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– A Success! 
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Online Tests                      
Administered To Date 

As of April 9, 2012 the following number 
of tests have been started and reported by 
subject: 

  STARTED  REPORTED 

MATH  299,054  286,748 

READING  351,966  334,624 

SCIENCE  106,566  103,667 

SOCIAL 
SCIENCES 

5,602  5,383 

ELPA  48,286  47,111 

WRITING  6,234  5,745 
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Extended Assessment Alerts 

It appears we had an enhancement that interfered with some of the 
field’s ability to enter Extended Assessment data. We are working on a 
fix to this interference. In the meantime, to insure your Extended 
Assessment data are assigned to the correct institution, please review 
and follow these data entry steps: 

1. If you log into an institution, choose Extended Assessment and go 
through to the Student and School Information screen. 

2. The District and School ID fields are blank. If you do not select the 
institutions and then enter an SSID or student name it will return the 
student but if you click on the green checkmark you get the “Unable 
to Process the Page Request” web page. 

3. Populating the drop‐downs then allows the person to continue on 
to the Extended Assessments page where you can submit their tasks. 

If you have any questions please contact Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us . 
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Click on a title to go directly to the article! 

Click on the left of any header to return here!   
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Data Collection Window Open April 2 – June 14 

For assistance contact: ODE.Helpdesk@state.or.us  
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       DEREK BROWN - MANAGER, ASSESSMENT OF ESSENTIAL SKILLS

Assessment of Essential Skills              
Review Panel Recruitment 

ODE’s Assessment office is recruiting Oregon 
educators to serve a three-year term on the 
Assessment of Essential Skills Review Panel (AESRP).  

This panel is responsible for advising ODE on practices 
and procedures for assessing the Essential Skills and 
also makes recommendations to the State Board of 
Education regarding the implementation of Essential 
Skills and other assessment options. Panelists will be 
selected based on their background in best practices 
in testing and working with diverse populations, as 
well as representation of the state both 
geographically and by district size.  

The AESRP holds three meetings per year, conducted 
via WebEx. Tentative meeting dates for the 2012-
2013 school year are:  

 Friday, October 5, 2012  

 Friday, January 18, 2013  

 Friday, April 19, 2013 

If you have questions, please contact Derek Brown, 
Assessment of Essential Skills Manager, 503-947-
5841. Please submit resumes with summer contact 
information electronically to Carla Martinez at 
carla.martinez@state.or.us by Friday, May 11, 2012. 

 

Essential Skills Report Update 

Memorandum No. 008-2011-12, reporting new 
information on Essential Skills reporting requirements 
has been posted to the ODE website at: 
www.ode.state.or.us/news/announcements/announc
ement.aspx?ID=8187&TypeID=4.  

The report is scheduled for public release in January 
2013 at both the state and district level.  

For up-to-date information on the Assessment of 
Essential Skills go to: www.ode.state.or.us/go/es. 

 

New Online Scoring 
Guide Training Tool Now Available 

The Dynamic Integrated Scoring Calibration System 
(DISCS) is now available! DISCS is an online scoring 
guide training tool designed to aid educators in 
calibrating to the Oregon Official State Scoring Guides 
for the Essential Skills of Reading, Writing, and 
Mathematics. The tutorial materials and scoring 
practice activities included in this resource allow 
educators to self-evaluate and improve their current 
levels of proficiency using the Official State Scoring 
Guides.  Student work samples scored with the 
Official State Scoring Guides may be used to 
demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skills to meet 
diploma requirements. 

Currently, High School Reading and Writing materials 
are available on DISCS.  High School Mathematics 
Problem Solving will be added soon, as will middle 
school reading, writing and math.  Each addition will 
be announced through Assessment and Accountability 
Update as well as other ODE communication tools.  
Middle school students are not required to 
demonstrate proficiency in Essential Skills, but the use 
of work samples and scoring guides assists students 
and teachers in identifying strengths and weaknesses 
and preparing for high school work samples. 

In order to access DISCS, click the link and follow the 
instructions provided.  http://discs.orvsd.org/ 

If you have questions about policy and 
implementation of DISCS, please contact Derek 
Brown, Manager, Assessment of Essential Skills 
(derek.brown@state.or.us) or 503-947-5841.  If you 
need assistance navigating DISCS, please contact Cari 
White (cari.white@state.or.us) or 503-947-5821. 

