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For prompt and accurate responses to 

questions, contact your                          
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www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp 

 

Online Tests Administered to Date 
 

As of March 6, 2013 the following 
number of online tests have been 
administered: 
 

  Started Reported 
 

Math 110,344 96,810 
 

Reading 167,523 147,318 
 

Science 42,746 40,970 
 

Social Sciences 2,969 2,619 
 

ELPA 30,569 26,555 
 

Writing 11,717 9,564 
 

Total 365,868 323,836 
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Extended Assessments & Accommodations               www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments 
SARAH DRINKWATER – INTERIM ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, STUDENT LEARNING PARTNERSHIPS  

 

MEMORANDUM NO. 002-2012-13 – Extended Assessment: High School Retake Policy  
To: Superintendents and Special Education Directors 
Re: Extended Assessment: High School Retake Policy  

Under OAR 581-022-0615: Assessment of Essential 
Skills, students are required to demonstrate proficiency 
in the Essential Skills in order to receive a regular or 
modified diploma. As identified in Appendix K of the 
Test Administration Manual, students may use the 
Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) to 
demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skills; for 
students on an IEP seeking a modified diploma, this 
includes the OAKS Extended Assessment.  

New for 2012-13, ODE has adopted a policy allowing students whose IEP indicates the OAKS Extended Assessments to retest 
in their 12th grade year, if they did not meet the alternate achievement standard as 11th graders, for any of the subject 
areas tested by this assessment (i.e., Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Writing).  While retests are not mandatory, like 
those who participate in the OAKS statewide assessments, districts should have testing opportunities available for grade 12 
students with disabilities who wish to retake an OAKS Extended Assessment(s)--especially those needing to demonstrate 
proficiency for the Essential Skills graduation requirement.  

For additional information please contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or (503) 947-5755. 
 

Oregon’s Alternate Assessment Transition   
In an effort to keep districts and schools up-to-date with the Oregon Department of Education’s alternate assessment 
transition efforts, additional information and resources have been posted to the Common Core State Standards—
Alternate Assessment website (http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3709) entitled NCSC Resources. As the 
description under this link states, the resources and documents on this page are designed to assist districts and schools 
to better understand this project--building an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards (AA-
AAS) for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities—the goal of which is to ensure these students achieve 
increasingly higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for post-secondary options. 
Also, a working version of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) PDF about the NCSC Summative Alternate Assessment is 
now posted. FAQs on NCSC AA curriculum, instruction, professional development, and communication initiatives will 
be finalized in the next weeks. You can share this information freely at this point, as you see fit, but be advised that 
NCSC will be revising the contents into audience specific materials moving forward. We will date these and update as 
our iterative development processes dictate. 
For additional information contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us   

 

Extended Assessment: Dates to Remember   
Per the 2012-13 Current Test Schedule PDF posted at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2691: 

 OAKS Extended Assessments are available for download after 2/14/13 in the Extended Assessment application on 
the district secure site: https://district.ode.state.or.us/home/ (see your district security administrator for access). 

 OAKS Extended Assessment test administration and data entry window opens 2/21/13 

 OAKS Extended Assessment test administration window closes 4/25/13 

 OAKS Extended Assessment data entry window closes 5/17/13 
If you have additional questions, please contact Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us 

 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/admin/2012-13_appendix_k.pdf
mailto:Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3709
mailto:Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2691
https://district.ode.state.or.us/home/
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   Assessment of Essential Skills                                                                                      
      DEREK BROWN, MANAGER                                                                                www.ode.state.or.us/go/es 

 

Update to Appendix K: Assessment of 
Essential Skills 

ODE has posted a revision to Appendix K: Assessment of 
Essential Skills of the Test Administration Manual.  The 
revised Appendix K contains the following updates: (1) 
added definitions of the Essential Skills; (2) reorganized 
the Assessment Options section around assessment 
types for greater clarity; (3) added ACT as a writing 
assessment option; (4) updated writing work sample 
assessment option; and (5) reformatted text from 
paragraphs into tables for greater clarity.  The revised 
Appendix K is available at 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/tam.  

