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(Email: helpdesk@wesd.org) 

Region 2: Which includes: Lane, 
Jefferson, Crook, Deshutes, Lake, 
Klamath, Douglas, Coos, Curry, 
Josephine, Jackson, Klamath 
counties, contact: 

877-373-3684 

(Email: kristi-
nekeizer@douglasesd.k12.or.us) 

Region 3: Which includes: 
Sherman, Gilliam, Morrow, Uma-
tilla, Union, Wallowa, Wheeler, 
Grant, Baker, Harney, Malheur 
counties contact:  

800-706-4775 

(Email: pe-
ter.campbell@imesd.k12.or.us 

 

 

OAKS TESTING NEWS 

1. At BVIS we are hearing   of 
issues about the Zonet wireless 
box and we are working with 
the technology department at 
NWRESD to come up with a 
solution. If any of you have had 
success with the Zonet, please 
share your successes by emailing 
Mary Fran Anderson at mander-
son@nwresd.k12.or.us. 

2. The TVI working as the test ad-
ministrator can be responsible 
for installing drivers for the 
ViewPlus Tiger Max embosser 
when it is directly connected to 
the computer using the USB ca-
ble. Also install the Tiger Soft-
ware Suite that comes with the 
embosser. This installation should 
be done prior to connecting it to 
the Zonet wireless box.   

3. Due to the complexity of 
using the Zonet wireless 
box, the district Technol-
ogy person should be re-
sponsible for setting up 
wireless access using the 
Zonet box (ZPW 4000).  

4. For questions directly re-
lated to the assessment 
and accountability, as well 
as test administration,  
there are OAKS testing 
help desks for specific 
regional areas.  

Region 1: Which includes: Clat-
sop, Columbia, Washington, 
Multnomah, Hood River, Tilla-
mook, Yamhill, Clackamas, 
Polk, Marion, Wasco, Lincoln, 
Benton, and Linn counties con-
tact:  

800-970-8372 

ALVA BC640 information 

 
When preparing to use the ALVA 
BC640 with a PC running Windows 7, 
It is important that a sequence is fol-
lowed as the ALVA drivers adjust set-
tings in JAWS 12.0 automatically when 
installed.  

Here are the suggested steps: 

(Note: You might want to de-install the 
existing driver before installing the 

new driver 

1. Install JAWS 12.0 on the computer that 
will have the ALVA BC640 attached.  

2. Download the ALVA driver for the 
ALVA BC640. (Download it again even 
if you have already done so.) It will 
automatically adjust the settings in 
JAWS. 

3. Plug the ALVA BC640 into the PC using 
the USB cable. NOTE: Use the same 
port when later plugging in the ALVA.  

4. Turn on the ALVA BC 640 

5. Restart the computer with the ALVA 
plugged in and turned on. You will 
hear a chime.  

6. If JAWS does not 
start up automatically, turn JAWS on 
once the computer is running.  

7. The ALVA should read and display in 
Braille what appears on the computer. 
screen.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

TECH  TIPS and UPDATES 

Special points of in-
terest: 
 Contact info: mander-

son@nwresd.k12.or.us 

 BVIS website contains 

new information and 
photos from Paralym-
pic Games 

https://sites.google.com/sit
e/oregonbvis/home 

 Tech Blog : Located on 

the website 

 Find additional re-

sources under  re-
source link on the 
website  
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What’s New on the BVIS website 

ers, parents and adults work-
ing with them.  

2. A blog for vision impaired 
ios (Apple products) users 
called AppleVis 

http://www.applevis.com/
blog 
 
 
3. Association of Blind Citi-
zens: 
The Association of Blind Citi-

zens operates the Assistive 
Technology Fund. The Assistive 
Technology Fund (ATF) will 
provide funds to cover 50% 
of the retail price of adaptive 
devices or software.   

BVIS Website News 

Updated information under 
the resources link of the BVIS 
website. 

