
 
The Night Light  

Monthly newsletter with tech tips for teachers of the visually impaired  
 By Mary Fran Anderson and Scott McCallum 

 

1 

TECH  TIPS and UPDATES 

Special points of in-

terest: 
 Contact info: mander-

son@nwresd.k12.or.us 

 BVIS website contains 

new information and 

photos from Goalball 

Tournament 

https://sites.google.com/sit

e/oregonbvis/home 

 Tech Blog : Located on 

the website 

 Find additional re-

sources under  re-

source link on the 

website  

Tech Tips Updates 1 

DUXBURY TIPS 1 

OAKS TESTING TIPS 2 

THE ALVA 3 

YOUR COMMENTS 4 

ODE LETTER 5-7 

  

Inside this issue: 

March 2012 

Importance of Test Security 
By Holly Carter 
Oregon Department of Education 
 
The Test Administration Manual identifies several test security requirements to ensure that each Oregon student 
has a fair opportunity to demonstrate his or her abilities. As the 2011-12 testing window enters full swing it’s 
important that test administrators review key test security  requirements to avoid a test impropriety and possi-

ble invalidation of a student’s test. In particular, test administrators should keep the following requirements in 
mind: 

Students need a quiet test environment, free from distractions. Distractions to look out for include staff 
coming and going, even if they are authorized, and running a printer or embosser near the student while 
a student is responding to an item. 
 
Test administrators may not coach students. Coaching is defined as providing students with any type of 
assistance that may affect how a student responds, including verbal and non-verbal cues. Examples in-
clude interpreting, explaining, or paraphrasing a test item;  leading students through instructional strate-
gies such as Think Aloud; and reminding students to show their work or identify the source of their answer. 
 
Secure test items may not be retained. This includes retaining embossed copies of items or passages in 
between test sessions. This also includes saving Braille files of secure items to the test administrator’s com-
puter. 
 
If you are unsure whether a particular practice is allowed, check the Test Administration Manual, and if 
you cannot find an answer, check with your district test coordinator.   

 
Thank you! 

Holly Carter  
Assessment and Performance Measure Analyst 
Office of Assessment and Information Systems 

 Oregon Department of Education 
Phone: 503.947.5739 
holly.carter@state.or.us 

Duxbury Software Installation Tips 
 
Try following the steps below to resolve the problems that you might encounter when you attempt to reload Duxbury Translation software on the 

same computer that it was previously installed on.  

1. Right-click on the Duxbury icon on the desktop to access the drop-down menu.  

2. Choose Run as Administrator. 

3. If you get a pop-up message that says “Do you want to allow the following program to make changes to this computer”? Click the yes button. 

4. Once you are in Duxbury it will ask you for an authorization number. Type in the number that was sent to you by email with the instructions on 

loading Duxbury initially.  

5. Once you type in the authorization number press enter.  

6. Duxbury should open as an activated version.  

If you are still encountering problems, contact Duxbury by email at: support@duxsys.com  

Or by telephone at (978) 692-7912. You can request to speak with Dan.  

mailto:manderson@nwresd.k12.or.us?subject=Contact%20information
https://sites.google.com/site/oregonbvis/resources/alphabetical
https://sites.google.com/site/oregonbvis/resources/alphabetical
https://sites.google.com/site/oregonbvis/resources/alphabetical
https://sites.google.com/site/oregonbvis/resources/alphabetical
https://sites.google.com/site/oregonbvis/resources/alphabetical
https://sites.google.com/site/oregonbvis/resources/alphabetical
mailto:holly.carter@state.or.us
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BVIS website Update 

Check out the new photos and YouTube video of the recent Goalball 
championship that took place on March 2nd at Baker Prairie Middle 
School. 
 
Congratulations to WESD’s Goalball team “That’s Wassup” for taking 

1st place. 
Congratulations to CRP’s team “The Darkness” for taking 2nd place 

and NWRESD’s team “Scorpions”, for taking 3rd place.  
 

https://sites.google.com/site/oregonbvis/home 

 

Fully Functioning Practice Tests with embossing 

capabilities:  

1. The TA must log in with his/her username and password on 

the test training practice site:  

http://www.oaks.k12.or.us/training.html 

The TA will receive an ID number for the session.  

