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Online Tests Administered to Date 
 

As of February 27, 2013 the following 
number of online tests have been 
administered: 
 

  Started Reported 
 

Math 88,939 78,075 
 

Reading 137,270 121,470 
 

Science 35,573 34,179 
 

Social Sciences 2,588 2,348 
 

ELPA 24,580 20,730 
 

Writing 10,069 7,809 
 

Total 299,019 264,611 
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Important Dates for the Weeks Ahead 

JANUARY 17 – 

MARCH 1 
Class Size Collection 

FEBRUARY 20 – 

MAY 10 
Smarter Balanced Scientific Sample Pilot Testing 

MARCH 1 Class Size Collection Closing 

MARCH 4 District deadline to ship/postmark completed Paper-
Based Winter Writing Assessments. for scoring 

MARCH 6 District Test Coordinators’ Monthly WebEx (p. 5) 

MARCH 8 NAEP Test Window Closes (Select Schools) 

MARCH 11-22 Class Size Audit Window Open 

MARCH 27 Deadline to register for volunteer version of Smarter 
Balanced Pilot Test 
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Extended Assessments & Accommodations               www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments 
SARAH DRINKWATER – INTERIM ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, STUDENT LEARNING PARTNERSHIPS  

 

MEMORANDUM NO. 002-2012-13 – Extended Assessment: High School Retake Policy To: 

Superintendents and Special Education Directors 
Re: Extended Assessment: High School Retake Policy  

Under OAR 581-022-0615: Assessment of Essential 
Skills, students are required to demonstrate proficiency 
in the Essential Skills in order to receive a regular or 
modified diploma. As identified in Appendix K of the 
Test Administration Manual, students may use the 
Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) to 
demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skills; for 
students on an IEP seeking a modified diploma, this 
includes the OAKS Extended Assessment.  

New for 2012-13, ODE has adopted a policy allowing students whose IEP indicates the OAKS Extended Assessments to retest 
in their 12th grade year, if they did not meet the alternate achievement standard as 11th graders, for any of the subject 
areas tested by this assessment (i.e., Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Writing).  While retests are not mandatory, like 
those who participate in the OAKS statewide assessments, districts should have testing opportunities available for grade 12 
students with disabilities who wish to retake an OAKS Extended Assessment(s)--especially those needing to demonstrate 
proficiency for the Essential Skills graduation requirement.  

For additional information, please contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or (503) 947-5755. 
 
 

Oregon’s Alternate Assessment Transition   
In an effort to keep districts and schools up-to-date with the Oregon Department of Education’s alternate assessment 
transition efforts, additional information and resources have been posted to the Common Core State Standards—
Alternate Assessment website (http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3709) entitled NCSC Resources. As the 
description under this link states, the resources and documents on this page are designed to assist districts and schools 
to better understand this project--building an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards (AA-
AAS) for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities—the goal of which is to ensure these students achieve 
increasingly higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for post-secondary options. 
Also, a working version of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) PDF about the NCSC Summative Alternate Assessment is 
now posted. FAQs on NCSC AA curriculum, instruction, professional development, and communication initiatives will 
be finalized in the next weeks. You can share this information freely at this point, as you see fit, but be advised that 
NCSC will be revising the contents into audience specific materials moving forward. We will date these and update as 
our iterative development processes dictate. 
For additional information, contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us. 

 

Extended Assessment: Dates to Remember   
Per the 2012-13 Current Test Schedule PDF posted at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2691: 

 OAKS Extended Assessments are available for download after 2/14/13 in the Extended Assessment application on 
the district secure site: https://district.ode.state.or.us/home/ (see your district security administrator for access). 

 OAKS Extended Assessment test administration and data entry window opens 2/21/13 

 OAKS Extended Assessment test administration window closes 4/25/13 

 OAKS Extended Assessment data entry window closes 5/17/13 
If you have additional questions, please contact Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us. 

