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Online Tests Administered to 
Date 
As of December 5, 2012, the following 
number of online tests have been 
administered: 
 

 STARTED REPORTED 

MATH 11,665 9,194 

READING 25,649 20,045 

SCIENCE 6,444 6,035 

SOCIAL 

SCIENCES 
221 139 

TOTAL 43,979 35,413 

 
 
 
 

  In this Issue 

EXTENDED ASSESSMENTS 

 MEMORANDUM NO. 002-2012-13 – Extended Assessment: 
High School Retake Policy 

 Extended Assessment: Test Administrators   
 Extended Assessment: Braille and Large Print Ordering 

Information 

ESSENTIAL SKILLS 

 ELPA Concurrent Validity Study 

TEST ADMINISTRATION - OAKS ONLINE, ELPA & WRITING  

 Online Testing Available on State Furloughs 
 OAKS Online Braille Interface Training for Teachers of the 

Visually Impaired and Test Administrators 
 Smarter Balanced Draft Initial Achievement Level Descriptors 

Released for Public Review 
 Online Tests Delivered to Date 
 OAKS Test Delivery System Offline Dec. 17 – Jan. 1 
 Smarter Balanced Technology and System Requirements 
 Next Generation Science Standards Update – Draft Public 

Review 
 DTC Monthly WebEx Sessions 

ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING 

 2011-12 Dropout Report, Cohort Report, and Essential Skills 
Report  

 Second Period Cumulative ADM Opening 
 Staff Position Collection Training 

 

Important Dates for the Weeks Ahead 

DECEMBER 4 – 7  
Fall Membership Preview 1 distributed to 
Districts 

DECEMBER 5 – 

JANUARY 30 
Report Validation window for:  Fall Membership 

DECEMBER 6 
Data Collection WebEx @ 2:00 pm: 2nd Period 
Cumulative ADM 

DECEMBER 7 

Report Validation window closes for: Graduation 
Cohort 4-year and 5-year Reports, NCES Dropout 
Report, HS Completer Report and Essential Skills 
Report for 2011-12 

JANUARY 15 
End of feedback period for Smarter Balanced 
Draft Initial Achievement Level Descriptors 
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Extended Assessments & Accommodations 
                                                                                       www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments  

 

MEMORANDUM NO. 002-2012-13 – Extended Assessment: High School Retake Policy  

To: Superintendents and Special Education Directors 
Re: Extended Assessment: High School Retake Policy  

Under OAR 581-022-0615: Assessment of Essential Skills, students are 
required to demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skills in order to 
receive a regular or modified diploma. As identified in Appendix K of the 
Test Administration Manual, students may use the Oregon 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) to demonstrate proficiency in 
the Essential Skills; for students on an IEP seeking a modified diploma, this 
includes the OAKS Extended Assessment.  

New for 2012-13, ODE has adopted a policy allowing students whose IEP indicates the OAKS Extended Assessments to 
retest in their 12th grade year, if they did not meet the alternate achievement standard as 11th graders, for any of the 
subject areas tested by this assessment (i.e., Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Writing).  While retests are not 
mandatory, like those who participate in the OAKS statewide assessments, districts should have testing opportunities 
available for grade 12 students with disabilities who wish to retake an OAKS Extended Assessment(s)--especially those 
needing to demonstrate proficiency for the Essential Skills graduation requirement.  

For additional information please contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or (503) 947-5755. 
 

Extended Assessments: Test Administrators   
Qualified Assessors (QA) and Qualified Trainers (QT) of the Extended Assessments, please note that if you were a 
QT or a QA last year, your district is relying on you to maintain district capacity to administer the Extended 
Assessments to any/all students identified by their IEP teams to participate in them. If you are unable to fill that 
role this year, please alert your SPED Director so that s/he can make the appropriate decisions based on ODE 
projections.  

Those who were Qualified Assessors or Qualified Trainers last year are required to log onto the Oregon Extended 
Assessment Training and Proficiency website (http://or.k12test.com), after October 15th, review the “Updates…”, 
and pass the Refresher Proficiency. In addition, all are required to receive training annually from either the DTC or 
STC on the test administration policies and procedures included in Oregon’s current Test Administration Manual 
(posted at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=486). Those who were Qualified Assessors last year who 
wish to become Qualified Trainers and have been identified by their districts to do so this year, can find this 
“Notice” and additional information under the “Training” icon of Oregon Department of Education’s Extended 
Assessment website at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=178. 

For additional Extended Assessment information please contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or 
(503) 947-5755. 

