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     Extended Assessments & Accommodations 
                                                                                       www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments  

 

CCSS and Oregon’s Alternate Assessment 
  –Overview & Opportunity 

Per Oregon’s 2010 adoption of the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) and its commitment to the outcomes of the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium (SBAC)--to ensure instruction is aligned to the 
CCSS and subsequent alternate assessments are reliable, valid, and 
can be used for accountability purposes--the Oregon Department of 
Education has joined the National Center and State Collaborative 
(NCSC) alternate assessment consortium as a Tier II state. The National 
Center and State Collaborative (www.ncscpartners.org) is a project led 
by five centers and 19 Tier I states along with five Tier II Affiliated 
states to build an alternate assessment based on alternate 
achievement standards (AA-AAS) for students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities. The goal of the NCSC project is to 
ensure that students with the most significant cognitive disabilities 
achieve increasingly higher academic outcomes and leave high school 
ready for post-secondary options. Because a well-designed end-of-
year test alone is not enough to achieve that goal, NCSC will also 
develop a comprehensive system that addresses the curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment needs of students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities by: producing a technically defensible 
summative alternate assessment; incorporating evidence-based 
instruction and curriculum models; and developing comprehensive 
approaches to professional development. 

As a Tier II NCSC member, the Oregon Department of Education will 
be provided with access to high quality teaching tools and 
instructional materials aligned to CCSS (and the new alternate 
assessment being developed) and will provide professional 
development to the field regarding resources and training for 
instruction in academic material needed for college and career 
readiness. These resources are intended to support Oregon educators 
and Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams as they design and 
implement appropriate instruction that addresses content and skill 
expectations aligned to the CCSS, with the goal of preparing Oregon 
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities for 
postsecondary life. 

In light of the above, the Oregon Department of Education is in the 
process of identifying administrators, teachers, and specialists from 
special and general education who would be willing to join a recently 
formed Oregon Community of Practice charged with reviewing 
Curriculum and Instruction and Professional Development modules 
that we have recently received from NCSC.  

If you or someone you know would be interested, please contact Brad 
Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us by October 22, 2012.  

Extended Assessment: 
Braille and Large Print 
Ordering Information   

The window for ordering Oregon’s 
Extended Assessments in Braille and 
Large Print is November 18, 2012-
January 18, 2013.  The ordering form 
(with additional instructions) can be 
found at 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page
/?id=2691. Incomplete or unsigned order 
forms will not be processed. 

For additional information, contact Brad 
Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us 
or 530.947.5755.  
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MEMORANDUM NO. 002-2012-13 – Extended Assessment: High School Retake Policy 

To: Superintendents and Special Education Directors 
Re: Extended Assessment: High School Retake Policy  

Under OAR 581-022-0615: Assessment of Essential Skills, students 
are required to demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skills in 
order to receive a regular or modified diploma. As identified in 
Appendix K of the Test Administration Manual, students may use 
the Oregon 

Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) to demonstrate 
proficiency in the Essential Skills; for students on an IEP seeking a 
modified diploma, this includes the OAKS Extended Assessment.  

New for 2012-13, ODE has adopted a policy allowing students whose IEP indicates the OAKS Extended Assessments to 
retest in their 12th grade year, if they did not meet the alternate achievement standard as 11th graders, for any of the 
subject areas tested by this assessment (i.e., Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Writing).  While retests are not 
mandatory, like those who participate in the OAKS statewide assessments, districts should have testing opportunities 
available for grade 12 students with disabilities who wish to retake an OAKS Extended Assessment(s)--especially those 
needing to demonstrate proficiency for the Essential Skills graduation requirement.  

For additional information please contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or (503) 947-5755. 

    Assessment of Essential Skills                                                                                      
      DEREK BROWN, MANAGER                                                                                www.ode.state.or.us/go/es 
 

 

ACT Option for Assessment of 
Essential Skills in Writing 
The State Board of Education has approved the ACT 
Writing test as an assessment option for the Essential 
Skill of Writing, with an achievement standard, or “cut 
score” of 19. Please keep in mind that this is the 
combined English/Writing test, meaning students 
complete both the English and Writing portions of the 
test with each section being scored separately, and then 
those scores are combined to create a composite score 
on a 1-36 scale. The English portion is a 75-question 
selected response (multiple choice) test wherein 
students answer questions to correct grammatical and 
rhetorical errors, then move to the direct writing 
portion which is a timed, 30-minute essay. 