New Essential Skills Case Study Now 
Available 

In the summer of 2012, ODE conducted a case study of 
nine districts currently using work samples as a part of 
their Essential Skills assessment system. The purpose 
was to identify various methods and strategies that 
districts are using in order to share this information 
with other districts and to inform ODE’s future 
development of Essential Skills resources.  
 
The case study is now posted on the Essential Skills 
webpage (http://www.ode.state.or.us/home/go/es) 
and it focuses on the following topics related to work 
samples:  

 Identifying and supporting students who will 
complete work samples; 

 Development and maintenance of work samples; 

 Professional development; 

 Policy decisions; and  

 Parent communication.  
 

        Test Administration                                                       www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment 
          KATHLEEN VANDERWALL - MANAGER, TEST DESIGN & OPERATIONS

 

Spring Paper-Based Writing Order Window Closes March 14 

The Spring paper-based writing order window closes on Thursday, March 14, 2013. Districts may only order tests for 
eligible grade 11 students who do not have a banked writing score. As a reminder, students in grades 9, 10, or 12 may 
not test during the spring test window. Also, grade 11 students who tested during the winter test window may not 
test. 

The Assessment & Accountability Update is a regular newsletter highlighting news, updates, and  
changes to the state’s assessment efforts. To subscribe go to 
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/ayprcupdates.  
 
You can also access this and past issues of the Assessment & Accountability Update at 
www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate. 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/es
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/tam
http://www.ode.state.or.us/home/go/es
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment
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Smarter Balanced Pilot Test Update 

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) Pilot test launched February 20, 2013 at 1:00 pm Pacific time.  
Testing began with grades 7, 8 and 9 in mathematics and grades 7 and 8 in English Language Arts/Literacy, in 337 
scientifically selected schools across twenty-one states.  Thirty seven of these schools are in Oregon, including schools 
in Clackamas, Coos, Crook, Douglas, Grant, Harney, Jackson, Jefferson, Lane, Linn, Marion, Morrow, Multnomah, 
Sherman, Wallowa, Wasco, Washington, Wheeler and Yamhill counties.  While the majority of the Pilot Test (scientific 
sample) launched on February 20, 2013, special forms will be available for schools by March 14, 2013; participating 
schools will be notified directly once these forms are ready to launch.  These forms are to be used in 7th grade only: 

 Spanish side-by-side translation (Math) 

 Online Spanish Glossary (Math) 

 Braille (Math and ELA) 

 Text-to-Speech (Math and ELA) 

 Online English Glossary (Math) 
 
Participating schools with questions: 
*Related to rescheduling school testing windows, please contact Data Recognition Corporation’s (DRC) recruitment 
desk at smarterbalancedrecruitment@datarecognitioncorp.com  or 800-847-3193.  
 
*About any other aspect of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium Pilot, please contact AIR at 
smarterbalancedhelpdesk@air.org or 866-815-7246. 
 
Schools not selected as part of the scientific sample may still volunteer to participate through an online survey; to date 
128 Oregon schools have volunteered.  Oregon schools can sign up to participate in the volunteer portion of the Pilot 
Test by completing the online survey before Wednesday, March 27, 2013: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot  
 
The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium system-- with formative, interim and summative components—is 
designed to provide better information and tools to improve teaching and learning.  As a Smarter Balanced lead state, 
Oregon plays a leading role in the development of next-generation assessments aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards.  Educators from Oregon have participated in the development and review of assessment items, 
achievement level descriptors, and test specifications.   
 
For more information on the Pilot Test, visit: www.ode.state.or.us/go/smarter or 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/pilot-test/ or to access the Smarter Balanced Pilot Test Portal:  
http://sbac.portal.airast.org 

 

  

mailto:smarterbalancedrecruitment@datarecognitioncorp.com
mailto:smarterbalancedhelpdesk@air.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/smarter
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/pilot-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/


www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate

 

5 HELP DESK   www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp

 

Smarter Balanced Technology Requirements 

The Smarter Balanced Technology Strategy Framework and System Requirements Specifications 
(http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/) provide minimum hardware 
specifications and basic bandwidth calculations that will allow schools and districts to evaluate which of their existing 
computers will support the administration of the assessment system in the 2014-15 school year. 
 
