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Oregon, in collaboration with other governing states and the staff of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 
(Smarter), is preparing for the Common Assessments for Mathematics and English Language Arts, which will begin in 
2014-15.  Smarter uses Evidence-Centered Design (ECD) in developing the common assessment. ECD helps clarify, 
document, and link the steps in test development.  Phases provide information for each other (both forward and 
backward) so iteration and recycling occur throughout the development phases.  Thus, set answers are not yet available 
for all questions.  For more information (including FAQs, factsheets, opportunity to Stay Connected, and much more) on 
the common assessment design and development process, please visit http://www.smarterbalanced.org/.  
 
The Oregon Department of Education (ODE) has received a variety of questions from the field. To help Oregon school 
districts, teachers, and students prepare for the transition, ODE has prepared responses to the following questions. These 
questions are organized into the following categories: 

 Assessment System Infrastructure 
 Testing Opportunities and Eligibility 
 Test Administration 
 Transitioning  

 
ODE will add questions and responses to this document over time as more information about the transition becomes 
available. 
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Assessment	System	Infrastructure	
Question Response 

For states administering their own Science and Social 
Sciences tests, will the test interface be shared with the 
Smarter tests in Math and Reading? Implications: user 
accounts/log-ins, student familiarity with the interface 
functionality and navigation 

Oregon Department of Education highly values a common test 
interface for all required K-12 assessments (ELA, 
Mathematics, Science, and English Language Proficiency) and 
social sciences.  ODE staff are working with Smarter to help 
ensure that there will be a common interface for these 
assessments in 2014-2015, but we do not yet have a definite 
answer.   
 
Related Information:  Smarter is committed to preserving 
flexibility for states. Therefore, the consortium expects that 
there will be multiple procurement options available for the 
assessment system, which may provide compatibility with 
tests in other subjects. The Smarter Sustainability Task Force 
will provide recommendations on which procurement and 
delivery models to pursue. Ultimately, Governing States will 
make the final decisions considering state needs, economies 
of scale, comparability, and efficiency. 
 
Smarter intends to maximize the potential for integration 
through the use of open-source technology and standard 
protocols whenever possible to promote compatibility with 
existing systems. Additional information about the Smarter 
Balanced IT system architecture is available at: 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/news/smarter-balanced-
releases-technology-strategy-framework-and-system-
requirements-specifications/ (Updated) 
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Question Response 

Will the interim assessments developed by Smarter be 
available to Oregon school districts as a part of the 
assessment system package or are they separate? 

Oregon Department of Education has heard clearly from 
districts that the state should provide Smarter interim and 
formative assessments.  At this time, we anticipate that the 
Interim assessments will be made available to Oregon districts 
(at no additional cost to districts), but we do not yet have a 
definite answer.    
 
Related information from Smarter:  Smarter has not yet made 
a decision regarding how the interim assessments and 
formative assessment practices will be made available after 
the system is implemented in 2014–15. Smarter will work 
closely with member states as these platforms are developed 
to ensure that the assessment system meets the needs of 
schools and educators. 

If a district wants to use the interim assessments, who/what 
is the funding source for them – the State or individual 
districts? Will all Oregon districts have access to the Smarter 
interim assessments and the formative assessment tools (is 
the state going to purchase these pieces), or will each district 
have to pay for these pieces of the system? 

ODE has proposed to the Deputy Superintendent of Public 
Instruction that the Interim assessments be purchased by the 
State for use in all public schools.  At the current time, it is 
ODE’s intent that the state will make these assessments 
available to districts, and we are recommending state-level 
funding for these assessments, but a formal decision has yet 
to be made. 
 
Related information from Smarter: Because the interim 
assessments are not a required part of the Smarter 
assessment system, it will be for each state to determine 
whether to offer the interim assessment package.  
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Question Response 

Will the interim/formative assessments being developed by 
Smarter be available for download from the Smarter 
resources into our curriculum & instruction system (e.g., 
Global Scholar's Pinnacle integrated grade book and 
curriculum/instruction system)?  If so, will the Smarter 
system allow upload of student responses and scores? 

Because Smarter’s online test delivery system is still in 
development, it is not possible to predict specific program 
compatibility or integration.  ODE’s believes that the Interim 
assessment will be part of a common system along with the 
summative assessments.  Smarter is designing the formative 
assessments as resources that can be downloaded locally. 
 

