
Explanatory Notes on New Student Versions of the Writing Scoring Guide 
 

Drafts of new student versions released for preliminary use with students, subsequent teacher 

feedback, and revision: 

 

 Complete Version 

1 page per trait 

(6pages total) 

Condensed Version 

1 page, front & back 

New Format: 

Sub-headings Across Traits 

Condensed Version 

1 page, front & back 

Traditional Format: 

Complete Sentences 

 

4
th

 Grade   X 

7
th

 Grade X X X 

10
th

 Grade X X  

 

 

I. Differences between Official Scoring Guide and Student Versions:  

 

Purpose and Audience:  

• The Official Scoring Guide is designed for use by  

      - classroom teachers to evaluate student writing, e.g., work samples; 

      - ODE-trained raters to evaluate student writing generated during the Statewide Assessment. 

• See Section II below for a list of purposes and audiences for the new student versions. 

 

Grade-level Specificity: All student versions are more specific than the Official Scoring Guide in 

that they incorporate basic grade-level standards and expectations outlined in ODE’s Writing Test 

Specifications document. These grade-level expectations are used in training raters for the state 

assessment but do not appear in the Official Scoring Guide because it must apply to all grade levels.  

 

New Format: The Detailed and Condensed Versions for both 7
th

 and 10
th 

 Grades incorporate sub-

headings or categories of skills in each trait that students can follow across the score points (e.g., in 

Ideas, one sub-heading is “Supporting Details”). The purpose of this new format is to help students 

differentiate between one score point and another, especially as they try to improve their skills and 

set specific goals.  

 

Traditional Format: The 4
th

 Condensed Version and one format option for the 7
th

 Condensed 

Version do not use these sub-headings; instead, these versions are written in short but complete 

sentences. This seems to be more appropriate for Grade 4 and perhaps for certain 7
th

 Grade students.  

 

Generally accepted (and practiced) refinements of the Official Guide: As scoring directors have 

worked together over the years to generate training materials and to apply the Scoring Guide to 

student writing, certain grade level expectations, as identified in the Test Specifications documents, 

have been incorporated into the training sessions. The most generally accepted are reflected in the 

new student versions.  



 

II. Similarities and Differences between the Complete and Condensed Student Versions: 

 

1. Detailed Student Version (7
th

 and High School levels): 

 an detailed version with one page per trait (total of six pages) 

 includes a definition of terms and clarification of trait issues at the top of each page 

 reflects an effort to use only grade-level vocabulary 

 incorporates underlined sub-headings or categories of skills at each score point so that 

students may compare and contrast across score points and set goals for improvement 

 range of students for whom recommended: students who nearly meet to those who exceed 

 purposes:  

- to use as an instructional tool in the classroom 

- to aid students throughout the writing process, not just during revision 

- to use in student self-evaluation and goal-setting 

- to use in student peer response 

- to use with parents in conferences 

- to use in training classroom support staff (assistants, Resource Room staff, etc.) 

- to use with content area teachers in writing across the curriculum 

 

2. Condensed Student Versions (4
th

, 7
th

, and High School levels): 

 one page, front and back 

 in chart form with four vertical categories of score points; scores of 1 and 2 have been 

collapsed (“Needs Work”) and scores of 5 and 6 have been collapsed (“Strong”) 

 does not include definitions of terms and clarification of trait issues due to space limitations 

 vocabulary no higher than grade-level; slightly simpler than Detailed Version 

 4
th

 Grade Version is written in short but complete sentences 

 7
th

 Grade Condensed Version has two format options: one is written in the traditional format 

with short complete sentences; the new format incorporates sub-headings of skills that 

appear at each score point so that students may compare and contrast across score points 

 High School Condensed Version is in the new format only 

 range of students for whom recommended: from students who struggle with writing (usually 

do not meet standards) to those who are proficient; designed for students for whom spending 

time differentiating between 1 and 2, 5 and 6 would not be productive; or, for use with all 

students on an assignment that needs just a quick evaluation 

 purposes:  

- same as for Detailed Version above  

 

 

 