 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/admin/2012-13_appendix_k.pdf
mailto:Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3709
mailto:Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2691
https://district.ode.state.or.us/home/
mailto:Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us
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        Test Administration                                                       www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment 
          KATHLEEN VANDERWALL - MANAGER, TEST DESIGN & OPERATIONS

Spanish Computer-Based Read-Aloud 
for OAKS Online Math 
Beginning in 2011-12, the OAKS Online Math test has 
supported a Spanish computer-based read-aloud option 
for students taking the side-by-side English/Spanish 
Math test.  Please note that the Spanish computer-
based read-aloud provides a Spanish-only read-aloud 
and does not support a bilingual English/Spanish read-
aloud for students; however, due to a behind-the-
scenes programming issue, there are some items for 
which the Read-Aloud feature will read aloud in both 
Spanish and English.  To access the Spanish computer-
based read-aloud, districts must install an approved 
Spanish voice pack and assign Spanish as the student’s 
test language and designate the read-aloud functionality 
for the student in the OAKS Online Test Information 
Delivery Engine (TIDE).  At this time the Spanish 
Computer-Based Read-Aloud is not available for the 
science or social sciences assessments.  For more 
information, please refer to the TIDE User Guide.  

 
Shipping Deadline for Winter Paper-
Based Writing is March 4 
The winter paper-based Writing test window closed on 
Thursday, February 21, 2013. Districts must ensure that 
all unused test booklets, including blank overage 
booklets, are securely shredded and that all completed 
tests are shipped for scoring by Monday, March 4. 
When packaging completed tests for return shipping, 
districts must use the return mailing labels included in 
the Return Kit delivered to districts during the week of 
February 9. The Return Kit also included a return 
checklist and an overage certification form. Districts 
submitting non-precoded “overage” booklets for scoring 
must sign this form and include it with their shipment 
certifying that overage booklets were only used to test 
eligible Grade 11 and 12 students who had not 
previously taken and passed the High School Writing 
test. Districts should use the same boxes in which the 
test booklets originally arrived for use in returning 
completed Writing tests for scoring. Instructions for 
packaging completed tests for return shipment and 
scoring are included on pp. G-19 – G-20 of the Test 
Administration Manual and are also repeated in 
checklist format in the return checklist included in the 
return kit. Tests shipped after March 4 will be treated 
as invalid and will not be scored.     

Reminder: ELPA Font Study for K-1 
Students Is In Progress 

The new font study for the ELPA K-1 grade band 
debuted in January.  This font study is a result of 
requests from the field to explore a Denealian font (like 
Century Gothic in the chart below) for students in the 
earliest grades, to more closely match the print style 
that Kindergarten and 1st grade students experience in 
the classroom.   Working with the test vendor, American 
Institutes for Research (AIR), ODE chose the “Century 
Gothic” font for the font study.  AIR programmed the K-
1 ELPA to administer the font study every other week 
throughout the ELPA testing window.  Students are 
randomly selected based on the week that they first sign 
in and begin their tests.  Segment 1 of the ELPA consists 
of the listening, reading and writing domains.  During 
Segment 1 of the K-1 ELPA, students participating in the 
study will be administered a set of items in the current 
ELPA font, then a few items in the Century Gothic font, 
then the test reverts to the current font for final items 
for Segment 1.  Students not participating in the study 
will not see the Century Gothic font items.  The switch 
to and from the new font can be quite noticeable, as it is 
a subset of the Segment 1 items, but no additional TA 
approval is required.  As usual students will be able to 
review all Segment 1 items prior to submitting the 
segment.  Once Segment 1 is submitted, no changes can 
be made.  Segment 2, comprised of the speaking 
domain, begins with a separate TA approval.  Here are 
examples of the current font and the font that is being 
studied: 

Current font 12 pt: 
The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog. 
 

K-1 Font Study Century Gothic font 12 pt: 

The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy 

dog. 
The font study began when the ELPA window opened in 
January and will continue through April 30, 2013, when 
the ELPA window closes.  Once all batches of ELPAs are 
scored for 2012-13, the study results will be analyzed, 
and if a positive impact is found, it is anticipated that 
the K-1 font will be changed to Century Gothic beginning 
in 2013-14. 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/oaks_tide_userguide.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/tam
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/tam
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Oregon Schools Participating in Pilot Test of Next-Generation Assessments 
In the coming weeks, schools across Oregon will participate in the Pilot Test of the Smarter Balanced assessments in 
grades 3-11. The Pilot Test will allow Smarter Balanced to evaluate the performance of assessment items and the test 
delivery system under real-world conditions. This information will be used to develop additional items and 
performance tasks, conduct initial scaling, and refine the test engine over the next 18 months.  
 
