School Film Camp Campers for sixth through eighth grades produces 

short films from start to finish during this weeklong overnight camp.  Working in teams, 

campers will write original scripts, design costumes, arrange music, act, film, and edit their 

productions. Afternoons and evenings include typical camp activities: swimming, outdoors 

games, talent show, arts and crafts, and campfire. This camp provides an opportunity for 

middle school students to develop their talents in a fun, out-of-school setting while getting to 

know other young writers, artists, and aspiring filmmakers from across Eastern Oregon. 

 

The Cove Ascension School Mirrors of Me Camp is a unique opportunity for older teens to 

spend a week creating, reflecting, and connecting with peers, mentors and established writers 

and artists in a safe, empowering, and girl-centered summer camp setting.  Activities include 

Creative Writing, Mask Making, Ceramics, Swimming, Campfire, Peer Mentoring, and Goal 

Setting. 

 

Southern Oregon University 

 

Youth Programs 

Southern Oregon University Pre-College Youth Programs is dedicated to providing enriching 

educational opportunities to students in grades K-12 and their families. Now in its 32nd year, 

SOU offers enrichment classes, academic competitions, courses offered for academic credit 

to high school students, and summer residential camps and classes. 
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Konaway Nika Tillicum 

Konaway Nika Tillicum, which means "All My Relations" in Chinook Trade Jargon, is an 

exploration of a broad range of classes, lectures, cultural experiences and recreational 

activities for Native American students. Konaway is a completely self-supported program, 

generating funds each year through grants, donations, and fundraisers. Students selected for 

the eight-day residential academy on the Southern Oregon University campus in Ashland 

interact with other Native American students from throughout Oregon while being 

challenged by creative, imaginative instructors and activities. Students spend time with tribal 

elders and tribal leaders during classes, lectures, and outdoor presentations. 

 

High School Early Entry 

The High School Early Entry program is for high school students who meet the qualifications 

to take courses at Southern Oregon University for college credit and to help fulfill 

requirements for high school graduation.  

 

Advanced Southern Credit 

The Advanced Southern Credit Program (ASC) consists of university courses taught in the 

high schools by high school faculty. The high school instructor and course curriculum have 

been accepted as meeting the standards for university credit by the appropriate academic 

department and school at Southern Oregon University. The courses are offered as part of the 

regular high school curriculum; students have the option of registering for Southern Oregon 

University credit. Credits earned in ASC courses are standard university credits and are 

transcripted by the SOU Enrollment Service Center. ASC success is evidenced by a 

continuing commitment to the program by the university and the high schools, by requests 

for expansion into a variety of disciplines, by the academic success of students involved in 

ASC courses, and by a high level of satisfaction expressed by students, faculty and 

administrators. 

 

Oregon Institute of Technology 

 

Youth Summer Camp Programs 

Outreach programs are designed to enhance, enrich and encourage exploration 

of opportunities and passions in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). 

OIT connects youth with positive community role models and mentors, to create hands-on 

learning experiences that increase awareness and understanding of what the STEM fields 

have to offer.  

 

Advance Credit Program 

The Advance Credit Program (ACP) is a partnership between Oregon Tech and a 

participating high school. If a high school offers ACP courses, then that means Oregon Tech 

has identified instructors at the school with advanced degrees and experience in their subject 

area, and has approved them for adjunct faculty status. These high school instructors partner 

with OIT faculty, to teach the same course at the high school that is offered on campus, for a 

fraction of the cost. Enrolling in an ACP course is enrolling as a part-time Oregon Tech 

student.  Upon successful completion of the course, the student is awarded Oregon Tech 

college credit.  
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High School Transition 

The High School Transition Program (HST) at Oregon Institute of Technology gives 

qualified high school students the opportunity to come to the Klamath Falls campus and take 

a college course for Oregon Tech credit for a fraction of the cost. Students participating in 

HST must meet with the HST coordinator every term to ensure proper advisement and 

registration. 

 

Rural Outreach for College Access 

This project was developed to support rural, first generation and low income students in their 

aspirations to attend college by providing college access and success workshops on high 

school campuses; providing selected students with scholarships for ACP classes and 

mentoring from an Oregon Tech student leader, and an opportunity for the students, their 

parents, and teacher to participate in a program on the Oregon Tech Klamath Falls campus. 

This project is part of the College Access Challenge Grant (CACG), in partnership with 

Oregon University System. It is part of a larger federal grant program. Youth Programs and 

the Office of Academic Agreements on the Oregon Tech campus are the main collaborators. 

Schools offering courses through the Oregon Tech ACP program are eligible to participate in 

the activities planned for this project. 
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Human Services Program Area 

 

State Juvenile Crime Prevention Programs 

Agency: Youth Development Council 

Enabling 

Statute: 

Originally ORS 417; now in Oregon Laws 2012, Chapter 37. 