Featured free webinars: 

 1. Dr. Denise M Robinson 
from: YourTechVision.com 

Education, instruction, and 
keystroke based lessons for 
blind/visually im-
paired/sighted people, teach-
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TECH  TIPS and UPDATES  Continued from page 1 
 

Resource Links: 

 

 Oregon Department of Education: Pro-
vides information on OAKS Assessment 
Administration as well as the Braille Inter-
face of OAKS Online 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/braille 

 Blind and Visually Impaired Student 
Fund: 

The Blind and Visually Impaired Student fund 
(BVIS) was created by School for the Blind 
(OSB) September 1, 2009.  It provides services 
for those former OSB students and continues 
the mission to service students who are visually 
impaired in the state.   

http://sites.google.com/site/oregonbvis/home 

  

 Oregon Textbook and Media Center 

OTMC provides textbooks and supplementary 
materials in a format selected to match individ-
ual student needs (Braille, large print, or audio 
recordings).  

http://www.wesd.org/sped/   

 

 OAKS Online Practice Test:  

This site is used for students practic-
ing OAKS testing using the secure 
browser.  

http://oakspt.tds.airast.org/student/ 

 Braille Authority of North 
America 

The mission of the Braille Authority 
of North America (BANA) is to assure 
literacy for tactile readers through 
standardization of braille and/or 
tactile graphics.  

http://www.brailleauthority.org/ 

 
 Instructional Materials: AIM 

This site serves as a resource to 
state- and district-level educators, 
parents, publishers, conversion 
houses, accessible media producers, 
and others interested in learning 
more about and implementing AIM 
and NIMAS.  

http://aim.cast.org/ 

 Test Administration Manual: 

the Test Administration Manual contain test 
administration and security policies. Specific 
procedures and guidelines for administering 
particular assessments are contained in Ap-
pendices A - P located at the end of the 
manual. Appendix P is the glossary of terms 
which must be consistently used for effective 
communication about the Oregon Statewide 
Assessments. These appendices contain im-
portant information that must be used for 
valid administration of the Oregon State-
wide Assessments.  

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?
=486 
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We would love to hear from you. Any comments, suggestions, tips or general conversation 
that you want to share would be beneficial for all of us.  

Please contact me at manderson@nwresd.k12.or.us or by telephone at (503) 614-1287. 

Thanks.   

Mary Fran Anderson 

What About YOU? 

Frequently Asked Questions 

for Duxbury and Tiger Max? 
 
 
     A The Duxbury format
 ted files are BRF  
 files and Tiger Max 
 files are PRN 
 files.  
 
3. Q What is the difference 
between a radio button com-
mand and a button command 
when navigating in an OAKS 
test?  
 
     A   The radio buttons on 
 the test are accessed 
 using the 
 Braille r on the ALVA 
 BC640 or the qwerty 
 r when using the 
 qwerty keyboard. 
 This command 
 moves you through 
 the radio buttons 
 within the test ques
 tions. The button 
 command accessed 
 using the Braille let
 ter b on the ALVA 
 BC640 or the qwerty 
 b when using the 
 qwerty keyboard is 

 for navigating to 
 the pause and next 
 buttons at the bottom 
 of the test screen.  
 
4. Q In what situation is the 
JAWS dictionary used?  
 
     A.  The JAWS diction ary is 
 used only during math 
 testing. It should be 
 disabled when  math 
 testing is complete.  
 
5. Q Where can I find the JAWS 
math dictionary file:  
 
A ode.state.or.us/go/
 Braille 
 

1. Q What software needs to 
be loaded on the Testing 
Administrator’s computer and 
what software needs to be 
loaded on the student’s com-
puter? 

      
       A TA computer should 
 have the following 
 software Installed:  
  
 1. Duxbury Braille 
 Trans-lator software 
 2. Drivers for the 
 Tiger Max Braille 
 embosser as well as 
 the Tiger Software   
 Suite. 
  
 Student computer 
 should  have the 
 following software in
 stalled: 
 1. JAWS 12.0 
 2. Windows 7  
 3. ALVA driver soft
 ware for the refresh
 able Braille display 
 4. OAKS Secure 
 Browser 5.0 
 
2. Q  What are the file formats 
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FREQUENTLY 

ASKED 

QUESTIONS— 

REGARDING 

OAKS TESTING 
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