Participation in the Pilot Test is voluntary. Schools will have access to support and resources, including a training test to 
become familiar with the format of the online assessment. Since the Pilot Test is designed to be a test of the items and 
performance tasks—not an opportunity to report on student learning—schools will not receive student scores and the 
test will not replace other statewide assessments. 
 
There are two important phases to the Pilot Test. Approximately 126 schools were recruited to participate in the 
scientific sample based on demographic characteristics. The scientific sample will ensure that the results from the Pilot 
Test accurately represent the student population across Smarter Balanced member states. Schools in the scientific 
sample will administer one content area (either mathematics or ELA/literacy) in up to two grades during a pre-
determined two-week window under secure conditions. 
 
Schools not selected as part of the scientific sample may still volunteer to participate through an online survey, to date 
128 schools have volunteered. Oregon schools can sign up to participate in the volunteer portion of the Pilot Test by 
completing the online survey before Wednesday, March 27, 2013: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot.  
 
The Smarter Balanced assessment system—with formative, interim, and summative components—is designed to 
provide better information and tools to improve teaching and learning. As a Smarter Balanced member state, Oregon 
plays a leading role in the development of next-generation assessments aligned to the Common Core State Standards. 
Educators from Oregon have participated in the development and review of assessment items, achievement level 
descriptors, and test specifications.  
 
For more information on the Pilot Test, visit: www.ode.state.or.us/go/smarter or 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/pilot-test/  

 

Smarter Balanced Pilot Assessments Administered as of 2/22/13: 

 

Number of 
tests 

started 

Number of 
tests 

completed 

Number of 
concurrent 

users on 
the system 

Number of 
states 

involved in 
testing. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/pilot-test/
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DTC Monthly WebEx Sessions 
District Test Coordinators and other school and district staff are invited to attend monthly WebEx 
sessions hosted by the Office of Assessment and Accountability. During these sessions, ODE will 
provide updates on current issues and respond to questions.  

To send a topic suggestion for discussion before the sessions, send that information to 
kathy.brazeau@state.or.us .  

All sessions will be held on Wednesdays from 9:00 - 10:00 am.  

 March 6, 2013  

 April 3, 2013  

 May 1, 2013 

To access the WebEx go to: https://oregoned.webex.com  on the date and time scheduled. The 
password for all of these meetings is: education.  Please enter your name and district when you log 
into the WebEx.  For example: Joe Doe (Blueberry SD). 

Note: These meetings are not recorded and notes will not be taken. All vital information will also be 

communicated via the Assessment and Accountability Update or the District Test Coordinator Listserv.  

 

Smarter Balanced Questions and Answers about the Pilot Test: 
 Will students’ Pilot Test scores be available to the public?  The Pilot Test is designed to be a test of the items, 

performance tasks, and testing system—not an opportunity to report on student learning. Therefore, schools 

participating in the Pilot Test will not receive student scores.  

 Is the list of schools participating in the Pilot Test public information?  To avoid distractions for students and 

schools, this information should not be shared publically. 

 

Accountability & Reporting 
        KEVIN HAMLER-DUPRAS - MANAGER, ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING 

Reminder: Class Size Collection Closes March 1 
Class size collection will be closing on Friday, March 1. The Audit window will be open from March 11 to March 22.  
 
If you have questions or need assistance, please contact your Regional ESD Data Collection Support partners. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Assessment & Accountability Update is a regular newsletter highlighting news, updates, and  
changes to the state’s assessment efforts. To subscribe go to 
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/ayprcupdates.  
 

You can also access this and past issues of the Assessment & Accountability Update at 
www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate. 

mailto:kathy.brazeau@state.or.us
https://oregoned.webex.com/
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/esdpartners1213.pdf
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/ayprcupdates
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate

