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For prompt and accurate 
responses to questions 

contact your 

Regional ESD Partners 

www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp 

Weekly Count of 
Administered TESTS  

As of February 24, 2014 

 STARTED REPORTED 

MATH 80,414 74,477 

READING 112,549 103,677 

SCIENCE 28,940 27,867 

SOCIAL 
SCIENCES 

1,811 1,682 

WRITING 9,400 7,496 

ELPA 21,891 17,730 

TOTAL 255,005 232,929 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE WEEKS AND MONTHS AHEAD 
 

NOVEMBER 5 –  

MAY 22 
OAKS Online Test Window Open for Reading, Mathematics, Science, and 
Social Sciences (including Spanish and Braille) 

JANUARY 25 – 

MARCH 15 
OAKS Paper-based Writing Spring Test Order Window 

JANUARY 27 – 

MARCH 7 
NAEP Test Window for selected schools 

FEBRUARY 20 – 

APRIL 24 
Extended Assessment Test Window for Reading, Mathematics, Science, and 
Writing 

FEBRUARY 20 – 

MAY 9 
Extended Assessment Data Entry Window for Reading, Mathematics, 
Science, and Writing 

MARCH 4 Deadline for Shipping Winter Paper Writing Tests for scoring 

MARCH 12 DTC WebEx, 9:30 AM 

MARCH 14* ELPA Batch 1 Data Delivery to Districts (*dependent upon calibrations) 

MARCH 15 OAKS Paper-based Writing  Spring Test Order Window closes 

MARCH 18 – 

JUNE 6 
Smarter Balanced Field Test Window 

MARCH 21 OAKS Online  Writing  Winter Test Window closes 

MARCH 24 – 28 
OAKS Online Test Delivery System and Online Reporting offline for 
scheduled maintenance 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
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Test Administration                                                                        www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment 
      KATHLEEN VANDERWALL - MANAGER, TEST DESIGN & OPERATION

Reminder: Winter Paper Writing Assessment Shipping Deadline March 4 

Districts participating in the winter paper-based Writing assessment must ship completed tests for scoring by next 
Tuesday, March 4, 2014. As stated on p. 19 of the Test Administration Manual, any tests that are shipped after 
March 4 will not be scored. Districts must use the return kits provided by AIR to package student responses in 
preparation for shipment, following the instructions on pp. G-22 – G-23 of the Test Administration Manual. If you 
have any questions about the return shipment process, please contact your Regional ESD Partner.  

 

DTC Informal WebEx Wednesday, March 12, 2014 

You are invited to join ODE staff and DTCs from around the state one Wednesday morning a month for an hour of 
questions and answers on upcoming changes and current hot topics. The monthly WebEx meetings provide an 
open forum for questions and dialogue around the issues of assessment and accountability/reporting.  
 

Following is the log-in information including the meeting password: 

 

Mark your calendars for the upcoming WebEx dates:  

• March 12, 9:30-10:30 am 
• April 9, 9:30-10:30 am 
• May 14, 9:30-10:30 am.       

 
 
 
 
 

 

-------------------------------------------------------  

Meeting information  
-------------------------------------------------------  

Topic: DTC Informal WebEx  

Date: March 12, 2014  
Time: 9:30 am, Pacific Standard Time (San Francisco, GMT-08:00)  

Meeting Number: 921 511 160  

Meeting Password: information  
-------------------------------------------------------  

To start or join the online meeting  
-------------------------------------------------------  

Go to: https://oregoned.webex.com/  
-------------------------------------------------------  

Audio conference information  
-------------------------------------------------------  

Call-in toll-free number (US/Canada): 1-877-668-4493  

Call-in toll number (US/Canada): 1-650-479-3208  
Toll-free dialing restrictions: http://www.webex.com/pdf/tollfree_restrictions.pdf  
 

Access code: 921 511 160 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment
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http://www.webex.com/pdf/tollfree_restrictions.pdf
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Extended Assessments and Accommodations             www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments 
          SARAH DRINKWATER – ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, STUDENT SERVICES 
 

 

Smarter Balanced Field Test: IEP Guidance Follow Up 
 
In preparation for the Smarter Balanced field test that will involve students with disabilities, ODE is offering the 
following information based upon guidance provided by the U.S. Department of Education: 
 

Under 34 C.F.R. § 300.320(a)(6)(i), each student’s IEP must include a statement of any individual accommodations 
that are necessary to measure the academic achievement and functional performance of the child on State and 
district-wide assessments. 
 