Numbers 

Served:  
A total of 5,201 youth received services the 2011 – 2013 biennium thus far. 

Program 

Cost: 

Total JCP state general fund 2011-13 budget allocation to counties and tribes 

is $ 5,343,813. 

Outcomes: Reduce Juvenile Arrests, Reduce Juvenile Recidivism, Reduction in Risk 

Factors, Increase Protective Factors, School Attachment/Commitment  

 

Program Description 

The goal of the Juvenile Crime Prevention (JCP) program is to reduce juvenile arrests, reduce 

juvenile recidivism (new offenses by juvenile offenders) and reduce the need for beds in 

facilities operated by the Oregon Youth Authority. State law requires the county and tribal 

recipients to use JCP funds for services and activities for youth who: (a) Have more than one of 

the following risk factors: antisocial behavior; poor family functioning or poor family support; 

school failure; substance abuse; or negative peer association; and (b) "Are clearly demonstrating 

at-risk behaviors that have come to the attention of government or community agencies, schools 

or law enforcement and will lead to imminent or increased involvement in the juvenile justice 

system." In general, services can be grouped into direct interventions (such as substance abuse 

treatment, tutoring, or family counseling), case management (including coordinated review and 

monitoring of a youth’s needs and services), and support services (including the provision of 

basic needs services, such as housing assistance or medical assistance). Many programs/services 

address multiple risk factors and issues including: school engagement, negative peer association, 

family functioning, behavior, substance use, and anti-social attitudes, values and beliefs.  90% of 

the JCP funds support evidence-based and Tribal best practices for high-risk youth. JCP 

prevention programs/services have been implemented in every county and Tribe, providing 

services to youth at high-risk for delinquency (typically, youth with indicators in 2 or more risk 

domains on the validated JCP Assessment). JCP youth are showing reductions in risk factors and 

increases in protective factors after participation in JCP prevention programs and services. 

 

 Approximately 50% of all JCP youth showed an overall decrease in dynamic risk 

indictors at the reassessment with particularly large reductions in risk seen in the 

behavior domain, with reductions ranging from 72% to 77% in that domain. 

 Large increases in protective indicators were seen for the indicator ―There is an adult in 

youth’s life (other than a parent) she/he can talk to (62%) and ―Significant school 

attachment/commitment (45%). 

 Over half (56%) of the youth in this evaluation had no criminal referral in the 12 months 

prior to participating in JCP services. 

 contrast, 89% did not have a criminal referral in the 12 months after the start of JCP 

services and 84% of JCP youth with at least one prior criminal referral had no additional 

criminal referral in the 12 months after the start of JCP services. 
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Federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Funds  

Agency: Youth Development Council 

Enabling Statute: Originally ORS 417; now in Oregon Laws 2012, Chapter 37. 

 JBAG Title II Title IV 

Program Funds: FY 11 $ 486,877  

FY 10 $621,300 

FY 11 $603,834 

FY 10 $646,000  

FY 11 $50,000 

FY 10 $84,945  

Outcomes: Reduce Juvenile Arrests, Reduce Juvenile Recidivism, Reduction in Risk 

Factors, Increase Protective Factors, School Attachment/Commitment  

 

Program Description 

 

Juvenile Accountability Block Grant (JBAG) 

The state awards sub-grants to the eligible units of local government to sustain the ongoing local 

initiatives and continue to invest their grant funds in selected purpose areas. Sub-grantees are 

required to revisit local Juvenile Crime Prevention Plans and evaluate local needs before 

selecting or considering a change in JABG focus. 

 

Title II Formula Grant 

Title II Formula Grant Program areas include prevention and intervention, juvenile justice 

system improvement, and compliance with the four core requirements of the JJDPA. 

 

Title V Community Prevention Grant 

Oregon’s Title V program is aligned with the High Risk Juvenile Crime Prevention (JCP) 

program. 

 

The state requires all local sub-grantees to collect data and report on mandatory federal 

performance measures, as well as on additional performance measures appropriate for the 

purpose areas of their selection. Legislative mandate requires the county and tribal recipients to 

use JCP funds for services and activities for youth who: have more than one of the following risk 

factors: antisocial behavior; poor family functioning or poor family support; school failure; 

substance abuse; or negative peer association; and are clearly demonstrating at-risk behaviors 

that have come to the attention of government or community agencies, schools or law 

enforcement and will lead to imminent or increased involvement in the juvenile justice system. 

The JCP program allows communities to fund services based on local needs. In general, services 

can be grouped into direct interventions (such as substance abuse treatment, tutoring, or family 

counseling), case management (including coordinated review and monitoring of a youth’s needs 

and services), and support services (including the provision of basic needs services, such as 

housing assistance or medical assistance). 
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Youth Investment Title XX Social Services Block Grant 

Agency: Youth Development Council 

Enabling Statute: Originally in Oregon Revised Statutes 417.790, 417.735, 417.715, 417.720 and 

Oregon Administrative Rule 423-010-0024 guide the use of these funds. Now 

in Oregon Laws 2012, Chapter 37. 

