
Parent FAQ: Graduation Requirements  
Oregon’s Transition to Smarter Balanced Assessments: 
With Oregon’s transition from OAKS to the Smarter Balanced assessments in English language arts/literacy and 
math come questions regarding how new state tests may impact students’ ability to satisfy graduation requirements.  
This FAQ includes answers to commonly asked questions pertaining to graduation in light of this transition.  Please 
visit our Testing and Accountability tab on our website at www.ode.state.or.us for additional information.    
 
1. Does this new test mean that graduation is more difficult? 

No.  Graduation expectations remain consistent as in previous years.  Additionally, the Oregon Department of 
Education is offering avenues to ensure our transition to new state tests does not negatively impact students.  If 
your child is a junior this year, he/she will take Smarter Balanced and may satisfy Essential Skills graduation 
requirements by achieving a score that is equal to or higher than the score initially required to pass OAKS in 
previous years.  This score will be lower than the Level 3 “college- and career-ready” score.  If your child is a 
senior this year, he/she will have the option to satisfy Essential Skills graduation requirements by passing the 
OAKS tests in Reading, Writing, and Math.   

2. What is the score a student must achieve on Smarter Balanced to meet 
graduation requirements? 
This has not been determined yet.  The Oregon Department of Education will use Smarter Balanced test results 
to establish an equivalent score between the new Smarter Balanced tests and our previous OAKS tests.  This 
score will represent what a student needs to earn on Smarter Balanced to demonstrate that they have mastered 
the Essential Skills graduation requirements for our state, and will be established by Fall 2015--after students 
receive their Smarter Balanced test scores.  The delay between when students receive their Smarter Balanced 
test scores and when the Essential Skills passing score is determined is to ensure the most up-to-date and 
accurate data is used to  establish a score that reflects appropriate  and fair expectations of student 
performance on our new state tests. 

3. If a student does not “pass” the Smarter Balanced assessments, can they still 
graduate? 
Yes.  State tests in English and math are just one option students can use to meet graduation requirements.  As 
in prior years, students can demonstrate that they have mastered the Essential Skills on an assessment from 
one of these approved categories: 

  

i. Statewide Assessment (Smarter Balanced assessments)  
ii. Other Assessments (visit ODE Essential Skills* for a full list of approved options)  
iii. Work Samples (locally administered and scored) 

 

Please check in with your school to talk about where your child is at in meeting graduation requirements and 
which options are available to your child this school year. 

4. Can Smarter Balanced scores be used for college placement? 
Yes.  For at least the next two years, Oregon’s 17 community colleges and 7 universities may choose to waive 
additional placement testing for entering students if they score a 3 or higher on Smarter Balanced tests and 
meet requirements for continued academic rigor during grade 12.  Learn more here.** 

*http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2042   
**http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/?u=4594642efda13a6f682ce6914&id=e1d77a2415&e=c49bbfd968%20-%20Article%202  
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