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Every Student -Every Day                      

– A Success!

 

 

 

 

 

Online Tests                
Administered To Date 

As of March 12, 2012 the following 
number of tests have been started and 
reported by subject: 

 STARTED REPORTED 

MATH 222,837 212,718 

READING 285,116 267,818 

SCIENCE 75,253 73,528 

SOCIAL 

SCIENCES 
4,308 4,129 

ELPA 36,141 33,036 

WRITING 5,175 4,651 

TOTAL 628,830 596,150 
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www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments 

Extended Assessment Alerts 

The Extended Assessment test administration window is open and 
test materials are available for download. Please note the test 
administration window closes at 11:59p on April 26, 2012 and the 
window for entering Extended Assessment data closes at 11:59p on 
May 18, 2012. 

Contact Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or 503.947.5755 if you need 
additional information or clarification.  

For prompt and accurate responses to 

questions, contact your ESD Partners 

Assessment and Accountability        

Help Desk    

www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp 

 

Click on a title to directly 
jump to the article! 
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          Assessment of Essential Skills 
       DEREK BROWN – MANAGER, ASSESSMENT OF ESSENTIAL SKILLS 

Essential Skills Updates   

 Assessment Option for the Essential Skill of Reading 

During their March meeting, the State Board of Education adopted the Accuplacer Reading Comprehension 
assessment as an approved option for students to demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skill of Reading, with 
an achievement standard (“cut score”) of 86. This assessment option is effective immediately.  

For more information on the Essential Skills and other approved assessment options, please visit the Essential 
Skills page of ODE’s website at:  www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=2042 

 

 Policy Change to Writing Work Sample Requirements   

The State Board of Education has approved a change to the policy requirement regarding writing work samples 
(used as evidence to satisfy the Essential Skill of Writing graduation requirement), realigning the requirement for 
sufficient documentation of evidence from three to two work samples.  Of the two required writing work samples, 
at least one must be in the expository or persuasive mode, the second may be in expository, persuasive, or 
narrative (personal or fictional) mode.  This policy change is effective immediately, although it will not be 
reflected in the Test Administration Manual until the next revision of the document.  

Here is a summary of the revised policy: 
 

Writing Work Sample Requirements Achievement Standard 

New Requirement: Two Writing work samples (at 
least one expository or persuasive; the second may 
be expository, persuasive, or narrative (personal or 
fictional) 

Score: 4 on each of the four required traits for 
both work samples (using Official State Writing 
Scoring Guide) 

If you have any questions regarding the Essential Skills updates provided above, please contact Derek Brown, 
Manager for the Assessment of Essential Skills (derek.brown@state.or.us) at 503-947-5841. 
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            Assessments                                                                    www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment 
               KATHLEEN VANDERWALL - MANAGER, TEST DESIGN & IMPLEMENTATION

 
Message from the Superintendent: 
Braille Testing  

On Tuesday, March 13th, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Susan Castillo released a message to the 
field announcing that Oregon is the first state in the 
nation to provide students who use Braille with 
access to online adaptive testing. Before this school 
year, Oregon’s students who use Braille took their 
state tests using printed Braille assessments. Now, 
thanks to cutting edge technology, Braille users are 
taking state tests online with their peers. “Thanks 
to years of work by dedicated staff, educators, and 
partners, we have provided access not only to our 
online testing system but also to critical technical 
tools that will help our students prepare for their 
futures,” said Superintendent Castillo.  “Oregon’s 
online, adaptive testing system has long been seen 
as a model in the nation, and now, for the first 
time, this system is available to all Oregon kids.” 

Superintendent Castillo’s full message is available at 
www.ode.state.or.us/news/announcements/annou
ncement.aspx?ID=8112&TypeID=5. 