 

 2007 – 2009 2009 – 2011 2011 – 2013 

Numbers Served:  105,121 91,463 85,832 

Cost per Youth: $67 $66 $78 

Outcomes: Educational/vocational success; family support inclusive of parent education; 

pro-social beliefs and behavior; positive peer association and no or reduced 

alcohol/drug use. 

  

Program Description 

Social Services Block Grant/Youth Investment Title XX funded programming provides 

evidence-based/best practice community prevention and intervention services for at-risk middle 

and high school age youth who are chronically acting out and/or are victims of neglect.  One 

hundred percent of the funds are allocated to counties to address community-identified 

adolescent risk factors that if left unaddressed would lead to more costly outcomes, i.e. 

homelessness, school dropout, criminal activity, and substance abuse. Youth Investment Title 

XX funds are passed through the Department of Human Services for distribution by the Youth 

Development Council to fund local planning and implementation programming.  Additional 

Youth Investment funding supports Relief Nurseries. 

To be eligible for the Youth Investment Program Area, all services, systems, programs and 

initiatives must serve non-delinquent youth, ages 13 through 18 who are chronically acting out or 

are victims of neglect.  Eleven and 12 year olds may be included in the services, systems, 

programs or initiatives where appropriate.  Clients typically experience school behavior 

problems, substance abuse, lack of parental control, homelessness, poverty and/or other risk 

factors. They have yet to become involved in the juvenile justice system but are likely to do so 

without intervention. The Youth Investment Program Area encompasses selected and indicated 

prevention services targeted to acting out youth.  Primary uses of Youth Investment funds 

include parent education and family support activities; youth education and support activities, 

youth development/asset building activities; health, mental health and counseling activities.   

Program/service delivery is primarily done through community-based nonprofit providers but 

can also include local governmental entities such as school districts and county departments.  

Most Title XX activities engage a broad range of partners such as churches, foundations, 

businesses, civic clubs, and the media. A majority of activities funded with Youth Investment 

Title XX funds are evidence based and include programs such as Strengthening Families, Family 

Resource Centers, Girls Circle, and Mentoring--Big Brothers/Sisters. These are linked to 

Education, Safety, and Healthy People Outcomes programs. 

Individual programs/activities funded with Youth Investment funds have an array of outcomes 

that are chosen from a menu of state required common outcomes.  Youth Investment programs 

primarily select indicators from the goal area of adolescent risk factors.  This goal area has 

specific outcomes/indicators related to selected high level outcomes: reduction in juvenile 
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recidivism; reduction in juvenile arrests; reduction in teen alcohol and drug use; reduction in teen 

pregnancy and increase in positive youth development.  

 

Children, Youth and Families 

Agency: Youth Development Council 

Enabling Statute: Originally in Oregon Revised Statute 417.790 and Oregon Administrative Rule 

423-010-0024. Now in Oregon Laws 2012, Chapter 37. 

 

 2007 – 2009 2009 – 2011 2011 – 2012 

Numbers Served:  123,900 99,121 Need projection 

Cost per Youth: $21 $23 $11 

Outcomes: The CYF program area has selected indicators from the four goal areas: early 

childhood/learning; child abuse and neglect prevention, adolescent risk factors 

and child poverty.  Sample selected outcomes include health status, ready to 

learn at kindergarten, stability of family life, knowledge of child or adolescent 

development, pro-social skills and behaviors, academic progress, and adequacy 

of basic resources: food, shelter, transportation. 

 

Program Description 

Children, Youth and Families (CYF) funding is a community grant that provides evidence-

based/best practice community prevention and intervention services for youth, ages 0-18 years, 

and their families.  It stimulates local investments in ensuring that all Oregon’s children have 

access to opportunities that support their development to become productive, active adults. One 

hundred percent of the funds are allocated to counties to implement programs and/or initiatives. 

To be eligible for the Children, Youth and Families funds, all services, systems, programs and 

initiatives must serve youth ages 0-18 years and be evidence based or a best or promising 

practice. The intent of these funds is to allow maximum flexibility by counties to address those 

issues locally determined to be of highest priority.   

Local activities include community/afterschool programming, service integration/wraparound 

services, mentoring, family resource centers, youth development asset building, summer food 

initiatives, health/dental services, parent education/support and culturally specific services.  