The Oregon Department of Education has received approval from the US Department of Education to offer double-
testing flexibility as part of the Smarter Balanced field test.  The field test, which will take place March 18 through 
June 6, 2014,  includes two tests, English language arts and Mathematics.  Field test participants were selected based 
on a volunteer pool of schools and districts that indicated interest in one or more grade levels taking one or both of 
the tests.  Double testing flexibility allows schools participating in the Smarter Balanced field test to determine 
whether or not to also test participating students on the current state test, the Oregon Assessment of Knowledge 
and Skills (OAKS), which is used for various school and district accountability purposes.  At this time, 243 schools 
across 98 districts are enrolled in the field test. 
 

If you are one of the districts that volunteered to participate in the Smarter Balanced Field Test then for students 
who have an IEP and who would otherwise take the OAKS assessments (not extended assessments), these students 
may participate in the Smarter Balanced Field Test.   
 

If an IEP team determines that a child with an IEP will participate in the Smarter Balanced field tests, then the IEP 
team must ensure that the child’s current IEP lists accommodations that are appropriate and provided on the 
Smarter Balanced field tests.  If the IEP lists accommodations that are not provided on the Smarter Balanced Field 
Test, then the IEP team can amend or change the IEP to correct the accommodations following the allowable 
methods for changing an IEP, or determine that the student may take the OAKS using the accommodations provided 
for in the current IEP and not change the IEP.    
 

If you are one of the districts that volunteered to participate in the Smarter Balanced Field Test, for students who 
would otherwise take the Extended Assessment these students should participate in the Extended Assessment as 
identified in their IEP. 
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Smarter Balanced Assessment, ELPA21, and Next Generation Science Standards 
         DEREK BROWN – DIRECTOR, ASSESSMENT

ELPA21 Educator Recruitment 

ELPA21 is a consortium of 11 states developing an English language 
proficiency assessment based on new ELP standards that correspond to 
more rigorous college and career ready content standards. Educator 
participation in the development of the tests is crucial to ELPA21’s success. 
ELPA21 is seeking educators with experience working with English language 
learners from Oregon to work with the item development vendor, ETS, to 
write and review over 700 assessment items.  
Please click here to submit your name, contact information, and experience 
for consideration. The application deadline is March 27.  If you have 
questions, please contact your ELPA21 state representative, Martha I. 
Martinez, at martha.martinez@state.or.us. 
 
 

Language Supports for English Learners Ready for Smarter Balanced Field Tests 

Starting in March, roughly 25,000 students in schools across Oregon will participate in the Smarter Balanced field 
tests for mathematics and English language arts, including students who are English language learners (ELLs). To 
support access for ELLs, Smarter Balanced has adopted several language supports. As participating schools gear up to 
prepare their students for the field tests, ODE would like to share the following article published by Education Week 
that provides a helpful overview of the Smarter Balanced language supports and how they may differ from states’ 
existing accommodations for ELLs.  
 
Link to article: Language Supports for English-Learners Ready for Smarter Balanced Field Tests 
 
As a reminder, the full descriptions of the Smarter Balanced accessibility features is available in the Smarter Balanced 
Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines. 

 

Public Review Period for Career Readiness Materials 

A public review period to assess Smarter Balanced Career Readiness Materials is now open for teachers, higher 
education faculty, members of the business community, and other interested parties.  Reviewable materials include a 
set of Career Readiness Frameworks to guide stakeholders in their interpretation of students’ summative assessment 
scores relative to specific career goals and pathways.  Smarter Balanced created these frameworks to provide a 
toolkit for students, parents, teachers, and counselors interested in charting students’ educational paths based on 
the knowledge and skills they need to achieve success in their intended career. 
 