Operating Systems for which the Smarter Balanced Assessments will be available: 

 All the current OAKS supported systems (Mac, Linux, Windows), plus: 

 Thin Clients 

 Chrome Books 

 Android/iPad/Windows based tablets 
 

Note:  All students will need to have headphones (earbuds) due to Claim 3 (Listening and Speaking) items on the ELA 
assessments.  Students will also need access to headphones (earbuds) in order to access Text-to-Speech (Math and 
ELA). 
(http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12Hardware-Operating-Systems-
Infographic.pdf)  
 
Smarter Balanced Assessment Technology Requirement Clarification 
At this time, neither microphones nor stylus devices have been identified as necessary input devices for the 2014-15 
Smarter Balanced assessment.  However, Smarter Balanced anticipates integrating manipulative media and interactive 
data elements for students as a means to generate more authentic input capacities.  These advancements will 
ultimately help to capture predominant reasoning, drafting, revising, and general formative thinking processes taken by 
students when approaching solutions to various test items. 
 
Smarter Balanced anticipates that by 2016-17 school year, up to 25 percent of the mathematics assessment will 
comprise of items/tasks requiring student-produced illustrations or calculations.  As such, in 2016-17, students will 
need access to a tablet (or other touch-based device) that employs a stylus for user input.  Additional information 
about the Smarter Balanced Technology requirements is available at http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-
balanced-assessments/technology/ (including hardware and software purchasing guidelines). 
 
Technology Readiness Tool Update 
The Technology Readiness Tool is designed to support states as they transition to next-generation assessments.  Since 
March 2012, State Readiness Coordinators have been working with districts and schools to collect baseline data on key 
readiness indicators. 
 
ODE would like to thank districts and schools that were successful in uploading school specific device and school survey 
information. As a reminder for those who have not entered data, the Technology Readiness Tool remains open, and 
ODE encourages districts and schools to continue to add and/or update their information. These details will help the 
consortium to finalize minimum requirements for technology infrastructures and form the baseline for subsequent gap 
analyses for determination of readiness for the Smarter Balanced assessments.  
 
Below you will find a schedule of anticipated extraction dates. These dates represent the times when a snapshot will be 
created. Future Data Extraction Dates: 

• Friday, June 14, 2013  
• Friday, December 13, 2013  
• Friday, June 13, 2014  
• Monday, August 18, 2014  

 
 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12Hardware-Operating-Systems-Infographic.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12Hardware-Operating-Systems-Infographic.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/
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DTC Monthly WebEx Sessions 
District Test Coordinators and other school and district staff are invited to attend monthly WebEx 
sessions hosted by the Office of Assessment and Accountability. During these sessions, ODE will 
provide updates on current issues and respond to questions.  

To send a topic suggestion for discussion before the sessions, send that information to 
kathy.brazeau@state.or.us .  

All sessions will be held on Wednesdays from 9:00 - 10:00 am.  

 April 3, 2013  

 May 1, 2013 

To access the WebEx go to: https://oregoned.webex.com  on the date and time scheduled. The 
password for all of these meetings is: education.  Please enter your name and district when you log 
into the WebEx.  For example: Joe Doe (Blueberry SD). 

Note: These meetings are not recorded and notes will not be taken. All vital information will also be 

communicated via the Assessment and Accountability Update or the District Test Coordinator Listserv.  

 

Accountability & Reporting 
        KEVIN HAMLER-DUPRAS - MANAGER, ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING 

Reminder: Class Size Audits 

Class Size Audits will open Monday, March 11, and will remain open until Friday, March 22.  The Consolidated 
Collections application for reviewing audits is not functioning, so you will receive a spreadsheet with the audits from 
your ESD Partner.   
 
Remember that audits are not necessarily errors.  You should read the comment associated with each audit and review 
the record in question. Otherwise, you may make edits and add or delete records as necessary to correct your 
submission. After reviewing the audits please send an e-mail to tony.knudson@ode.state.or.us so he can track 
validation progress. 
 
If you have questions or need assistance, please contact your Regional ESD Data Collection Support partners.    
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