Several counties also invest CYF funds in statewide programs such as Relief Nurseries and 

Healthy Start/Healthy Families Oregon. Local programs and initiatives include service 

integration, teen pregnancy prevention, after school resources for all school aged children, family 

resource centers and poverty prevention. Program/service delivery is primarily done through 

community-based nonprofit providers but can also include local governmental entities such as 

school districts and county departments.  Most activities are implemented by the county local 

commissions and engage a broader range of partners such as churches, foundations, businesses, 

civic clubs, and media. In rural areas, transportation and limited availability of local providers 

can increase the cost per participant served, particularly when seeking evidence-based program 

models. Demand for service and the increasing complexity of needed services also affects cost. 
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Family Support Title IV-B2 Funds 

Agency: Youth Development Council 

Enabling Statute: Title IV-B(2) of the federal 1997 Adoption and Safe Families Act. Originally 

in Oregon Revised Statute 417.790, 417.735, 417.715, 417.720 and Oregon 

Administrative Rule 423-010-0024 guide the use of these funds YI language. 

Now in Oregon Laws 2012, Chapter 37. 

 

 2007 – 2009 2009 – 2011 2011 – 2013 

Numbers Served:  67,491 69,610 58,772 

Cost per Youth: $41 $40 $65 

Outcomes: Family Support programs primarily select indicators from the goal areas of 

Early Childhood Development and Learning and Child Abuse and Neglect 

Prevention.  This goal area has specific outcomes/indicators related to selected 

high level outcomes:  reduction in child maltreatment; readiness to learn; 

access to health care; improved 3
rd

 grade reading and increased child care 

availability. 

 

Program Description 

Family Support funding provides community-based services to at-risk families with children 

aged prenatal to 18 years.  The intent of the program is to promote the well-being of children and 

families by increasing the strength and stability of families (including adoptive, foster, and 

extended families), increasing parents' confidence and competence in their parenting abilities, 

ensuring children have a safe, stable and supportive family environment, strengthening parental 

relationships and otherwise enhancing child development. Counties and Tribes invest funds in 

strategies designed to address community priorities identified in their comprehensive plans that 

pertain to the purpose of Title IV-B(2). 

Family Support services are community-based services that promote the well-being of children 

and families designed to increase the strength and stability of families (including adoptive, 

foster, and extended families), to increase parents' confidence and competence in their parenting 

abilities, to afford children a safe, stable and supportive family environment, to strengthen 

parental relationships and promote healthy marriages, and otherwise to enhance child 

development. These Family Support services must be family-focused and targeted to the family 

and not only the child or other individual family member(s); must be focused on at-risk families 

so that the services will have an impact on the population that would otherwise require services 

from DHS. Examples of these services include in-home visits, parent support groups, and other 

programs designed to improve parenting skills by reinforcing parents' confidence in their 

strengths, and helping them to identify where improvement is needed and to obtain assistance in 

improving those skills with respect to matters such as child development, family budgeting, 

coping with stress, health, and nutrition. Program/service delivery is primarily done through 

community-based nonprofit providers and Tribes but can also include local governmental entities 

such as school districts and county departments.   
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Foster Care Youth Transition Services 

Agency: Department of Human Services 

Enabling Statute: ORS 418 

Outcomes: Basic living skills such as money management, home management, consumer 

skills, legal issues, parenting, health care, access to community resources, 

employment readiness, transportation, educational assistance, and housing 

options; educational and vocational training support such as high school 

diploma or GED preparation, post-secondary education and academic support, 

job readiness, and job search assistance and placement programs; training, 

workshops and conferences, individual and group skills building for improved 

self-esteem and self-confidence, and interpersonal and social skills training 

and development 

 

Program Description 

Youth transition and skill building services may include instruction in basic living skills such as 

money management, home management, consumer skills, legal issues, parenting, health care, 

access to community resources, employment readiness, transportation, educational assistance, 

and housing options; educational and vocational training support such as high school diploma or 

GED preparation, post-secondary education and academic support, job readiness, and job search 

assistance and placement programs; training, workshops and conferences, individual and group 

skills building for improved self-esteem and self-confidence, and interpersonal and social skills 

training and development; and development of community networks and supports to transition 

successfully to adulthood.  

 

The Department of Human Services Child Welfare Division offers five programs for helping 

youth achieve independence.  The programs provide an opportunity for youth to learn valuable 

skills necessary to make a successful transition from state and Tribal custody to living on their 

own in the community. Youth age 14 or older may be eligible for one of the five programs. 

 

 The Independent Living-Skill Building Program (ILP) provides training and classes to 

prepare youth to live independently is available for a youth ages 14 or older who is in 

substitute care through the Department of Human Services or one of the nine federally 

recognized Oregon tribes; or be a former foster child. 