2. The student logs into the secure browser and selects go to 

practice test instead.  

3. Once the student reaches the screen “Please Sign In 

 Guest Session 

  Session ID 

The student deselects the Guest Session checkbox and types 

in the Session ID given to him/her by the test administrator. 

This allows the student’s computer to communicate with the 

TA computer, through the session ID which allows print 

requests to be sent to the TA computer.  

How to set contracted Braille before testing 

As the test administrator you have the option of setting con-

tracted Braille as opposed to the default of un-contracted 

Braille in the test settings.  

 

2.    Click on the See/Edit Details button under Test Settings.  

3.    Next to the Language setting choose Braille.  

4.    Next to the Braille Type settings choose contracted Braille.    

NOTE: the default setting is un-contracted Braille.  

5.  Click the Set and Approve button.  

How to set Emboss Request type as Auto-request 

As the test administrator you have the option of setting the emboss 

requests on auto-request as opposed to on-request in the test settings.  

 

1. On the Test Administrator’s computer after hitting the Approvals 

button for a student test request, the Approvals and Student 

Test Settings screen will appear.  

2. Click on the See/Edit Details button under Test Settings.  

3. Next to the Emboss Request Type setting choose Auto-Request. 

By choosing this option, you will allow auto print request genera-

tion from the test without having to select the print request button 

on each question or passage of the test.  

4. Click the Set and Approve button.  

 

OAKS TESTING TIPS 
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Using the ALVA BC640 as a Note-taking Device 
After speaking with several TVI’s around the state, there seems to be a lot of interest in using the ALVA BC640 (with the feature-pack) 
as a note-taking device to use in conjunction with the computer to complete assignments and take notes. In this month’s newsletter, I will 
introduce some of the ALVA BC640’s basic commands and introduce steps to using the device as a note-taker.  
 

You can use the  Feature Pack’s built-in note taker to create and edit documents, share them with a PC, and retrieve information 
from the PC to review on the Feature Pack, when it is disconnected from the PC. 

NOTE: The ALVA BC 640 can only be used as a note taking device if the feature pack is attached to the base unit.  

Orientation 
The ALVA BC 640 has two components including the base unit and the optional feature pack. 

The base unit houses the Braille display and internal memory for storage of system files, internal firmware, and storage 
face, where files from a PC can be copied and accessed when the ALVA is connected to another PC. 

 
The Optional Feature Pack has a Perkins-style Braille keyboard, audio speakers, a built-in microphone, connectors for an 

external Microphone and headphones, and additional flash memory for the Feature Pack’s internal note taker. 
 
The optional Feature Pack is mounted to the back edge of the ALVA’s   base unit, a visual and tactile line can be de-

tected below the Feature Pack’s spacebar, which defines where these two components are mounted. 
Navigation keys 

Space + Braille Key 1 + Braille Key 2 = Backspace NOTE: this is the same as a b chord 
Space + Braille Key 4 + Braille Key 5 = Delete 
Space + Braille Key 3 = Cursor back a character, or to the left.  
Space + Braille Key 6 = Cursor forward a character, or to the right.  
Space + Braille key 2 = Cursor back a word. 
Space + Braille key 5 = Cursor forward a word. 
Space + Braille key 1 or Thumb key 2 = Cursor back a line.  
Space + Braille key 4 or Thumb key 3 = Cursor forward a line.  

NOTE: Cursor routing buttons can also be used to move the cursor to the desired location on the Braille line. Inserting text within, or at the 
end of a file, is similar to doing so on a PC. The point of insertion is defined by the cursor position.  
 
 
Lesson 1: Becoming familiar with using “Notes” 
Objective: The user will learn to access the “Notes” application, gain an overview of its menu structure, and use it to manage files. 
Procedure: 
 

Turn the ALVA on by pressing in the red on/off switch on the right side of the ALVA BC640 unit. When the unit is turned on the 

on/off switch is flush with the side of the ALVA unit. 
To have the ALVA echo JAWS, you must have the ALVA BC 640 plugged into the USB port of the computer with JAWS turned 

on. Also, when you plug in the ALVA you will receive a message on the computer screen containing information about the 
ALVA as a storage device. It says “This disk or device contains more than one type of content. What do you want Windows to 
do? “. The user does not need anything from this menu, so press the cancel button.  