 

 

mailto:ODE.Helpdesk@state.or.us
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/es
mailto:carla.martinez@state.or.us
http://www.ode.state.or.us/news/announcements/announcement.aspx?ID=8187&TypeID=4
http://www.ode.state.or.us/news/announcements/announcement.aspx?ID=8187&TypeID=4
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/es
http://discs.orvsd.org/
mailto:derek.brown@state.or.us
mailto:cari.white@state.or.us


www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate  

3 HELP DESK   www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp
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       KATHLEEN VANDERWALL - MANAGER, TEST DESIGN & OPERATIONS

 

Paper-Based Spring Writing Test 
Window Open as of April 11 

The spring paper-based Writing test window opened 
on Wednesday, April 11 (the online Writing test 
window opened on March 26). Districts must ensure 
that all secure test materials are stored in a secure 
area in accordance with Part IV – Test Security of the 
2012-12 Test Administration Manual. Test 
Administrators should also review Appendix G of the 
Test Administration Manual prior to administering the 
test.  

Based on legislative action, the 2011-12 Writing 
Performance Assessment will only be offered for 
students currently enrolled in Grade 11 who have not 
already taken and passed the assessment. In addition, 
please remember that students who participated in 
the Winter Writing window (either online or 
paper/pencil) may not participate in the Spring 
Writing Window.  

 

Testing Students in Grades 3 - 8 

In response to Senate Bill 801, in January 2012 the 
State Board of Education adopted the Best Practices 
Guide for Administering OAKS. This guide emphasized 
the appropriate use of OAKS as a summative 
assessment, which should be administered to 
students only after students have received instruction 
in the assessed content. In addition, the State Board 
adopted a restriction on retesting students in     
grades 3 – 8 who had already met or exceeded the 
achievement standards unless the district received 
consent from the student’s parent or guardian.  

Preliminary data indicates that there has been a 
general decline in the number of OAKS Math and 
Reading tests administered to students in            
grades 3 – 8, possibly in response to the Best Practices 
Guide. The table below shows the number of tests by 
subject administered to students in grades 3 – 8 as of 
March 31, 2011-12 compared to 2010-11.  

 

Tests Administered to Students                              
Grades 3 – 8, as of March 31  

Year Math Reading Total 

2010-11 259,628 292,320 551,948 

2011-12 213,544 253,486 467,030 

Difference 46,084 38,834 84,918 

 

Following the close of the 2011-12 OAKS Online test 
window, ODE will conduct a more in-depth analysis to 
identify trends in retesting students in 2011-12. At 
that time, ODE will release an update to the Trends in 
Retesting Brief currently posted to 
www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=3521. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stay Connected to the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Consortium 
For the latest news and information about our 
work with the Smarter Balanced Assessment 

Consortium, as well as opportunities to provide 
feedback and get involved go to 

www.smarterbalanced.org/. 

To sign up for regular updates on Smarter 
Balanced activities and stay connected, go to: 
www.smarterbalanced.org/stay-connected/ 

 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment
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           Accountability & Reporting 
                 KEVIN HAMLER-DUPRAS - MANAGER, ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING 
 

Third Period Cumulative ADM Data Collection Training and Collection Opening 

The Third Period Cumulative ADM WebEx Training will be held on Thursday, April 12, 2012, between 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.  
The training will focus on attendance and accountability reporting requirements for the 3rd Period Cumulative ADM 
reporting period – July 1, 2011 – May 1, 2012.  If you are an ADM data submitter, please plan on joining the WebEx.  
The training presentation and handouts will be posted to the link below prior to the training. 

The Third Period Cumulative ADM collection period will open on Thursday, April 26, 2012 and will close on Friday, 
May 25, 2012.   

To Access the Web Ex, go to the ODE Web Training link below and scroll down to the April 12 date.  There will be a 
Web Ex link and a password to join the Web Ex training. https://district.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=211  

 
 

The Assessment & Accountability Update is a weekly newsletter highlighting news, 
updates, and changes to the state’s assessment efforts. To subscribe go to 
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/ayprcupdates.   

You can also access this and past issues of the Assessment & Accountability Update at 
www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=1312. 
 
 

NEW: Bandwidth Testing Tool on OAKS Portal 

On Friday, April 13 AIR will add a new tool to the diagnostic tests offered through the OAKS Online Portal that 
allows users to evaluate whether they have adequate bandwidth for the number of students they plan to test. 
Users will be able to select a test from a drop down menu and then enter the number of students they intend 
to test: 

 

Once the user enters this information and clicks on “Run Network Diagnostics Tests” the user will receive a 
message regarding whether they will be able to test the number of students entered with the current 
available bandwidth. While this information will be accurate at the time the diagnostic test is run, users 
should be aware that traffic on the network may change during the testing session and this could affect the 
testing session.  

Users can access this and other diagnostic tests by clicking on the “Run diagnostics” link at the bottom of the 
student practice test log-in page (https://oakspt.tds.airast.org/student/). 

 

https://district.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=211
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