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Every Student, 
Every Day - 
A Success!

As of 
December 1:

150,427
OAKS Online tests 
were completed

Regional Assessment 
Support Partners:

 http://www.ode.
state.or.us/wma/

teachlearn/testing/oaks/
esdpartners1011.pdf

Remote Access Applications and OAKS Testing
AIR has identifi ed a list of forbidden applications that present a 
potential security risk and therefore must not be running on a machine 
in order for the OAKS Secure Browser to launch. A complete list of 
forbidden applications is available through the Browser Installation 
tab of the OAKS Portal  (http://www.oaks.k12.or.us/docs/OAKS%20
Forbidden%20Applications%20(11-29-10).pdf). ODE recently removed 
the following remote access applications from the list of forbidden 
applications: Apple VNC Server, OSX VNC Server, Apple Vine Server, 
Remote Desktop Dashboard Client, and Microsoft Remote Desktop 
Client.

ODE removed these applications from the list of forbidden applications 
based on feedback from stakeholders that districts rely on these 
applications to deploy their network servers or for troubleshooting 
purposes. Districts that use a remote access application on machines 
used for state testing must ensure that the following controls 
are in place to mitigate the risk associated with allowing these 
applications to run while the OAKS Secure Browser is launched: 

• The district limits the number of authorized users with access 
to the remote access application and closely monitors which 
staff have access.  

• The district sets up the remote access application so that it 
can only access a client computer if the application correctly 
identifi es specifi ed user credentials for that client computer. To 
ensure that only authorized users can access client computers, 
the District sets up each client computer to only allow remote 
access if the remote access application identifi es credentials 
for a system administrator. 

• The district keeps these user credentials secure and ensures 
they are not shared with students or unauthorized staff. The 
district tracks which staff have access to the list of client-
machine user credentials.

http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/esdpartners1011.pdf
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Exclusion of Machine-Scored Graphic Response 
Items for Individual Students 
For the 2010-11 school year, the OAKS Math tests will include ma-
chine-scored graphic response items operationally; these items will 
count toward a student’s score. The OAKS Science tests will continue 
to include machine-scored graphic response items as fi eld test items 
that will not count toward a student’s score. Prior to operational 
testing, districts should ensure that all students have an opportu-
nity to familiarize themselves with the format of the machine-scored 
graphic response items using the New Item Type practice test. This 
practice test is available through the OAKS Portal. 

Most students are able to interact successfully with machine-scored 
graphic response items. For those students who a district identifi es 
as unable to interact successfully with machine-scored graphic 
response items, district level users (DSAs and DTSAs) can use TIDE 
to exclude this item type as a restricted resource. Districts must 
set this restricted resource for a student prior to administering 
an operational test to that student, as this item type cannot be 
excluded from a test that is already in progress. Please note that 
students will not have the ability to skip these machine-scored 
graphic response items once a test is already in progress. ODE has 
removed the instructions on skipping these items that were posted 
on the Promising Testing Practices webpage during the spring 2010 
fi eld test and apologizes for any confusion these instructions may 
have caused this fall.

Appendices D and E of the 2010-11 Test Administration Manual 
provide guidance on determining which students may need this 
restricted resource (available at http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/
tam). Pages 15 – 18 of the TIDE User Guide provide instructions 
on how to set this restricted resource for a student in TIDE 
(available at http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/testing/oaks/
oaksonline/oaks_tide_userguide.pdf

Banked Assessment Tests Available in Student 
Centered Staging on November 18, 2010
All “banked” assessment tests where a student took and passed a 
high school math, reading, science, or writing test in a prior year   
loaded to Student Centered Staging on Thursday, November 18th.

This includes students who took and met or exceeded the alternate 
achievement standard on the statewide Extended Assessment in 
a prior year.  The test records were loaded into Staging based on 
verifi cation of the students’ enrolled grade as an 11th grader during 
the 2010-11 school year in the Consolidated Student SSID system.

The order window for the 
paper-based Winter Writing 
assessment is currently 
open.  Districts will have 
through Monday, December 
13 at 11:59 pm PDT to 
order paper-based writing 
assessments for students in 
Grades 4, 7, and high school 
using TIDE. 

For students whose attending 
district is different from their 
resident district, tests must 
be ordered in TIDE by the 
student’s resident district.  
Once the orders have been 
placed, AIR will ensure that 
the tests are sent to the 
students’ attending district.

For additional information, 
please see pp. 23 -27 of the 
TIDE User Guide (http://
w w w. o d e . s t a t e . o r. u s /
search/page/?=391).

Paper-Based Winter 
Writing Order 

Window
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To sign up for the 
AA Update, email

Cari White at 
 cari.white@state.or.us

Cumulative ADM 
Exit Adjustment 
Period Closes

The Cumulative ADM Exit 
Adjustment window will 
close on Friday, Dec.17 
at 11:59 pm.   