To access the “Notes” application, press the space bar while also pressing the Braille keys 1+3+4+5, as in the letter n.  
After you press the space bar and n key you are automatically placed in the “Notes” application and the ALVA Braille display  
Cont. from page 3 
 
will be blank except for a blinking cursor (Braille dots 7 and 8). The “Notes” application is similar to “Notepad” on a PC. 
Enter data using the ALVA BC640 Braille keyboard. You can write in unconstructed or contracted Braille. The Braille will appear 

on the Braille display as you input it. You are in the process of creating a data file which is stored on a flash memory chip 
located within the Feature Pack. 
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Once you are finished inputting data, press the ALT key, which is the furthest, right-most key on the Feature Pack. This will acti-
vate the “Notes” application’s Menu Bar”. 

After pressing the ALT key, four menus will be displayed on the Braille display. These include: 
File 
Edit 
Braille 
Help 

To access any of these menu choices press a routing button (black round button under the refreshable Braille display), to select 
a menu choice. To move back to the main menu, press Smartpad key 1 (key in front of the cursor routing keys with the 3 
horizontal lines on it). If you press the Smartpad key 1 another time, it will close the menu bar and return you to the 
“Notes” application. 

 

 

The Tractor Feed on the ViewPlus Embosser 

 

 

 

 

I’m sure this view looks familiar to all of you who have been test administrator’s. 

This is the tractor feed on the ViewPlus Max embosser.  

Sometimes the tractor feed does not properly feed the paper into the embosser. 

People have commented on the paper will feed one directions but not the other. 

Or, sometimes the paper does not feed at all. This is due to not having the tractor 

feed bar, (pictured below) aligned properly with the gear inside of the embosser.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you pull out the tractor feed bar it looks like the photo to the left. On the right side of the bar there 

is a white gear. I have it circled in green. This gear needs to fit securely to the black gear that resides 

inside of your embosser. Below is a picture of the location of the black gear on the right side of the 

tractor feed area.  

Line up your tractor feed bar so that the white gear is up against the black gear. Make sure that the 

left side of the tractor feed is even with the right side of the tractor feed bar. Then, press down gently 

until it secures itself into place, as in the photo below.  
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Oregon Blind Students First in Nation with Access to Online Adaptive Testing - Oregon Department of Education 
Oregon Dept of Education 
  
March 13, 2012 
 
Oregon Blind Students First in Nation with Access to Online Adaptive Testing 
 
Technology tools transform testing of Braille users  
 
(Salem, Ore.) - For the first time in Oregon history, blind students now have access to the state’s online adaptive test system. Before 
this school year, Oregon’s blind students took their state tests using printed Braille assessments. Now, thanks to cutting edge technol-
ogy, Braille users are taking state tests online with their peers.  
 
“Thanks to years of work by dedicated staff, educators, and partners, we have provided access not only to our online testing system 

but also to critical technical tools that will help our students prepare for their futures,” said Superintendent of Public Instruction Susan 
Castillo. “Oregon’s online, adaptive 
testing system has long been seen as a model in the nation, and now, for the first time, this system is available to all Oregon kids.”  
 
The new OAKS Online Braille Interface, designed by Oregon’s test vendor and partner American Institutes for Research (AIR), a llows 
Oregon’s blind students to access the same online test and the same number of testing opportunities as their sighted classmates. In ad-
dition, Oregon’s online testing system is adaptive, meaning that each student’s test is unique and adapts to the level of difficulty most 
appropriate for that student. Oregon’s adaptive testing system provides a more precise measure of what students know and are able 
to do and provides students and teachers with immediate feedback on whether or not a student has met standard. In the past, Braille 
users had to work their way through thick stacks of printed test pages and students could only take 
the test once.  
 
Damanti Burfict, an 8th grader at LaCreole Middle School in Dallas, is one of the students who has used the new testing system. “It’s 
pretty cool,” said Burfict. “It helped me understand what the test was all about and it helped get the test done quicker. It felt great to 
know I was taking the same test as everybody else.”  
 
Damanti’s vision teacher, Joyce Lonsford, echoed his excitement. “This test gives kids the control, the power to make choices . The peo-
ple who put this together did an awesome job!” Students will continue to take the test throughout the spring.  
 