 

 ILP Discretionary Funds, which is flexible funding to assist a youth with achieving 

his/her goals for transition is available to a child or young adult that is eligible for and 

receiving skill building services as a prerequisite to eligibility for discretionary fund 

resources. Services that may be utilized in the transition to independent living, as 

appropriate and available, when the child or young adult meets all other eligibility 

requirements, include but are not limited to: Flex funds as described in Child Welfare 

Policy I-E.5.4, "Flex Fund"; Payments made for special or extraordinary needs as 

described in Child Welfare Policy I-E.5.4, "Payments for Special and/or Extraordinary 

Needs" OAR 413-090-0300 to 413-090-0380; Housekeeping services as described in 

Child Welfare Policy I-C.1, "Housekeeping Services" OAR 413-050-0000 to 413-050-

0050; Supportive or remedial day care as described in Child Welfare Policy I-C.3.1, 

"Supportive and Remedial Day Care" OAR 413-050-0200 to 413-050-0280; Other 

resources provided through the Department of Human Services such as Supplemental 
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Nutrition Assistance Program and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program 

benefits, vocational rehabilitation, teen pregnancy prevention, Seniors and People with 

Disabilities Division Developmental Disability services; and other state or community 

health care programs. 

 

 Chafee Education and Training Grant Program (ETG) funding is available for youths 14 

years of age or older and currently in substitute care through the Department of Human 

Services or one of the federally recognized tribes; or have been dismissed from substitute 

care after reaching 16 years of age and had 180 or more cumulative days of substitute 

care. The child or young adult initially must receive the grant prior to reaching 21 years 

of age where if the child or young adult is receiving the grant upon reaching 21 years of 

age, he or she may continue to receive the grant until he or she reaches 23 years of age.  

 

 The Independent Living Housing Subsidy Program funding is eligible for youth 16 years 

of age or older in the care and custody of the Department of Human Services. That youth 

must be engaged in 40 hours of productive time per week, including a combined total of 

25 hours or more of work and education activities. Additionally the youth much have had 

at least one prior substitute care placement and had the approval of the court to 

participate in the program. If a high school diploma has not been achieved, the child or 

young adult must be working actively to achieve a high school diploma or GED while 

enrolled concurrently in skill building services.  

 

 Chafee Housing Program funding is available for youth are 18 years of age or older but 

not yet 21 years of age, have been discharged from the care and custody of the 

Department of Human Services or one of the federally recognized tribes on or after 

reaching 18 years of age, be engaged in 40 hours of productive time per week, including 

a combined total of 25 hours or more of work and education activities; and have at least 

four hours of paid employment per week. If a high school diploma has not been achieved, 

the individual must be working actively to achieve a high school diploma or GED and 

enrolled in skill building services.  
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Runaway and Homeless Youth Services 

Agency: Department of Human Services 

Enabling Statute: ORS 417.779 

Outcomes: Increased services and supports for runaway and homeless youth 

 

Program Description 

The Department of Human Services is responsible for coordinating statewide planning for 

delivery of services to runaway and homeless youth and their families. The department 

recommends policies that integrate a system of services and support for runaway and homeless 

youth into the state’s continuum of care for children who are 0 through 18 years of age. The 

department may enter into and renew contracts with providers for the provision of services to 

runaway and homeless youth and their families. 
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Jobs Program 

Agency: Department of Human Services 

Enabling Statute: ORS 411.886 

Numbers Served:  November 1994 through June 30, 2011 – 32,009 individuals placed into JOBS 

Plus positions.  

June 30, 2011 snapshot – 302 participants were working in JOBS Plus with an 

average wage of $9.40 per hour 

Outcomes: Basic skills and increased employment opportunities for people on public 

assistance 

 

Program Description 

JOBS Opportunity and Basic Skills (JOBS) program is the state's employment and training 

program for people on public assistance. This program can help low-income families avoid the 

need for welfare. 

 

The JOBS program has undergone a significant change due to limited funding. Prior to July 1, 

2011, letters were sent to over 20,000 clients notifying them that their JOBS services would end 

on June 30, 2011 and that case managers would be working with them to develop new case 

plans, as appropriate, for the remaining services and slots available. 

 

The JOBS program continues to have a reduced number of service options going forward. There 

are limited slots available for the current set of services that include: job search, work 

experience, JOBS Plus subsidized employment, high school or GED completion for teen parents, 

and limited support payments. The Parents as Scholars component is closed to new participants. 
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Department of Human Services Food and Cash Assistance 

Agency: Department of Human Services 

Enabling Statute: ORS 412 

Outcomes: Reduction of the number of families living in poverty, through employment 

and community resources; Improve health and well-being of low income 

households and individuals by providing them a means to meet their nutritional 

needs. 

 

Program Description 

 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 

The TANF program provides cash assistance to low-income families with children while they 

strive to become self-sufficient. The program's goal is to reduce the number of families living in 

poverty, through employment and community resources. To qualify for TANF, families must 

have very few assets and little or no income. The current maximum monthly benefit for a family 

of three is $506. 