The 2009-10 Oregon Statewide Report Card has been released. 
This annual publication serves as a compendium of information 
and trends on Oregon’s K-12 public education system.

Highlights of the 2009-10 School Year
• More schools met Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) with 

over seventy-one percent of Oregon schools meeting the 
target last school year.  Middle schools made the most 
signifi cant gains with the percent of schools meeting the 
target up more than four percentage points.

• Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) scores 
increased for every grade in mathematics this year.  But 
it was 10th grade reading scores that saw the greatest 
gains with an impressive fi ve point jump.  Science and 
writing scores were more mixed with drops in elementary 
and middle school science and high school writing scores 
this year.

• There was further evidence this year that the academic 
achievement gap in Oregon is continuing to shrink.  
Hispanic achievement grew faster than that of white 
students in all subjects and grade levels this year.  While 
their scores are still below those of many of their peers, 
the increased growth is a very promising sign that the 
achievement gap is narrowing for Hispanic students.  
However, there were a number of alarming drops in the 
performance of African American and Native American 
students in elementary and middle school, particularly 
in reading performance. 

• Oregon students continued to perform above the national 
average on the SAT and ACT college entrance tests.  
While Oregon students’ scores only increased slightly for 
the ACT this year, we saw solid gains in SAT performance 
with reading and writing scores each up two points 
this year for public school students.  Minority student 
participation of public school students also increased for 
the SAT this year.

A copy of the report can be found on the Oregon Department 
of Education website here: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/
page/?id=1821.

2009-10 State Report 
Card Released

The 2009-10 
Statewide Report 

Card includes:

Student demographics

School staff 
information

State and national 
assessment results

Dropout and 
graduation rates

Charter school data

Early childhood data

Alternative education 
information
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Printing Secure Items and Stimuli from OAKS 
There are approximately 300 students statewide that may not be 
able to read test items from a computer screen.  Therefore, new 
for 2010-11, districts may on an individual basis authorize students 
to request to print individual test items and stimuli from the OAKS 
Online tests.   On average, this will likely be authorized for no more 
than 2 students in each district. The following print-on-request 
options are available through TIDE as a restricted resource:

• Test Items for OAKS Online Reading, Math, Science, Social 
Sciences, and Writing

• Stimuli for OAKS Online Science and Social Sciences

For students who have the print-on-request restricted resource, 
the student must click on the printer icon next to the test item or 
stimulus to submit a print request for that individual test item or 
stimulus. 

The printing of reading passages remains available to all students 
and continues to require approval from the Test Administrator, but 
does not require district authorization.  Any student may request a 
printed reading passage by clicking the “print passage” button in the 
OAKS Online Secure Browser toolbar.  

Please refer to pp. 11-12 of the 2010-11 Test Administration Manual 
for requirements on secure handling of printed test materials.

Grade 3 Spanish Reading Assessment
The Spanish Reading assessment will be available in 2010-2011 
for eligible students enrolled in Grade 3.  The testing window is 
October 13, 2010 to May 19, 2011.  Students taking the Spanish 
Reading Assessment have a total of three opportunities taken in any 
combination of Spanish and English.  Until a fi nal determination is 
made by the US Department of Education, districts should plan to 
administer at least one 3rd grade reading opportunity in English for 
each student.  

To determine a student’s eligibility for taking the Spanish Reading 
Assessment, please refer to the statements below from the Test 
Administration Manual, Table 1, page 35:

• if the student has been educated in the United States for 
three or fewer consecutive years, and the student’s level 
of English Language Profi ciency is insuffi cient to produce a 
valid and reliable score when tested in English;

• if the student has been educated in the United States for up 
to an additional two years, and local evaluations determine 
that the student’s level of English Language Profi ciency 
remains insuffi cient to produce a valid and reliable score 
when tested in English.
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Online tests.   On average, this will likely be authorized for no m
han 2 students in each district. The following print-on-requ

2010-11 Science 
Assessment:  
What’s New?  

First, students will 
notice fi eld test items 
including graphic-response 
constructed and multiple 
choice items that align to the 
2009 content standards. The 
2009 standards are slated 
to be operationally assessed 
beginning in 2011-12.

Secondly, the 2009-2010 
science data will be included, 
for the fi rst time, in statewide 
report card calculations for 
participation. Science scores 
do  not count for AYP.

Third, science test scores 
will be reported at the 11th 
grade, instead of 10th grade. 

Fourth, the Assessment 
of Essential Skills OAR 
581- 022- 0615 requires 
students in grades 3-8 and 
HS to complete at least 
one Scientifi c Inquiry local 
performance assessment.  
The current 2010-11 Offi cial 
Scientifi c Inquiry Scoring 
Guides will be used in 2010-
11, while the draft-offi cial 
2011-12 Scientifi c Inquiry 
and Engineering Design 
scoring guides are available 
for fi nal review.  The current 
and draft guides and online 
surveys are posted on the 
ODE website at http://www.
ode.state.or.us/search/
page/?=1414 .

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=486