 

 

 
Refresher Test Administrator Training  
As the 2011-12 testing window enters full swing, 
districts should be sure to review key test security 
requirements with test administrators, including test 
administrators for the OAKS, ELPA, Writing, and the 
Extended Assessments. As the Braille Interface of 
OAKS Online is new this year, it is especially important 
to remember test administrators who will be 
administering tests using the Braille Interface to 
ensure that they are familiar with testing procedures 
and security requirements. When reviewing test 
security, be sure that test administrators understand 
the following key requirements: 

 Students need a quiet test environment, free from 
distractions. Distractions to look out for include 
other students receiving a read-aloud 
accommodation, printers running nearby, and staff 
coming and going, even if they are authorized. 

 Test administrators may not coach students. 
Coaching is defined as providing students with any 
type of assistance that may affect how a student 
responds, including verbal and non-verbal cues. 
Examples include interpreting, explaining, or 
paraphrasing a test item;  leading students through 
instructional strategies such as Think Aloud; and 
reminding students to show their work or identify 
the source of their answer. 

 Students may only access allowable resources 
identified by content area. In particular, test 
administrators should remain vigilant for students 
with cell phones or other electronic devices. 

 Secure test materials must be handled securely. This 
includes making sure that test items and passages 
print to a secure printer and that all printed 
materials are collected and securely destroyed after 
each test session. 

To help prevent test improprieties, make sure that all 
test administrators know who to come to if they have a 
question about whether a particular practice is allowed; 
and should a test impropriety occur, make sure that 
test administrators understand the procedure for 
reporting test improprieties. 

 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp
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Online Writing 
Test Windows: 
- Winter Closes 
- Spring Opens  

The winter Online Writing test window closes on 
Friday, March 16. Districts administering the winter 
Online Writing test must ensure that students 
complete the test and submit it for scoring by the 
end of the day on March 16. At that time, AIR will 
push through any partial writing tests that have not 
been officially submitted for scoring, and students 
will no longer have access to the winter Online 
Writing test.   

The spring Online Writing test window opens on 
Monday, March 26. Students who participated in 
the Winter Writing window (either online or 
paper/pencil) may not participate in the Spring 
Writing Window. 

 

Spring Paper-Based Writing Order 
Window Closes March 19 

The order window for the spring paper-based 
Writing test (grade 11 only) closes on Monday, 
March 19. Districts will have through March 19 to 
complete their orders for the spring test window. 
Districts may order paper-based writing tests for 
their students using the Test Information Delivery 
Engine (TIDE) of the OAKS Online System. The TIDE 
User guide which is posted at 
www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?391, includes 
detailed instructions on the order process.  

Based on legislative action, the 2011-12 Writing 
Performance Assessment will only be offered for 
students currently enrolled in Grade 11 who have 
not already taken and passed the assessment. In 
addition, please remember that students who 
participated in the Winter Writing window (either 
online or paper/pencil) may not participate in the 
Spring Writing Window.  

For information or assistance, contact your Regional 
Assessment Support Partner. 

 
 
 
 

Online Testing Available on State 
Furlough, March 23 

OAKS Online and ELPA testing will remain open on 
the state furlough day, Friday, March 23.  

 

OAKS Online Test Delivery System 
--Offline March 28 – 30; 

OAKS Online Reporting  
--Offline March 30 

OAKS, ELPA, and Online Writing operational tests 
will be offline for maintenance from 6 a.m. PT on 
Wednesday, March 28 through 11:59 PT on Friday, 
March 30. OAKS Online Reporting will be offline 
from 6 a.m. PT through 11:59 PT on Friday, March 
30.  

All other OAKS systems, including practice tests, will 
remain available during this time. 

 

Smarter Balanced Item Specifications 
Final Review Open through March 16  

Final review of key materials describing 
fundamental aspects of the Smarter Mathematics 
and English Language Arts assessments that Oregon 
students will take are available for review through 
Friday, March 16.  This is the last review period for 
these materials. 

 Accessibility and Accommodations 

Guidelines 

 Bias and Sensitivity Guidelines 

 Item Specifications 

 Performance Task Specifications 

 Technology-Enhanced Specifications 

 Stimulus Specifications 

 Style Guide 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?391
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=1303
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No Content or Cut Score Changes for OAKS in 2012-2013 

The content standards and achievement standards will continue to be the same in 2012-2013.  The 2012-2013 
OAKS Science will be based on the content standards adopted in 2009, and the 2012-2013 OAKS Social Sciences 
will be based on the content standards adopted in 2001. 

