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The high-level vision as paraphrased from New Assessments for the Common Core State 
Standards: 
 
The standards provide priorities for assessment. The introductions to grades K–8 identify two to 
four critical areas for each grade level; thereby, setting priorities for teachers, professional 
developers, and assessment writers.  Effective assessments will focus primarily on these areas. 
They also will address the structure of mathematical knowledge by including multi-step 
problems that require students to integrate different, but connected, skills and understandings. 
They will include word problems and modeling problems that require students to read about a 
situation, represent it mathematically, carry out procedures for solution, and interpret the 
solution in terms of the context. They will attend to the standards for mathematical practice by 
designing tasks that draw on the habits of mind and ways of thinking of a mathematically expert 
practitioner. All of this will require a higher proportion--than we see presently--of free-response 
items, assessments embedded in classroom instruction, and assessments that ask students to 
make a strategic choice of mathematical and technological tools. 
(http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/commoncore/assessments_for_the_common_core_
standards.pdf) 
 
 
With this high level vision in mind, the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) 
released draft content specifications in Mathematics for public comment and review. Based on 
the Common Core State Standards, the content specifications provide a framework for the 
development of the SMARTER Balance’s core assessment system. Interested stakeholders 
were invited to provide feedback during the first round on the mathematics content 
specifications during the month of September, 2011. The next draft is due to be released for 
review in November 2011, and will be announced to the Oregon educational community. The 
content specifications, surveys, and a recorded Webinar walkthrough of the previous draft of the 
mathematics specifications document are available on the consortium’s website at: 
http://www.k12.wa.us/SMARTER/Resources.aspx.  
 
The Content Specifications describe the vision for assessing student behavior that would be 
evidence of proficiency with the mathematics content included in the Common Core State 
Standards. This is the framework for the next generation of assessments. Following the 
establishment of the Content Standards, SBAC will design the test specifications and item 
specifications for the assessment system. When those documents are drafted, reviewed, and 
finalized, specific details will be available. The number of items of any type on the tests, the time 
required for the assessment, or how many of the consortium states’ assessment systems may 
be assimilated into the next generation are unknown at this time. The importance of keeping 
apprised of developments in the assessment system, the ongoing review of the documents as 
they are available, and the constant flow of constructive feedback cannot be overstated. Some 
of the finest mathematics education minds in the country are at work developing this new 
assessment system as part of the general effort to catapult American education back to its 
position as a leader in the global community. As groups of Oregon teachers have commented in 
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reviewing the SBAC Content Specifications, the general philosophy, the speculated item types, 
and the proposed sample items are all very much in alignment with current goals and practices 
in Oregon. The transition to the Common Core State Standards and the accompanying 
SMARTER Balanced Assessment provides an opportunity to work with this consortium of states 
in a unified effort to raise the level of student learning and proficiency to join the highest 
performing nations in the world. 
 
What we know for certain: 

 Oregon has adopted the Common Core State Standards and a transition timeline has 
been established for full implementation and assessment by 2014-2015. 

 Oregon is part of the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium, which will provide 
summative, interim, and formative assessment for the states. 

 The Content Specifications, a framework for the SMARTER Balanced Assessment is a 
document in development with completion slated for Fall 2011. Full details of the 
assessment will be determined through development of the Test Specifications and Item 
Specifications in the near future. 

 As these documents are developed, stakeholders will be invited to review and provide 
input. 

 
What we don’t yet know: 
Specific details regarding the assessment system, including: 

 Exact numbers of items of various types proposed in the Content Specifications, 

 The requirements for administration, including the amount of time and other resources 
that will be required for the assessment. 
 

Links to help you follow the Oregon transition to the Common Core State Standards 
(http://search.ode.state.or.us/go/commoncore) and the development of the SMARTER Balanced 
Assessment Consortium (http://www.k12.wa.us/smarter)  
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