Thanks to funding from the Blind and Visually Impaired Student Fund, which was created after the sale of the Oregon School for the 
Blind, state-of-the-art technology tools were provided for each Braille user in Oregon public schools.  
 
"These new assessments are a great example of how the Blind and Visually Impaired Student fund can be used to boost access and 
achievement for kids all across the state," said Rep. Sara Gelser. "Hopefully, this is just one of many initiatives Oregon will take to be 
on the leading edge of accessibility for students with sensory disabilities."  
 
Oregon’s K-12 Braille users now have access to a range of technology tools including a refreshable Braille display so that students 
can read what is on their computer screen, a desktop embosser to print Braille documents at the school site, and specialized software 
to translate documents into Braille and read text aloud to students. In addition to using this equipment for state testing, students and 
teachers also have access to these tools for instructional purposes.  
 
“Having an embosser and Braille translation software at every school with a visually impaired student is key as it allows the student to 

have more timely access to instructional materials,” said Northwest Regional ESD Vision Services Coordinator Scott McCallum. “This 
technology really levels the playing field. As our society becomes more and more reliant on computers, the more computer and tech-
nology experience our students have the better prepared they will be for what they will face in college or a career.”  
 
The Oregon Department of Education worked closely with the American Institutes for Research over the past two years to design and 
launch this new test interface. Educators, content experts, vision teachers, Braillists, and students from around the state provided input 
and expertise during the design phase and helped to prepare Oregon’s bank of over 16,000 test items for presentation in Brail le.  
 
“AIR was thrilled to partner with ODE and a diverse group of experts to develop this real-time Braille system,” said Dr. Jon Cohen, 
Executive Vice President and Director of AIR’s Assessment Program. “The system is providing truly equal access for Oregon’s students 
who are blind and is serving as a national model as other states adopt this approach.”  
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While a few other states have offered online Braille tests to students, Oregon is the first to offer an online, adaptive test to Braille 
users. As the nation moves toward comment assessments to test students on the new Common Core State Standards, there will be a 
need for a nationally recognized online Braille assessment. The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium will be conducting a case 
study of Oregon’s new Braille interface this spring to examine the possibility of using it as a model for national use.  
 
For more information on the OAKS Online Braille Interface, please visit: http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/Braille.  
 
For more information about the Blind and Visually Impaired Student Fund, please visit: http://sites.google.com/site/oregonbvis.  
 
Susan Castillo, State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Christine Miles, Communications Director, Telephone (503) 947-5637 
http://www.ode.state.or.us 

 
 

What About YOU? 

We would love to hear from you. Any comments, suggestions, tips or general conversation that 

you want to share would be beneficial for all of us. For example, we would like to hear stories 

from your region featuring a student or an activity.  

Please contact me at manderson@nwresd.k12.or.us or by telephone at (503) 614-1287. 

Thanks.   

Mary Fran Anderson 

Here’s some news from Mark Moskowitz at SOESD  

Region 3, Southern Oregon, have been using BVIS support for a variety of activities.  For example, On Tuesday February 21st 11 

students, two of them blind, from kindergarten through 10th grade visited ScienceWorks, a hands-on museum.  The younger student’s 

conducted a science experiment where they were guided through the steps of mixing baking soda and vinegar inside a small beaker. 

This allowed them to feel or watch as the reaction of the two ingredients as it expanded a balloon capping the mixture. Nevaeh Hum-

sicker, 5, of Medford, who has partial vision, said the balloon and gas experiment was one of her favorite parts of the field trip.  

There were other experiments too including a science show about nanoparticles and a scavenger hunt through the museum’s exhib its. 

Mark Moskowitz said “this was a wonderful opportunity for kids in our program to get meaningful exposure to science. They are just 

as competitive as anyone else …but something like this can make it easier for them to learn and enjoy themselves”.  

 In addition, on  Friday, 3/2/12, the students traveled  to Southern Oregon University for a live audio-described childrens’ theatre 

presentation of “Raccoon Earns His Stripes” provided by their theatre arts department.  Mark expected that a number of students 

would attend this event from the five county region.  We are also in the process of putting together a “Mommy and Me Swim Program 

for Toddlers Who Are Visually Impaired” at Rogue Aquatics in Medford.  We expect this to be a two month program with weekly 