 

Extended Assessment: Braille and Large Print Ordering 
Information  The window for ordering Oregon’s Extended Assessments in 

Braille and Large Print is November 18, 2012-January 18, 2013.  The ordering form 
(with additional instructions) can be found at 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2691. Incomplete or unsigned order 
forms will not be processed. 

For additional information, contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us 
or 530.947.5755.  

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/admin/2012-13_appendix_k.pdf
mailto:Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us
http://or.k12test.com/
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=486
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=178
mailto:Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2691
mailto:Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us
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        Essential Skills                                                           www.ode.state.or.us/go/es 
          DEREK BROWN - MANAGER

 
ELPA Concurrent Validity Study (Woodcock-Munoz and IPT)  

Under Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 581-22-0617 (Essential Skills Assessments 
for English Language Learners), students that meet certain eligibility criteria may 
be given the opportunity to satisfy Essential Skills graduation requirements in their 
respective home languages. The eligibility criteria, as described in the OAR listed 
above, include: 1) enrolled in U.S. schools five (5) years or less; 2) on track to meet 
all other graduation requirements; and 3) demonstrated sufficient English 
language skills using an English language proficiency assessment option that is 
approved by the State Board of Education. Currently, Oregon’s English Language 
Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) is the only English language proficiency assessment 
approved by the State Board of Education, with an achievement standard, or “cut 
score,” of three (3). 
 

A number of districts have requested that ODE examine other English language 
proficiency assessments in order to provide greater flexibility to students in 
meeting the eligibility criteria described above – to do so, we need your help. ODE 
does not have access to student performance results for other English language 

proficiency assessments, and as such, needs to conduct an alignment study in order to collect the necessary data. The 
Woodcock-Munoz and IDEA Proficiency Test (IPT) are two of the most commonly used English language proficiency tests 
in Oregon; we understand that not every district uses one or both of those assessments, but it makes sense to start with 
the most commonly used instruments. Therefore, we need high schools around the state to volunteer to have students 
(grades 9-12) take one of the two assessments (Woodcock-Munoz or IPT) as well as the ELPA within a 6-week window of 
each other. The testing window for these activities will be concurrent with the ELPA testing window, which is January 9, 
2013 to April 30, 2013. 
 

ODE is seeking 500 student responses statewide for each of the two tests listed above (Woodcock-Munoz and IPT). If high 
schools in your district are willing to participate in this effort, please e-mail the following information to Carla Martinez 
(carla.martinez@state.or.us) by Friday, December 7th, 2012.  
 

- District & DTC name 
- High School(s) willing to participate 
- Which assessment instrument (Woodcock-Munoz or IPT) you will use 
- Estimated number of high school students per school to participate 

 

Once ODE receives your information, a confirmation response will be sent followed by detailed information regarding 
data collection and submission. ODE will prepare spreadsheet templates with all the required data fields necessary for the 
alignment study, which districts will need to complete and send back securely once they have completed testing. Data 
fields will include, for example, first and last name, date of birth, SSID, testing event dates, and so on. 
 

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the feasibility of additional English language proficiency assessments which high 
school students (English Language Learners) may be able to use to meet the eligibility criteria described in OAR 581-22-
0617. We understand that this effort requires your students to participate in more testing, which takes away from 
important instructional time as well as other services. As such, we are sensitive to the burden associated with this work, 
and ask that you carefully consider the needs of your students when deciding whether it is appropriate for your district to 
participate. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Derek Brown (derek.brown@state.or.us) at 503-947-5841.  
 
 
 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/es
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        Test Administration                                                       www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment 
          KATHLEEN VANDERWALL - MANAGER, TEST DESIGN & OPERATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OAKS Online Braille Interface Training for 
Teachers of the Visually Impaired and Test 
Administrators   
In addition to Test Administration and Security 
Training, any individual administering OAKS Online 
through the Braille interface is required to participate 
in the ODE-provided OAKS Online Braille Interface 
Training.  
 
The OAKS Online Braille Interface Training will prepare 
Teachers of the Visually Impaired to set up and 
administer OAKS Online using the Braille interface and 
supporting Braille technologies (JAWS 12 or 13 Screen 
Reader, Duxbury Braille translation software, 
refreshable Braille display and embosser).  
 