If you have any questions about the ACT Writing 
assessment, please contact Derek Brown, Manager for 
the Assessment of Essential Skills 
(derek.brown@state.or.us) at 503-947-5841.

 
Work Sample Spreadsheet 
Posted on ODE Website 
A new work sample resource sharing spreadsheet 
has been developed and posted on ODE’s website. 
The spreadsheet contains information collected 
from school districts that have developed work 
sample tasks in each of the three Essential Skills 
content areas, and in multiple languages. The 
spreadsheet also provides information regarding 
terms or conditions for sharing resources, and 
contact information for each district that has 
submitted information. This resource is intended 
to help facilitate and build a work sample resource 
sharing network among districts statewide that are 
interested in participating. To view the 
spreadsheet, please click the link below. 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/news/announceme
nts/announcement.aspx?=8573
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        Test Administration                                                                 www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment 
          KATHLEEN VANDERWALL - MANAGER, TEST DESIGN & OPERATIONS

 
Winter Paper-Based Writing Order 
Window Opens October 18 
The order window for the winter paper-based Writing 
test opens Thursday, October 18, 2012. Districts will 
have from October 18 through December 10, 2012 to 
complete their winter test orders for eligible* grade 
11 and 12 students.  

Districts may order paper-based writing tests for their 
students using the Test Information Delivery Engine 
(TIDE) of the OAKS Online System. Either the District 
Security and Test Administrator (DTSA) or District 
Security Administrator (DSA) will need to upload a CSV 
file containing the SSID, DOB, teacher name, and class 
period for all students who will need to receive a 
writing test booklet. Based on the student information 
already loaded into TIDE and linked to the SSID, TIDE 
will then be able to supply all additional information 
for that student such as district, school, and grade. 
The TIDE User guide which is posted at 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?391, 
includes detailed instructions on the order process.  

*For 2012-13, only students enrolled in either grade 
11 or 12 who have not yet met or exceeded the 
Writing achievement standard are eligible to test. 
Students enrolled in grades 9 or 10 may not access the 
test under any circumstances; similarly, students in 
grades 11 or 12 who have already met or exceeded 
the achievement standard may not test. ODE will not 
fill orders submitted by districts for ineligible students. 
While districts will receive an overage of “blank” 
writing booklets to address fluctuations in student 
enrollment, districts must ensure that only eligible 
grade 11 and 12 students use these booklets. 

For information or assistance, contact your Regional 
ESD partner. 

 

Reminder: 2012-13 OAKS Online 
Test Window Opens November 6 
The 2012-13 OAKS Online test window opens on Tuesday, 
November 6, 2012. Between November 6 and January 2, 
2013, each student will have access to only one test 
opportunity per subject. Additional opportunities will 
become available as of January 2. New for 2012-13, 
students in grades 3 – 8 will have a total of two test 
opportunities per subject; students in high school will 
retain three test opportunities in Math, Reading, and 
Science and two test opportunities in the optional Social 
Sciences assessment. Also new for 2012-13, districts may 
only retest students in grades 3 – 8 who have already met 
or exceeded the achievement standard for their grade if 
the district first receives explicit parental consent. The 
requirements for receiving parental consent are described 
on p. 33 of the Test Administration Manual.  

To help districts coordinate appropriate testing practices, 
p. 32 of the Test Administration Manual contains guidance 
on establishing school-imposed test windows. In addition, 
the Best Practices Guide contains guidance on 
appropriately scheduling test administration and decision-
making regarding retest opportunities.  

 
Recorded Training Modules Now 
Available Online 

ODE has posted recordings of the District Test 
Coordinator training modules to 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2744. 
New for 2012-13, districts are required to use the 
ODE-provided training modules when training School 
Test Coordinators and Test Administrators on test 
administration and security. Districts may use either 
these recorded training modules or the PowerPoint 
files with notes (also posted online) to meet this 
training requirement. Pages 6 - 7 of the Test 
Administration Manual identify which training 
modules are required for School Test Coordinators 
and Test Administrators. Remember, in addition to 
using the ODE-provided training modules, local 
trainings must provide School Test Coordinators and 
Test Administrators with an opportunity to ask 
questions and receive clarification.  
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DTC Monthly WebEx Sessions 

District Test Coordinators and other school and district staff are invited to attend monthly WebEx sessions 
hosted by the Office of Assessment and Accountability. During these sessions, ODE will provide updates on 
current issues and respond to questions.  