Through the end of the 2013-2014 School Year, OAKS Mathematics and Reading will continue to assess 
Oregon’s content standards: 

 3-8 Mathematics (Adopted in 2007) 

 High School Mathematics (Adopted in 2009) 

 Reading  (Adopted in the 2002-2003 School Year) 

2011-2012 
Math, Reading, 

Writing  

2012-2013 
Math, Reading, 

Writing 

2013-2014 
Math, Reading, 

Writing 

2014-2015 
Math, Reading, 

Writing 

OAKS OAKS OAKS Smarter 

 

 

Reduced Testing Opportunities for 2012-2013 

On March 8, ODE staff presented the 
State Board of Education with a 
proposal to reduce the number  of 
annual test opportunities for students in 
grades 3 – 8 starting in 2012-13. Based 
on feedback received from over 2,500 
respondents, including Oregon teachers, 
test administrators, test coordinators, 
principals, superintendents, and 
parents, students in grades 3 – 8 would 
have two annual test opportunities 
starting next year (the 2012-2013 
School Year) instead of three. Due to 
the Essential Skills graduation 
requirement, students in high school 
would continue to have three annual 
test opportunities.  
 
ODE anticipates that the State Board will formally adopt this reduction for students in grades 3 – 8 at its April 
meeting. Once adopted, ODE will communicate with the field so that districts can plan their 2012-13 testing 
schedules accordingly.  Adoption is anticipated during the April 19-20 State Board Meeting.  
 
 

 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp
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Transition Suggestions: Movement from Assessing Oregon’s 2000 Standards to 
Oregon’s Common Core State Standards 

Beginning in the 2014-2015 School Year Oregon students will be assessed in mathematics and English language 
arts (including Reading and Writing) with the Smarter Assessment aligned with the Common Core State 
Standards.  Until then OAKS will be based on the content standards adopted before 2010 (See article above, No 
Content or Cut Score Changes for OAKS in 2012-2013). 

2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 

OAKS OAKS OAKS Smarter 

In 2010, ODE provided Crosswalks between Oregon’s content standards and the new Common Core State 
Standards. 

 Mathematics:  www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3211 

 English Language Arts:  www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3356 

Based on detailed information from the mathematics crosswalk, ODE is developing documents mapping the 
“movement” of mathematics content. These will be released in May, 2012 along with similar documents for 
English language assessments. Following is an example for grade 4:  

 
Based on work with subject-area stakeholders, ODE suggests that:  

 

• When content will be assessed in the same grade:  

Study the CCSS to ensure students engage with similar content and rigor by 2013-14 and full content and 

rigor by 2014-15.  

• When OR content will be assessed in later grades by Smarter:  

Consider teaching the Oregon content at the current grade and teaching the CCSS in the higher grade at 

the same year 2013-14; then teach only CCSS beginning in 2014-15.  

• When OR content will be assessed in earlier grades by Smarter:  

Consider teaching CCSS and Oregon content at both grades by 2012-13 or 2013-14, then only teach CCSS 

in earlier grade thereafter. 

• When CCSS content is new to Oregon: 

Take time to understand new CCSS content in 2012-13, then begin integrating into classroom instruction in 

2013-14 with full implementation in 2014-15.  

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3211
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3356
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Stay Connected to the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Consortium 

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 
recently introduced a new web environment 
(www.smarterbalanced.org/) that will provide up-
to-date information about the common 
assessments in mathematics and English language 
arts that will become available beginning in 2014-
2015. Members of the public can sign up to receive 
regular updates on SBAC activities by going to 
www.smarterbalanced.org/ and clicking on the 
“Stay Connected” link at the top right-hand corner 
of the page. 

Now that this new SBAC resource is available, the 
Assessment and Accountability Update will no 
longer provide separate, regular Smarter Balanced 
updates.    

 

 Common Core State Standards 
Progress Report  

A semi-annual report on Oregon’s transition to the 
Common Core State Standards is now available on 
the CCSS website at 
www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/commoncor
e/ccssprogressreport_v1-1_jan2012.pdf.   
 