Will districts need to plan for added hardware, and if so, what 
type? This presents a real budget concern for all.  If needed, 
hardware additions will take several years of purchases to 
accomplish under Oregon districts’ current funding situation 
so districts need as much notice as possible to make budget 
plans, possibly starting this year.  

The technology guidelines released in late November 2012, 
were informed by the results of the Technology Readiness 
Tool (available online at 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-
assessments/technology/).  Smarter worked with Oregon and 
other member states to develop these comprehensive 
minimum technology requirements detailing bandwidth, 
hardware, and operating system specifications for devices 
eligible to administer the assessments beginning in the 2014-
15 school year. 
 
To help schools and districts make instructional technology 
purchases over the next two years, Smarter has developed 
new hardware purchasing guidelines. These hardware and 
operating system guidelines are meant to inform current and 
future purchasing decisions to ensure that new devices are 
compatible with the Smarter assessment system in 2014-15.  

Will all states have a paper-pencil option or only states with 
truly limited resources and no experience with online 
testing? If only some will qualify, when/how will that be 
decided?  

Smarter’s paper-pencil administration option is available to 
states for three years following the launch of the Smarter 
Common Assessment system.  The paper-pencil option is 
designed to help bridge the transition to online testing for 
those states that do not yet have sufficient capacity for 
administering large-scale tests online.   
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Question Response 

What does flexible mean regarding the interim assessment? 
Will teachers be able to choose items? 

ODE anticipates that teachers will be able to choose at the 
standard level (most likely at the Claim and Target level). The 
test engine will then select items from the item bank designed 
to assess that standard or cluster of standards. It is unlikely 
that teachers will be able to choose at the item level--
particularly because there will be so many items. 

Will there be a standards based report card for students? 
And for school and districts? 

Smarter is developing a secure, online reporting system that 
will provide assessment results to students, parents, teachers, 
and administrators. The reports—differentiated by audience—
will show student achievement and progress toward college 
and career readiness as measured by the claims in English 
language arts/literacy and mathematics, which are aligned with 
the Common Core State Standards. Information about the 
claims is available in the Smarter ELA/Literacy and 
Mathematics Content Specifications: 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-
assessments/. 
 
Reports will likely provide more detailed information at the 
classroom and school level. For example, on the writing claim, 
it may be difficult to report sub-scores within writing–such as 
organization or style–at the student level, but it may be 
possible to do so across a larger number of students at 
classroom or school level. 
 (http://www.smarterbalanced.org/news/smarter-balanced-
awards-reporting-system-contract-to-wireless-generation/)  

 

Testing	Opportunities	and	Eligibility	
Question Response 
Is there an option to retest students who did not pass during ODE anticipates providing the summative assessments for 



Oregon Department of Education      Office of Assessment and Information Services  
Development of the 2014-2015 Math and ELA Common Assessments through the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC)                      

Updated December 27, 2012   6 
 

Question Response 
their 11th grade attempt?  12th graders who did not pass during their 11th grade year, but 

we do not yet have a definite answer yet.   
 
Smarter anticipates that there will be 12th grade students who 
wish to retake the 11th grade summative assessment. This 
opportunity would be available to states on a fee-basis. The 
high school level must be administered once for accountability 
reasons, and it will be up to each state in the consortium to 
determine whether students are allowed to retest. 

Will students have the option to test earlier than their 11th 
grade year? 

Through the optional interim assessments, teachers will have 
the ability to administer a comprehensive interim assessment 
that mirrors the content of the summative assessment or to 
select one or more content clusters to assess specific 
elements of the grade-level Common Core State Standards for 
students in 9th and 10th grade. In addition, Smarter will develop 
an end-of-course test-builder using the interim item bank for 
states that wish to administer high school end-of-course 
assessments. The design characteristics of the interim 
assessment for grades 9 and 10 are still being developed and 
reviewed by member states. 

Will there be multiple testing opportunities for students who 
don’t meet, or if students want to try to exceed? 

Smarter will offer a retake opportunity on the computer-
adaptive portion of the summative assessment for students 
who feel their scores are inaccurate or that believe the test was 
administered under non-standard circumstances. 

Will there be Smarter performance tasks for grades 9 and 10 
in reading, math and writing?  If so, will the grade 9, 10, and 
11 performance tasks be the same across grades or will they 
be different tasks for each grade?   