 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

SNAP (formerly known as the Food Stamp Program) is a federal nutrition program. The 

program's laws and regulations are based on the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 

passed by Congress in 2008. The Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) of the United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) administers the program.  

 

The intent of the program is to help improve the health and well-being of low income households 

and individuals by providing them a means to meet their nutritional needs. In Oregon, the 

Department of Human Services (DHS) Children, Adults and Families (CAF) Division 

administers the program. The eligibility determination and issuance of benefits are provided 

through offices across the state.  

 

In May 2009, about 602,000 Oregonians in 313,000 households received food benefits. The 

average monthly benefit was about $250 per household. The federal government pays the cost of 

benefits, about $78 million a month, and divides the cost of administering the program with the 

state.  

 

In Oregon, the benefits are distributed through the state's Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) 

system, which allows recipients to obtain their benefits by using an Oregon Trail Card at grocery 

store card-scanning devices.
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Public Safety Program Area 

 

Oregon Youth ChalleNGe [sic] Program 

Agency: Oregon Military Department 

Enabling Statute: ORS 396.360 

 

 2007 – 2009 2009 – 2011 2011 – 2013 

Numbers Served:  312 youth per year 312 youth per year 312 youth per year 

Cost per Youth: $11,150 / $12,020 $12,692 / $12,692 $13,975 / $13,975 

Federal Funds: $6,690 / $7,212 $7,615 / $9,519 $10,481 / $10,481 

State Funds: $4,460 / $4,808 $5,077 / $3,171 $3,494 / $3,494 

Outcomes: Reintegration into high schools; GED Completion 

 

Program Description 

The Oregon National Guard Youth ChalleNGe [sic] Program consists of two phases.  The first 

phase is a 22-week residential program at the Oregon National Guard Central Oregon Training 

and Education Facility (COTEF) in Bend, Oregon. Students learn self-discipline, leadership, 

responsibility, and work skills that enable them to be successful in society.  Students have the 

opportunity to complete educational credit with a goal of reintegrating into high school, earning 

a diploma, or to prepare for General Educational Development (GED) examinations. The second 

phase of the program is a 12-month nonresident program.  Program continuity is provided in this 

phase by incorporating positive role models from the community as mentors to the students.  The 

mentors help students continue efforts to meet educational and/or career goals set by the student 

during the residential phase.  This furthers student independence, making it possible to meet set 

goals and provide the groundwork to build productive and contributing Oregon citizens. 

  

Students must be 16-18 years old and have dropped out of school or be failing high school.  The 

student must be an Oregon resident, free of drugs, and not currently in the court system.  The 

curriculum combines classroom work, community service, and challenging individual and team 

activities into one experience.  Other major areas of instruction include health and drug abuse 

awareness, leadership, self-discipline, personal development, physical fitness, and basic work 

skills.  All students participate in local community projects to encourage personal growth and 

development.  Students have the opportunity to complete educational credit toward high school 

graduation or a GED certificate. 

  

Youth ChalleNGe is Oregon’s only statewide public alternative high school.  The program 

partners with and accepts students from every school district and all 36 counties in Oregon.  On 

an average per class, students attending the ChalleNGe program come from 40 different high 

schools and 25 counties throughout the state with a GPA of 1.2 at the entrance to the 

program.  100% of the students who graduate earn a high school diploma, a GED certificate, or 8 

Oregon certified high school credits to take back to their communities to re-enroll in high 

school.  The program is certified by the Oregon Department of Education and is accredited by 

the Northwest Accreditation Commission. 
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Youth Corrections and Juvenile Detention Education Programs 

Agency: Oregon Youth Authority; Oregon Education Department 

Enabling Statute: ORS 336.585, 336.590 

 

Numbers Served:  As of April 24, 2012 in the 2011-2013 Biennium 

 River Bend - 125 MacLaren – 574 Eastern – 83 

 Hillcrest – 99 Tillamook YCF – 81 RVYCF – 73 

 Oak Creek – 181 North Coast – 71 Florence - 31 

Cost per Youth: TBD   

Outcomes: High School Credit, Vocational Credit, College Credit, Food Handers Card, 

OSHA Safety Card, Welding Certificates, Barber License, Community Living 

and Employment Skills 

 

Program Description 

The Youth Corrections Education Program (YCEP), also established within the Department of 

Education, provides a standard high school education to all eligible youth incarcerated in Oregon 

Youth Authority (OYA) close custody correctional facilities. All programs are accredited to offer 

credits and high school diplomas. ODE contracts with four school districts and three educational 

service districts to administer the education programs in the ten OYA close custody facilities. 

 

Education programs receive the majority of their funding from the State School Fund (SSF). 

Amounts based on weighted student counts are transferred from the SSF to the programs and 

spent as Other Funds in the Department of Education’s budget. Programs also receive federal 

funds from sources such as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and Title I Part D — 

Prevention and Intervention Programs for Children and Youth who are Neglected, Delinquent, or 

at-Risk. 