Smarter Balanced Career Readiness Materials are available for public review until March, 28, 2014 and accessible 
through the Smarter Balanced website: http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/#career for 
public review (scroll to bottom of page to see links to Career Readiness documents).  To provide feedback on the 
frameworks to Smarter Balanced, please visit: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KCSB7JF. 
 

 

 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
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Smarter Balanced Field Test: 
Testing Device Requirements Clarification 
 

Schools that are participating in the Smarter Balanced Field Test, will be required to use the following implements 
with their testing devices: 
 

Headphones/earphones are required for students to use during the English language arts test listening 
component and for students who require text-to-speech features on the mathematics test.  External 
microphones or headsets that consist also of a microphone are not required, because the Smarter Balanced Field 
Test does not assess Speaking. 
 

External keyboards are required in all cases unless specified differently by a student’s Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) or 504 plan.  Any form of external keyboard that disables the on-screen virtual keyboard is acceptable.  
This includes mechanical, manual, plug and play, and wireless-based (e.g., Bluetooth, RF, IR) keyboards.   
 

A pointing device must be included.  This may consist of a mouse, touch screen, touchpad, or other pointing 
device with which the student is familiar. Touch screen capability is not required to participate in the Smarter 
Balanced Field Test. 
 

Additional information about Testing Device Requirements for the Smarter Balanced Field Test is available at 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2011/12/Executive_Summary_Tech_Framework.pdf.  

Teacher and Student Preparation Resources for the Smarter Balanced Field Test  
 

Two testing resources have been developed to support teachers and 
students for the Spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test:  the 
Smarter Balanced Practice Tests and the Smarter Balanced Training 
Tests.  Each resource is provided in both English language arts (ELA) 
and math and serves a unique purpose in helping to prepare students 
for the field test in the spring of 2014. 
 

Practice Tests 
The practice tests were released in the spring of 2013 to provide 
students with a grade-specific testing experience that is similar in 
format and structure to the Smarter Balanced assessments.  The 
practice tests include a variety of items (approximately 30 items each 
in ELA and math) as well as an ELA and math performance task at each 
grade level (3-8, 11).  Since spring 2013, new features have been 
added to the practice test, such as Spanish glossaries and  American Sign Language videos.  During the next several 
months, additional features will continue to be added.  More information on these updates will be provided in April 
2014.  The Practice Tests are accessible via the Smarter Balanced Field Test portal:  
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/.  
 

Training Tests 
Smarter Balanced released a Training Test on Thursday, January 30, 2014.  The purpose of the Training Test is to 
provide students with an opportunity to quickly become familiar with the software and interface features of the 
Smarter Balanced tests.  The Training Test will be available for grade bands 3-5, 6-8 and high school, and will offer six 
to nine items per grade band in each content area.  The Training Test will include new item types and universal tools, 
designated supports, and accommodations.   

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp
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The Training Test will be accessible via the Smarter Balanced Field Test portal: 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/.  
 
The following communications about the Smarter Balanced Practice Tests and Training Test are now available: 

 Training & Practice Test Features Update (PowerPoint) 

 Training & Practice Test FAQ 

 Field Test ELA Timing and Sequencing Chart 

 Field Test Math Timing and Sequencing Chart 
(http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3298) 

 

 

Smarter Balanced Practice Test Resources 

 Calculators are available for students to preview and practice with outside of the testing environment. 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/calculators/ 

 Performance task writing rubrics (Argumentative, Informative-Explanatory, Narrative and Opinion) are 
available under Resources and Documentation: http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/resources/ 

 Scoring guides for the Smarter Balanced Practice Test are available under Resources and Documentation:  
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/resources/ 

 Performance Task Classroom Activities: http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/resources/  
 

 

 

Field Test Training Modules 

Smarter Balanced has released training modules to assist districts with preparing for the Spring 2014 Field Test.  
The following web-based training modules are now available on the Smarter Balanced Field Test portal 
(http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/resources/): 

 Accessibility and Accommodations 

 Smarter Balanced Test Administration Overview 

 Test Administration (TA) Interface for Online Testing 

 Performance Task Overview 

 What is a CAT (Computer Adaptive Test)? 