Yes. Smarter will develop performance tasks in ELA/literacy 
and mathematics for students in grades 9-11. The design 
characteristics of the interim assessment for grades 9 and 10 
are still being developed and reviewed by member states. 

How tight is the 12 week testing window regarding the 
summative assessment? Is there any flexibility especially for 
schools that have block schedules? Will both the computer 

Currently the window is 12 weeks based on the requirement 
that each school have available a comparable measure of 
growth.  As described in Smarter’s proposal, the consortium 



Oregon Department of Education      Office of Assessment and Information Services  
Development of the 2014-2015 Math and ELA Common Assessments through the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC)                      

Updated December 27, 2012   7 
 

Question Response 
adaptive and the performance task portions of the summative 
assessment be administered during the same 12 week 
testing window? 

will research opportunities for additional flexibility.  To date, the 
consortium does not anticipate having different administration 
schedules for schools with block schedules. 

What alternative assessment options will be available for 
students with special needs? 

The Smarter assessment system will provide valid, fair, and 
reliable measures of achievement and growth for students with 
disabilities and English language learners. The assessments 
are being designed from the beginning to address visual, 
auditory, and physical access barriers—allowing virtually all 
students to demonstrate what they know and can do.  
 
Smarter items and tasks will be accessible to as many 
students as possible without adaptation, while also supporting 
accommodations to meet the needs of specific subgroups of 
students, including: auditory presentation of content; tactile 
presentation of content (e.g., Braille); and translated 
presentation of content in signed form and select languages. 
 
In addition, Oregon has recently joined the National Center and 
State Collaborative (NCSC) consortium as a Tier II state 
(http://www.ncscpartners.org). Smarter’s intent is to ensure 
that the Smarter assessment system is aligned with the work of 
the alternate assessment consortia so that states may 
implement both in the 2014-15 school year. 
(http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3709)  

 
 

Test	Administration	
Question Response 

Will the assessments be adaptive just within grades or 
across grades? 

Smarter will incorporate grade band-based items to ensure that 
the assessments provide more detailed information about 
student performance at the two different extremes of the 
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achievement continuum (advanced and below proficiency for 
each grade band). 

Where can I find released sample Smarter test items and 
performance tasks? 

A limited number of sample items and performance tasks are 
available at http://www.smarterbalanced.org/news/smarter-
balanced-releases-sample-assessment-items-and-
performance-tasks/.  
 
Below are direct links to sample ELA/literacy and mathematics 
items and performance tasks. 
 
ELA / Literacy: 
http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/ELA
.htm  
 
Mathematics: 
http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/inde
x.htm  

	

Transitioning	
Question Response 

What is the transition plan to move from the current Oregon 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) to Smarter? 

The Smarter Common Assessment for Math and ELA / 
Literacy will first be administered and used for accountability 
purposes in 2014-2015.  To help districts prepare for the 
likelihood of having a shorter test window and only one test 
opportunity per year under the Smarter Common Assessment, 
ODE has implemented a reduction in the number of OAKS 
testing opportunities for students in grades 3 – 8 starting in 
2012-2013.  
 
For purposes of the Essential Skills graduation 
requirement, ODE will conduct an alignment study in 2014-
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2015 to identify a Smarter achievement standard that aligns to 
the current OAKS achievement standard of “meets” for High 
School. This study will be based on actual student 
performance on the Smarter Common Assessment 
administered in 2014-2015.  ODE and the State Board of 
Education will use the results of this study to determine a 
transitional achievement standard for the 2011-2012 through 
2014-2015 cohorts to use to demonstrate proficiency in the 
Essential Skills.   

Will students who already passed OAKS earlier in their high 
school career be grandfathered in and exempted from taking 
Smarter in their 11th grade year? 

Students who take OAKS and pass prior to their 11th grade 
year (banked OAKS scores) may use the OAKS to meet the 
Essential Skills graduation requirement. 
 
Smarter is working with its member states to determine 
whether students who pass a state assessment prior to their 
11th grade year will be required to take the Smarter 
assessments for purposes of school and district accountability 
under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 

Will the Smarter assessments use the same accommodation 
codes that Oregon currently uses? 

Accommodations are specific to the assessment and 
administration conditions for a test.  ODE anticipates that the 
accommodations for the Smarter assessments in ELA and 
mathematics will be different from those of OAKS.   
 
Smarter has contracted with a vendor to design Accessibility 
and Accommodations Policy Guidelines for the Smarter 
Common Assessment.   

 