In partnership with the Blind and Visually Impaired 
Student Fund and NWRESD, ODE will provide six on-site 
trainings for the 2012-13 school year: 
January 7, 2013 – Columbia Regional 8:30-12:30 
January 8, 2013 – NWRESD/Eastern 8:30-12:30 
January 9, 2013 – Lane 12:30-4:30 
January 11, 2013 – WESD/Cascade 12:30-4:30 
January 15, 2013 – Southern 8:30-12:30 
January 17, 2013 – Central 8:30-12:30 
 
If your district serves students who will test using the 
Braille Interface of OAKS Online and plans to begin 
testing prior to January 7, please contact Scott 
McCallum at Northwest Regional ESD (503.614.1260 or 
smccallum@nwresd.k12.or.us ) to arrange an 
alternative training session for the teacher of the 
visually impaired that serves your district. 

 

 
Until January 15: Smarter Balanced Draft 
Initial Achievement Level Descriptors 
Available for Public Review   
The Consortium released draft initial achievement 
level descriptors (ALDs) for feedback and review 
through January 15, 2013. The initial ALDs describe 
levels of student performance in English language 
arts/literacy and mathematics on the Smarter 
Balanced assessments. Smarter Balanced has also 
released a college content-readiness definition with 
associated implications for 12th grade and 
postsecondary coursework at each achievement level 
on the 11th grade assessment. The ALDs, college 
content-readiness definition documents can be 
accessed at 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/achievement-
level-descriptors-and-college-readiness/.  Feedback 
on the documents can also be submitted through an 
online survey at the same web page site.  
 

 
OAKS Test Delivery System Offline 
December 17 – January 1 
The TA and Student Interface of OAKS Online will be 
offline for scheduled maintenance starting at 5:00 pm 
PT on Monday, December 17, 2012 until 7:00 am PT on 
January 1, 2013. During this time, the Training Site, TIDE, 
and the Online Reporting System will remain available 
for authorized users. 

 

 

 Online Testing Available on State 
Furloughs, January 18 & April 19 

OAKS Online and ELPA testing will remain open on state 
furlough days, Friday, January 18, 2013 & Friday, 

April 19, 2013. 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment
mailto:smccallum@nwresd.k12.or.us
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/achievement-level-descriptors-and-college-readiness/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/achievement-level-descriptors-and-college-readiness/
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Smarter Balanced Releases Technology 
Strategy Framework and System 
Requirements Specifications  
 
The Smarter Balanced Technology Strategy Framework and 
System Requirements Specifications provide minimum 
hardware specifications and basic bandwidth calculations that 
will allow schools and districts to evaluate which of their 
existing computers will support the administration of the 
assessment system in the 2014-15 school year. 
 
The framework was developed with input and feedback from Smarter Balanced member states, work groups, and 
data from the Technology Readiness Tool, an online inventory of technology resources launched in 2012. Based on 
the research and data analysis, Smarter Balanced estimates that the majority of schools and districts in member 
states will be able to successfully administer the assessments with their existing infrastructure. 
 
The requirements apply only to the Smarter Balanced assessments and should not be considered minimum 
specifications to support instruction, which may require additional technology. In addition, all hardware choices 
should consider the individual needs of students. Some students may need hardware that exceeds these minimum 
guidelines, and some students may require qualitatively different hardware. 
 

 Technology Strategy Framework and System Requirements Specifications Executive Summary (PDF) 
 http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Technology-Strategy-Framework 
Executive-Summary.pdf 

 

 Technology Strategy Framework and System Requirements Specifications (PDF) 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Technology-Strategy-Framework.pdf 

 

 Hardware & Operating Systems Infographic (PDF) 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Hardware-Operating-Systems-
Infographic.pdf 

 

 Technology Strategy Framework and System Requirements Specifications Q & A (PDF) 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Technology-Strategy-Framework-
QA.pdf 

 
In April 2012, Smarter Balanced published New Hardware Purchasing Guidelines to ensure that new instructional 
technology purchases are compatible with the assessment system. These guidelines are superseded by 
comprehensive minimum requirements for new purchases that are part of the Technology Strategy Framework and 
System Requirements Specifications above. 
 
A. Hardware Purchasing Guidelines (PDF) 
 http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2011/12/SmarterBalanced_NewHardwareGuidelines.pdf 
 
B. Hardware Purchasing Guidelines FAQs (PDF) 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2011/12/SmarterBalanced_NewHardwareGuidelines_FAQ.pdf

 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Technology-Strategy-Framework%20Executive-Summary.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Technology-Strategy-Framework%20Executive-Summary.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Technology-Strategy-Framework.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Hardware-Operating-Systems-Infographic.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Hardware-Operating-Systems-Infographic.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Technology-Strategy-Framework-QA.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Technology-Strategy-Framework-QA.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/SmarterBalanced_NewHardwareGuidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/SmarterBalanced_NewHardwareGuidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/SmarterBalanced_NewHardwareGuidelines_FAQ.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/SmarterBalanced_NewHardwareGuidelines_FAQ.pdf
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DTC Monthly WebEx Sessions 
District Test Coordinators and other school and district staff are invited to attend monthly WebEx sessions 
hosted by the Office of Assessment and Accountability. During these sessions, ODE will provide updates on 
current issues and respond to questions.  

