
Sample Educator Key Messages 

 

 We are committed to preparing all students for success in college and career.  
 

 We know that whether they want to go to college or straight into the workplace, our students 
need to be able to think critically and solve complex problems. Ensuring that our students have 
these tools empowers parents and students, because it gives them the ability to make choices 
about their future and make the most of their opportunities. 
 

 The student test results released this fall mark a new baseline that enables all of us to know 
where students stand on their path to success.  

 

 These results measure the academic goals laid out in our college and career ready standards 
aimed at preparing students with the skills and knowledge they need.   
 

 The assessment scores this year should not be compared to previous scores. As with any 
change, there is a period of adjustment as teachers and students get used to the new standards 
and tests.  
 

 The new assessments replaced our previous end-of-year test OAKS (Oregon Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills). It is a much better, more accurate tool for educators, students, and 
parents as we work together to prepare students for success in the 21st century.  
 

 It’s already working for students and teachers—more young people are prepared for success. 
The results set a new baseline, and we will see scores increase over time. 

o For example, in Kentucky, the first state to begin using the Common Core State 
Standards, the percentage of high school graduates ready for college and career has 
increased from 34 percent to 62 percent in four years. 

o [IF DISTRICT AVERAGE IS ABOVE STATE AVERAGE]: Across the district, our students are 
performing above state averages, confirming that we’re on the right track to setting all 
students up for success. 

o [IF DISTRICT AVERAGE IN BELOW STATE AVERAGE]: We know there’s still a lot of work to 
do to prepare students for success in college and beyond.  But by having accurate data 
we can work to help all students on their pathway to success.  

 

 We are continuing to support teachers across the district through professional development on 
College and Career-Ready Standards and the new assessments so that they can further 
strengthen instruction, and help students who may be struggling and need additional assistance.  
 

 For the past 5 years, our educators have been working hard to help all of our students rise to the 
challenge set by our new academic goals. We applaud their efforts and will continue to find 
ways to support them. 

o [SPECIFIC EXAMPLE OF: PD and/or RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN AND WILL BE 
PROVIDED] 

 

 Teachers are the experts about what is happening in their classrooms and are an invaluable 
resource for parents. I encourage parents to reach out to your child’s teacher(s) with any 
questions you may have about your child’s score report or academic trajectory. 

 