This report provides a high-level review of CCSS 
implementation progress, from October 2010 
through January 2012, and a preview of what’s to 
come.    
 
 

 

www.ode.state.or.us/go/commoncore 

 

 

 

 

State Readiness Tool Data Collection 
Opens on April 2 

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 
along with the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 
developed a Technology Readiness Tool to support 
states’ planning as they transition to next-
generation assessments.  This 
optional survey will provide 
Oregon with critical 
information about the 
technology needed to 
administer the new online 
assessments in four areas: 
computers, computer-to-
tester ratio, network 
infrastructure, and staff and 
personnel. 

The Oregon Department of Education (ODE) 
strongly encourages your participation during one 
or more of the six collection windows. The first of 
six data collection windows will be open April 2 to 
June 14, 2012. Contact the ODE Helpdesk 
(ode.helpdesk@state.or.us), 503-947-5717) to 
request a login after March 20, 2012. Online 
training for the tool will be available via a WebEx 
after March 26, 2012. Additional information on 
the Technology Readiness Tool can be found at 
www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3557. 

The Online Training Module, User Guide and FAQ 
are available at www.assess4ed.net.  The training 
provides step-by-step instructions for using the tool 
and interpreting reports.   

To access and use the State Readiness Tool, log on 
to www.TechReadiness.org  between April 2 and 
June 14, 2012.  The ODE Outreach Team will also be 
trained on the tool, and available for assistance. 

Contact Person:  Dion Baird, State Readiness 
Coordinator, 503-947-5665, Dion.Baird@state.or.us 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp
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http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/commoncore/ccssprogressreport_v1-1_jan2012.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/commoncore/ccssprogressreport_v1-1_jan2012.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/commoncore
mailto:ode.helpdesk@state.or.us
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3557
http://www.assess4ed.net/
http://www.techreadiness.org/
mailto:dion.baird@state.or.us
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=1303


Assessment & Accountability Update           www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate   
 

8 HELP DESK   www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp 

 

 

           Accountability & Reporting 
                 KEVIN HAMLER-DUPRAS - MANAGER, ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING 
 

ELPA January 2012 Test Scores Now Available 

Scores for students who completed the English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) between January 11 
and January 31, 2012 were posted in Student Centered Staging and OAKS Online Reports today, March 15. 
Below is the schedule for future ELPA data delivery dates:    

 

        Batch       Testing Dates 
Scoring Window 
(Approximate) 

Data Extract  
(  from Hand Scoring to  

Quality Assurance) 

Data 

Delivery  
to ODE 

Data 

Delivery  
   to Districts 

1 1/11 – 1/31 2/2 – 2/17 2/22 3/5 3/15 

2 2/1 – 2/29 3/5 – 3/16 3/21 3/30 4/13 

3 3/1 – 3/31 4/4 – 4/17 4/20 5/2 5/15 

4 4/1 – 5/10 5/2 – 5/18 5/23 6/4 6/15 

 

ELPA records will be available for download in the Assessment Warehouse Extract application on March 16. 
Individual Student Reports (ISRs), Class Rosters and Class Summary reports will also be available in the Secure 
Assessment Reports 2.0 application on March 16. If you do not have access to the Student Centered Staging, 
Assessment Warehouse Extract, or Secure Assessment Reports 2.0 applications, please contact your district 
security administrator. 

District Test Coordinators may now edit records in Student Centered Staging for students with disabilities by 
using administration codes (see the 2011-12 Test Administration Manual, Appendix J). It is imperative for 
proper scoring of the ELPA that the District Test Coordinator confirms with the Test Administrator that the 
correct administration code that corresponds to the student’s IEP is entered in Student Centered Staging. 

If you have questions or need assistance with your assessment data, please contact your Regional Support 
Partner. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Assessment & Accountability Update is a weekly newsletter highlighting 
news, updates, and changes to the state’s assessment efforts. To subscribe go to 
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/ayprcupdates.   

You can also access this and past issues of the Assessment & Accountability 
Update at www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=1312. 
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