To send a topic suggestion for discussion before the sessions, send that information to 
Kathy.brazeau@state.or.us .  

All sessions will be held on Wednesdays from 9:00 - 10:00 am.  

 January 9, 2013  

 February 6, 2013  

 March 6, 2013  

 April 3, 2013  

 May 1, 2013 

To access the WebEx go to: https://oregoned.webex.com  on the date and time scheduled. The password for 
all of these meetings is: education. 

Note: These meetings are not recorded and notes will not be taken. All vital information will also be 
communicated via the Assessment and Accountability Update or the District Test Coordinator Listserv.  

 

 

Next Generation Science Standards Update-Draft Public Review  

The release of the second and final public draft of the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) is set for the first 
week in January 2013.  In recognition of the hectic schedules in December and the approaching holidays, the NGSS 
staff wanted to ensure all educators, stakeholders and the public had appropriate access to the draft.  ODE 
encourages all interested parties to review the draft as individuals or in groups and provide feedback to the Lead 
States and writers. 

The NGSS will be completed in March of 2013.  Since the May draft release, the Lead States and the writers 
evaluated all feedback and worked on revising the standards.  As a result, over 90% of the standards have been 
revised.  In addition, the lead states charged the NGSS team with finalizing the definition for college and career 
readiness in science.  The NGSS then went through a second round of revision to ensure the standards supported this 
definition. 

More information will be provided as soon as it is available, including the link to the survey and exact dates for the 
feedback period, on the Oregon Department of Education Next Generation Science Standards webpage 
www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3508 and the Achieve Next Generation Science Standards website 
www.nextgenscience.org.  For additional questions please feel free to contact Cheryl Kleckner at 
cheryl.kleckner@state.or.us or Rachel Aazzerah at rachel.aazzerah@state.or.us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:Kathy.brazeau@state.or.us
https://oregoned.webex.com/
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3508
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ocUJ7c1T6h9Yetz_bkMwMU1__1oelWv_m6MYIW_x0Fice3tYtZ7_QBrg9GFJ0IBInE4yQ8yM_1R5q_6ST2tofxNWLbHUvGMVse7qvEN9v_BuRM1xU1hu-meTUwchS1PQ
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Accountability & Reporting 
        KEVIN HAMLER-DUPRAS - MANAGER, ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING 

 

2011-12 Dropout Report, Cohort Report, and Essential Skills Report    
The public release date for the Dropout, Cohort Graduation and Essential Skills Reports has been moved from January 
29, 2013 to January 31, 2013.   This change was made to ensure adequate ODE staff is available to answer questions on 
the day of the public release.   
 
Remember that the window for Exit Adjustments closes Friday, November 30 and thereafter, will be available by 
request through Friday, December 7 at 5pm.  In addition, the opportunity to appeal and/or provide updated student 
outcome data will close Friday, December 7 at 5pm. 
 
For more information, please contact: Regional ESD partners  
 

Second Period Cumulative ADM Opening   
The Second Period Cumulative ADM data collection will open Thursday, December 13, 2012.  The collection will remain 
open through Monday, January 14, 2013.  The data reporting period is July 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012.  The 
second period WebEx training materials are posted on the ODE web page link below.  Scroll down to December 6, 

2012.  https://district.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=226  
 

 
Reminder: Upcoming Staff Position Collection Training 
 
The Staff Position training WebEx will be held at 2pm on Thursday, December 13.  See 
https://district.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=226 for more information.   
 
The 2012-13 Staff Position collection will open Thursday, December 20, and remain open through Monday, February 4.  
It includes information about staff who were actively employed on December 1, 2012.  See 
https://district.ode.state.or.us/apps/info/DataCllctnDetail.aspx?id=171&Collection_ID=782 for more details and 
reporting guidance, or contact your Regional ESD partners.   
 
 
 

The Assessment & Accountability Update is a regular newsletter highlighting news, updates, and  
changes to the state’s assessment efforts. To subscribe go to 
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/ayprcupdates.  
 
You can also access this and past issues of the Assessment & Accountability Update at 
www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate. 
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