To send a topic suggestion for discussion before the sessions, send that information to 
Kathy.brazeau@state.or.us .  

o Thursday - November 1, 2012 - 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

Other than the first session (above), all sessions will be held on Wednesdays from 9:00 - 10:00 am.  

o December 5, 2012  

o January 9, 2013  

o February 6, 2013  

o March 6, 2013  

o April 3, 2013  

o May 1, 2013 

To access the WebEx go to: www.oregoned.webex.com on the date and time scheduled. 
The password for all of these meetings is: education. 

Note: These meetings are not recorded and notes will not be taken. All vital information will also be 
communicated via the Assessment and Accountability Update or the District Test Coordinator Listserv.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium Mathematics Webinar Available 

 

On September 7, Student Achievement 
Partners’ Jason Zimba and Smarter Balanced 
Director of Mathematics Shelbi Cole presented 
an informational webinar about the Common 
Core State Standards for Mathematics (CCSSM) 
to the Consortium. The webinar provided a 
deeper understanding of the standards with a 
focus on Smarter Balanced and its development 
of assessments aligned to the CCSSM, and 
provided an overview of the CCSSM’s 
implications for assessment, including criteria 
for evaluating CCSS-aligned items and tasks. 
The webinar recording is now available to 
Oregon educators and the public at: 

 

https://wested.webex.com/wested/ldr.php?AT=pb&SP=MC&rID=70505672&rKey=6950729079f765a4.  
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Technology Readiness Tool Update 
Smarter Balanced is working with member states to develop comprehensive minimum technology requirements detailing 
bandwidth, hardware, and operating system specifications for devices eligible to administer the assessments beginning in the 
2014-15 school year. These guidelines will be informed by the results of the Technology Readiness Tool and are expected to 
be released in October 2012. 

To help schools and districts make instructional technology purchases over the next two years, Smarter Balanced has 
developed new hardware purchasing guidelines. These hardware and operating system guidelines are meant to inform 
current and future purchasing decisions to ensure that new devices are compatible with the Smarter Balanced assessment 
system in 2014-15. 

 Hardware Purchasing Guidelines (PDF) 

 Hardware Purchasing Guidelines FAQs (PDF) 

For more information visit: http://assess4ed.net/group/technology-readiness-tool-public-updates. 

     Accountability & Reporting 
        KEVIN HAMLER-DUPRAS - MANAGER, ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING 
 

New Essential Skills Report 

A new Essential Skills report will be 
released to the public January 29, 
2013 along with the 2011-12 
Dropout and Cohort Graduation Rate 
reports. A preview of the 2011-12 
Essential Skills report will be made 
available to districts through the 
Report Card/Accountability 
Reporting Validation site. 

There will be separate Essential Skills 
reports for regular diplomas and 
modified diplomas, based on the 
2008-09 adjusted cohort. Each 
report will be disaggregated by 
district and subgroup, showing the 
number and percent who met 
essential skills via: 1) OAKS 
assessments; 2) other standardized 
tests (e.g. SAT); and 3) other means 
(e.g. work samples). The reports will 
also summarize OAKS assessment 
results for each of these three 
categories. 

For further information about the 
Essential Skills report, contact Kevin 
Hamler-Dupras at Kevin.Hamler-
Dupras@state.or.us or (503) 947-
5828. For questions regarding the 
Essential Skills, contact Derek Brown 
at Derek.Brown@state.or.us or (503) 
947-5841. 

Student Growth Targets WebEx 

ODE will be hosting a WebEx on October 25 at 1 pm to review student level 
growth target data that ODE will be sending to districts.  The webinar will begin 
with an overview of the growth model used for the identification of priority, 
focus, and model schools.  We shall then discuss the growth targets the model 
produces and explain the student level data that will be made available following 
the end of the webinar. 

To log into this meeting, please go to https://oregoned.webex.com/.  No 
password is required. 

 
Assessment Warehouse Extract now the Accountability 
Warehouse Extract 
The Assessment Warehouse Extract (AWE) application will now be known as 
the Accountability Warehouse Extract.  This is a name change only.  The 
application functionality is unchanged. 