 

In the past biennium, OYA Facilities Services has expanded educational and vocational 

programming available to youth with a particular emphasis on preparing youth for recession-

proof employment, such as careers related to horticulture and agriculture; greenhouse programs 

at nine facilities working in partnership with the Bureau of Land Management to produce 

seedlings for reforestation and land management projects; also raising, harvesting, packaging and 

shipping crops to local food share programs; master gardener certification; and orchard 

management. Other vocational opportunities preparing youth for employment readiness when 

released from OYA facilities include the following:  

 Licensed barbering program  

 Waste water treatment certification  

 OSHA certification preparing youth to be safety educated workers  

 Commercial laundry operation  

 Fire Academy certification for forest fire fighting  

 American Restaurant Association Culinary Arts certification and food handlers card  

 Construction and technical trade certification in welding, CAD design, solar home 

construction, manufacturing aide concrete work  

 Barista programs at several facilities encompassing small business operation  

 Marketing pastries to community based coffee shops  
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 Flagger certification  

 Work experience/ job shadowing out of transition camps; e.g. veterinarian, radio station, 

fire departments  

 Cabinet making certification  

 LINUX computer skills training using recycled computers from state surplus and 

promoting technological literacy 

 

Post-secondary education for youth who have earned a high school diploma has also been 

strongly emphasized in OYA facilities during the past biennium.  System-wide, 175 youths were 

taking college courses last biennium (dual credit and vocational programing). Post-secondary 

education opportunities for youth in OYA facilities include: 

 Access to Oregon State University  “Career Information System” to assess career interest, 

research careers, and educational opportunities is available to youth in all facilities 

 Online college course work is accessible by high school graduates in all facilities 

 The “Inside Out” program is operational in two OYA facilities.  This program involves 

college professors and students coming into OYA facilities for shared class time with 

OYA youth.  Undergraduate and post graduate credit is available for OYA youth that 

participate.   

 

In the future, additional educational and vocational programming for youth currently in 

development include: 

 

 Expansion of the Inside Out program to additional facilities 

 Partnership with Marion Polk Food Share to produce high protein food patties, providing 

youth with specialized training in food science 

 Aquaculture partnership with Marion Polk Food Share and accredited colleges for tilapia 

production 

 In coordination with the Governor’s Council on Re-Entry and collaboration with DOC, 

establishment of an education server for college level education via the internet  

 Access to College Level Examination Program sponsored by the National College Board 

to provide youth access to affordable college credit  

 National consortium for correctional education through OYA’s leadership in correctional 

education 

 Partnership with the University of Maryland Center for Educational Excellence in 

Alternative Settings 
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Economic and Community Development Program Area 

 

Community Services Block Grant 

Agency: Oregon Housing and Community Services 

Enabling Statute: ARRA, CSBG, ORS 458 

Outcomes: Education; Income Management; Emergency Services; Linkages; 

Employment; Nutrition; Health; Self-sufficiency; Housing 

 

Program Description 

The Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) is a federal, anti-poverty block grant that 

provides funds to local community action agencies to create programs and services that reduce 

the causes of poverty, revitalize low-income communities, and empower low-income families 

and individuals to become self-sufficient. Oregon Housing and Community Services (OHCS) is 

the state’s lead agency for administering CSBG programs. OHCS administers these funds 

through 18 member organizations, of which 17 are community action agency (CAA) partners. 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) provided additional funding to 

the CSBG program for FY 2009 to support ongoing activities and to encourage job creation. 

Oregon received $7,989,158 in ARRA funding, which was allocated in June 2009 through 

September 30, 2010.  

 

Under the regular CSBG program, community action agencies (CAAs) provide services and 

activities addressing employment, education, better use of available income, housing, nutrition, 

emergency services and health programs. To achieve the economic growth intent of the ARRA 

funding, states were allowed to revise the income limit for eligibility from 125 percent to 200 

percent of the federal poverty level for FY 2009 and 2010. 

 

Communities in Oregon use CSBG funds to offset the devastating effects of poverty. The funds 

provide communities with programs and services to help struggling individuals and families 

move from poverty to self-sufficiency. CSBG-funded programs provide a variety of services to 

alleviate the causes of poverty. The programs provide a range of services including: Education; 

Income Management; Emergency Services; Linkages; Employment; Nutrition; Health; Self-

sufficiency; and Housing. 