 Let’s Talk Universal Tools 

 Student Interface for Online Testing 

 Technology Requirements for Online Testing 

 Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) 

 What is a Field Test? 

 
 
 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
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Double Testing Flexibility Approved by U.S. Dept of Education for Smarter 
Balanced Field Test 

The Oregon Department of Education has received approval from the U.S. Department of Education to offer double-
testing flexibility as part of the Smarter Balanced field test.  The field test, which will take place March 18 through 
June 6, 2014, includes two tests, English language arts and Mathematics.  Field test participants were selected based 
on a volunteer pool of schools and districts that indicated interest in one or more grade levels taking one or both of 
the tests.   
  
Double-testing flexibility allows schools participating in the Smarter Balanced field test to determine whether or not 
to also test participating students on the current state test, the Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS), 
which is used for various school and district accountability purposes.  At this time, 243 schools across 98 districts are 
enrolled in the field test. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact Derek Brown at derek.brown@state.or.us, 503-947-5841. 

 
 

Oregon Customized Smarter Balanced Field Test Administration Manual (TAM) 
Now Available 

ODE has posted an Oregon customized Smarter Balanced Field Test Administration Manual (TAM) to 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3298. This Oregon customized Smarter Balanced TAM aligns 
terminology and protocols with Oregon requirements where possible and calls out differences in policy between 
Oregon’s current Statewide Assessment System and the Smarter Balanced field test. These customizations are 
summarized below: 

 Changed “DC” to “DTC” and “SC” to “STC” to align to Oregon terminology (throughout) 

 Clarified Oregon-specific training and reading requirements and recommendations (Sections 1.4 and 2.2) 

 Clarified that eligibility criteria for Smarter Balanced accommodations are different from the criteria currently 
applied for accommodations under the Oregon Statewide Assessment System (Sections 2 and 8) 

 Clarified that eligibility criteria for printed passages in the Smarter Balanced Field Test are different from the 
criteria currently applied under the Oregon Statewide Assessment System (Section 3.2) 

 Aligned test security terminology and reporting procedures with Oregon terminology and procedures 
(Section 4 and throughout) 

 
Oregon schools participating in the Smarter Balanced field test this spring must use this Oregon customized Smarter 
Balanced TAM to ensure secure and valid administration of the Smarter Balanced field test.  
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Technology Strategy Framework and Testing Device Requirements 

DRAFT Technology Strategy Framework and Testing Device 
Requirements Released for Smarter Balanced (UPDATED). 

Updated versions of two documents that will assist districts plan their 
technology use for the Smarter Balanced Assessment are now 
available.  Please note these documents are drafts that may change 
upon consortium member states’ review. 
 

 Smarter Balanced Technology Strategy Framework and Testing Device Requirements: provides 
detailed information about device and operating system requirements to administer the test.  This 
document includes  an appendix which lists the changes in this edition. 

 Executive Summary: provides a high level overview of the device and operating system 
requirements. 

 
New versions of both documents can be found at:  http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-
assessments/technology/.  When all changes are completed, updated versions will replace the versions 
currently posted on the Smarter Balanced website. 
 

*ODE will also post the two documents on the following website: 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3298. 

 

Smarter Balanced Field Test – Critical Documents and Release Dates 

Smarter Balanced Field Test Important Dates 
TIDE Registration Window From January 14 to February 28, 2014 

Field Test Administration Window March 18 - June 6, 2014 

This list will help you in preparation for the field test. 

 
 
 

 

 

 The Assessment & Accountability Update is a regular newsletter highlighting 
news, updates, and changes to the state’s assessment efforts.  
 

To subscribe go to http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/ayprcupdates. 
 

You can also access this and past issues of the Assessment & Accountability Update at 
www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate. 
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