This change reflects the addition of content beyond assessment 
data.  Specifically, National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) higher education 
enrollment and degree attainment data will be included in regional extracts 
beginning November 1.  In the future, additional data will be included in the 
AWE. 

 
Extension to 2011-12 Exit Adjustment Window 
In order to allow districts more time to validate their data for the Cohort 
Graduation Report, Dropout Report, and Essential Skills Report, ODE has 
extended the Exit Adjustment Window.  The window will now remain open 
statewide through November 30, then by request only through December 7, 
when the Cohort Graduation Report and Dropout Report Validations are 
scheduled to close.   

This extension has been updated in the Assessment & Accountability Checklist. 

For further information on the Exit Adjustment window, contact your Regional 
ESD partner or Isabella Jacoby at Isabella.Jacoby@state.or.us or (503) 947-5878.
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2011-12 Dropout Report, Cohort Graduation Report, 
and Exit Adjustment 
Preparations for the cohort graduation and dropout reports begin in 
October.   Districts will be able to review student level data, edit their 
data, and see the results of their data edits to the 2011-12 cohort 
graduation and dropout rates report between October 25 and 
December 7 on the district secure site.   Public release of the 2011-12 
cohort graduation and dropout reports is scheduled for January 29, 
2013.  

The first step is the Exit Adjustment window, which runs October 18 
through November 30 this year, and is an opportunity to edit outcome-
related data in the Annual ADM 11-12 collection.  Be sure to check the 
calculated end date codes for your students during this window, and 
make adjustments to their reported end date codes as necessary (for 
example, to add diplomas that were not reported during the original 
Annual ADM window, or to report students who completed the 11-12 
school year but did not re-enroll as expected for 12-13).  Remember 
that the calculated end date codes are suggestions based on other 
records ODE has for the student.  More details will be provided in the 
WebEx.   

On October 25, the graduation and dropout validation windows will 
open.  You can log into the window via the Report Card/AYP application 
on the district secure site and see your school and district graduation 
rates.  Once the window opens, your regional ESD partners will have 
student-level files (for the students included in your rates) available 
upon request.  The validations are scheduled to refresh every Thursday 
throughout the validation window, which runs until December 7.   

Video Training dates: 

October 16 (2pm – 4pm) – Part 1 of 2 – Exit Adjustment window and 
Dropout Reporting 

October 24 (2pm – 4pm) – Part 2 of 2 –Dropout Reporting and 
Cohort Graduation Reporting 

Video Training Link:  
https://district.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=226 

Data Window and Validation dates for the Cohort Graduation and 
Dropout Reporting: 

Oct 18 – Nov 30 – Cumulative ADM Exit Adjustment window 

Oct 25 – Dec 7 – District Validation of Cohort Graduation and 
Dropout Reports  (Student level data by request.) 

For more information, see 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2644 for graduation rates 
and  http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1 for dropout rates.   

Contact:  Regional ESD partner or Isabella Jacoby, 503-947-5878, 
isabella.jacoby@state.or.us. 

First Period Cumulative ADM 
Collection closes on October 29 

Reminder - The First Period Cumulative 
ADM data collection will close on 
October 29, 2012 at 11:59 p.m.  The 
collection will be reopened to all districts 
November 15 - November 28, 2012 to 
allow districts to verify and correct their 
data submission.  If you need assistance 
submitting your data, please contact your 
Regional ESD partner.  The contact 
information is located on the Schedule of 
Due Dates Documents Section at the 
following link - 
https://district.ode.state.or.us/apps/info
/DataCllctnDetail.aspx?id=246&Collection
_ID=816. 

 
Appeals of 2011-12 Writing 
Results 
Appeals of 2011-12 winter and spring 
writing records are now complete and 
have been loaded to Student Centered 
Staging. Materials submitted by districts 
for rescoring as part of the appeals 
process have been returned to districts. A 
team of expert raters re-scored the 
papers. You can access the new scores by 
following the directions included in the 
cover memo sent with the materials. 

You can also print Individual Student 
Reports (ISRs), Combined ISRs, and Class 
Roster Reports by logging in on the 
district site and going to Secure 
Assessment Reports 
(https://district.ode.state.or.us/apps/Ass
mtRpt/default.aspx). Select the radio 
button for the desired report and then 
select the subject, school and any other 
criteria you need.  

For more information on writing appeals, 
contact Ken.Hermens@state.or.us or call 
503-947-5830. 
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