 

The goal is to move people from dependence on public assistance to economic self-sufficiency 

by addressing the root causes and effects of poverty.
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Food Assistance Programs 

Agency: Oregon Housing and Community Services 

Enabling Statute: ORS 458; Federal Department of Agriculture Legislation 

Outcomes: Increased food security; reductions in hunger; reductions in poverty 

 

Program Description 

 

Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservation 

The Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservation (FDPIR), also known as the Tribal 

Commodities Program, provides United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) commodity 

foods to low-income Native American and Non-Native American households that reside on or 

near the reservation, at least one (1) person who is a member of a federally recognized tribe, and 

is eligible to participate in FDPIR. The purpose of the program is to promote the general welfare 

and safeguard the health and well-being of the nation’s Native American population, by raising 

their levels of nutrition and nutrition education. Oregon Housing and Community Services 

operates the FDPIR for Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR). 

Eligible households for the OHCS FDPIR live on the CTUIR or are other Native American 

households living in Umatilla, Morrow, Gilliam, and Wheeler counties. 

 

Emergency Food Assistance Program 

The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) provides food to needy persons through 

emergency food box and congregates meal sites. Oregon Housing and Community Services 

(OHCS) is responsible for administering TEFAP and contracts with Oregon Food Bank to 

deliver the services. The Oregon Food Bank coordinates statewide distribution through regional 

food banks and hunger relief agencies. Low income individuals and families in need of food 

assistance are eligible; household income cannot exceed 185 percent of the federal poverty 

guideline. 
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Housing Security  

Agency: Oregon Housing and Community Services 

Enabling Statute: ORS 458 

Outcomes: Reductions in homelessness; increased housing security 

 

Program Description 

 

Housing Stabilization Program 

The Housing Stabilization Program assists households with children who are homeless or at 

risk of homelessness. The program is a partnership between public service agencies, Oregon 

Department of Human Services’ Children, Adults and Families Division, and Oregon 

Housing and Community Services (OHCS). 

 

The program assists to low- and very-low-income homeless or at-risk households with children. 

The local public service agency determines eligibility based upon income, legal status and other 

criteria. Eligible applicants may receive payment for one or more of the following services: 

 Shelter costs, such as: rent, mortgage and utility costs; costs for room and board at a 

domestic violence shelter, emergency shelter or “safe home;” moving costs; property 

taxes for up to one year, if necessary to avoid foreclosure; transportation costs to another 

area or residence; and cost of repairs necessary to make the applicant's housing habitable. 

 Food costs; 

 Medical care costs not covered by another source that are for a medical problem that 

appeared to be life-threatening at the time of occurrence; or are necessary to prevent a 

medical problem from becoming life-threatening; or deemed necessary by the community 

action agency. 

 Costs incurred for necessary support services include but not limited to child care; 

transportation; counseling; job training; education; life skills training. 

 Case management costs 

 

Low Income Rental Housing Assistance Program 

The Low Income Rental Housing Assistance Program is a prevention and intervention program 

that assists very low income households by providing short-term rental assistance to those in 

danger of losing their rental units because of involuntary hardship or homelessness. Oregon 

Housing and Community Services (OHCS) administer the program through local housing 

authorities and community action agencies. 

 

To qualify, the household’s income from all sources (not including income from the employment 

of children under the age of 18) must not exceed 50 percent of the area median income for that 

household size. Qualifying households receive a Low Income Rental Housing Fund grant 

covering up to six months of rental housing expenses. 

 

HOME Tenant-Based Rental Housing Assistance Program (HTBA) 

Oregon Housing and Community Services (OHCS) contracts with various public service 

agencies to administer the HOME Tenant-Based Rental Assistance (HTBA) program. Public 

service agencies include housing authorities, community action agencies, and local partnership 
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programs which typically consist of a partnership between a local housing authority and a 

community action agency. 

 

The program offers rental assistance in six-month or one-year terms to very low income tenants 

for the payment of housing costs and a refundable security deposit. The public service agency, 

tenant, and the landlord create a rental assistance agreement. The public service agency pays the 

landlord directly on behalf of the tenant. OHCS allocates up to 20 percent of the annual HOME 

Program grant to tenant-based rental assistance activities. 

 

To qualify, a household consisting of an individual or group of individuals must be very low 

income, i.e., cannot have a total gross household income from all sources that exceeds 50 percent 

of the area median income for that household size. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) establishes the rental amounts. A household must pay a portion of the rent 

based on its income. The minimum household contribution for housing costs is $10. 

 

Tenants can choose their own housing, provided the rental unit meets basic program 

requirements, including federal housing quality standards. Households can still receive rental 

assistance if they move. 
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Appendices 
 

 

Appendix I: Youth Development Council Legislation, HB 4165 

Appendix II: Rebuilding for Learning – Addressing Barriers to Learning and 

Teaching and Re-engaging Students 

Appendix III: Steering a Course Toward Effective Youth Policies – 

Dashboards for Youth 

Appendix IV: Community Schools – Promoting Student Success, A Rationale 

and Results Framework 

Appendix V: The Cradle through College Pipeline: Supporting Children's 

Development through Evidence-Based Practices 

 


