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For prompt and accurate responses to 

questions, contact your                          

 ESD Partners 

www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp 

 

Online Tests Administered to Date 
 

As of January 30, 2013 the following 
number of online tests have been 
administered: 
 

  Started Reported 

Math 40,708 38,554 

Reading 63,047 57,215 

Science 15,562 15,035 

Social 
Sciences 

1,174 1,108 

ELPA  5,917 4,323 

Writing 3,443 2,396 

Total 129,851 118,631 
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Important Dates for the Weeks Ahead 

JANUARY 17 – 

MARCH 1 
Class Size Collection 

JANUARY 31 
Public Release of Reports for 4-year and 5-year 
Cohort Graduation, NCES Dropouts and Essential 
Skills 

FEBRUARY 4 Last day for Staff Position Collection 

FEBRUARY 6  
@ 9 AM 

WebEx for District Test Coordinators and others, 
providing an informed update from ODE staff. 

FEBRUARY 7 
Student Enrollment Report for 2012-13 released 
to the public and Press Release 

BY FEBRUARY 8 
DTC Kits for OAKS Paper-based Winter Writing 
Assessment delivered to districts 

FEBRUARY 11-22 Collection Validation Window for Staff Position 

FEBRUARY 14 
Extended Assessment Test Materials available 
on district secure website 

FEBRUARY 21 Paper-based Winter Writing test window closes 

FEBRUARY 21 
Extended Assessment Testing and Data Entry 
Windows open 
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Extended Assessments & Accommodations               www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments 
SARAH DRINKWATER – DIRECTOR SPECIAL EDUCATION MONITORING, SYSTEMS & OUTCOMES  

 

MEMORANDUM NO. 002-2012-13 – Extended Assessment: High School Retake Policy  

To: Superintendents and Special Education Directors 
Re: Extended Assessment: High School Retake Policy  

Under OAR 581-022-0615: Assessment of Essential Skills, students are 
required to demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skills in order to 
receive a regular or modified diploma. As identified in Appendix K of the 
Test Administration Manual, students may use the Oregon Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) to demonstrate proficiency in the Essential 
Skills; for students on an IEP seeking a modified diploma, this includes the 
OAKS Extended Assessment.  

New for 2012-13, ODE has adopted a policy allowing students whose IEP 
indicates the OAKS Extended Assessments to retest in their 12th grade year, if they did not meet the alternate achievement 
standard as 11th graders, for any of the subject areas tested by this assessment (i.e., Reading, Mathematics, Science, and 
Writing).  While retests are not mandatory, like those who participate in the OAKS statewide assessments, districts should 
have testing opportunities available for grade 12 students with disabilities who wish to retake an OAKS Extended 
Assessment(s)--especially those needing to demonstrate proficiency for the Essential Skills graduation requirement.  

For additional information please contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or (503) 947-5755. 
 

Extended Assessments: Test Administrators   
Qualified Assessors (QA) and Qualified Trainers (QT) of the Extended Assessments, please note that if you were a QT or a QA 
last year, your district is relying on you to maintain district capacity to administer the Extended Assessments to any/all 
students identified by their IEP teams to participate in them. If you are unable to fill that role this year, please alert your 
SPED Director so that s/he can make the appropriate decisions based on ODE projections.  

Those who were Qualified Assessors or Qualified Trainers last year are required to log onto the Oregon Extended Assessment 
Training and Proficiency website (http://or.k12test.com), after October 15th, review the “Updates…”, and pass the Refresher 
Proficiency. In addition, all are required to receive training annually from either the DTC or STC on the test administration 
policies and procedures included in Oregon’s current Test Administration Manual (posted at 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=486). Those who were Qualified Assessors last year who wish to become 
Qualified Trainers and have been identified by their districts to do so this year, can find this “Notice” and additional 
information under the “Training” icon of Oregon Department of Education’s Extended Assessment website at 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=178. 

For additional Extended Assessment information please contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or (503) 
947-5755.  
 

Oregon’s Alternate Assessment Transition   
In an effort to keep districts and schools up-to-date with the Oregon Department of Education’s alternate assessment 
transition efforts, additional information and resources have been posted to the Common Core State Standards—
Alternate Assessment website (http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3709) entitled NCSC Resources. As the 
description under this link states, the resources and documents on this page are designed to assist districts and schools 
to better understand this project—building an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards (AA-
AAS) for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities—the goal of which is to ensure these students achieve 
increasingly higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for post-secondary options. 

For additional information please contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or (503) 947-5755. 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/admin/2012-13_appendix_k.pdf
mailto:Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us
http://or.k12test.com/
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=486
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=178
mailto:Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3709
mailto:Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us
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ELPA Domain Exemption Reminder   

As published previously,  during the final quality control reviews of the ELPA test delivery system, ODE’s test vendor, 
American Institutes for Research (AIR), found that the new ELPA restricted resource that allows districts to exempt 
specified ELPA domains for students on IEPs is not functioning as expected. AIR anticipates that this restricted resource 
will be available for student testing by February 11, 2013. Until AIR resolves the issue with this restricted resource, 
districts must refrain from testing students needing a domain exemption. Therefore, the ELPA testing window is 
delayed for any eligible student that will be exempted from any ELPA domain (that is, listening, reading, writing, and/or 
speaking).  All other students may begin testing as of January 9.  
Districts may continue to assign this restricted resource to students in TIDE in preparation for test administration after 
February 11. To avoid accidentally testing students needing domain exemption during the interim, ODE recommends 
that districts temporarily restrict these students from accessing the ELPA. Instructions for restricting student access are 
located on p. 27 of the TIDE User Guide.  
Please contact your regional ESD partner with any questions. 
 

Winter Paper Writing Return Kits Arrive in Districts February 8  

Districts who ordered paper-based Writing tests for the winter Writing test window will receive a return kit on Friday, 
February 8, 2013. This return kit includes return mailing labels, a return checklist, and an overage certification form. 
Districts submitting non-precoded “overage” booklets for scoring must sign this form and include it with their shipment 
certifying that overage booklets were only used to test eligible Grade 11 and 12 students who had not previously taken 
and passed the High School Writing test. Districts should use the same boxes in which the test booklets originally 
arrived for use in returning completed Writing tests for scoring. Instructions for packaging completed tests for return 
shipment and scoring are included on p. G-19 of the Test Administration Manual and are also repeated in checklist 
format in the return checklist included in the return kit.  
 

Reminder: Approving Student Settings 

It is important that test administrators review the name, SSID, grade, test subject and opportunity number, and test 
settings for each student waiting to begin testing and confirm that all information is correct before approving students 
to test in the OAKS Online System. This is done through the session monitoring screen of the TA Interface, which 
identifies every student who logs in to a testing session. Reviewing the list of students and verifying that all student 
information is correct prior to approving students to test helps TAs to more effectively prevent test improprieties such 
as: 

 Approving students to test under the wrong SSID (example: a student is given the SSID card of another student with 

a similar name) 

 Approving students to test in the wrong format (example: the student is assigned to take the Extended Assessment 

or to take a side-by-side Spanish test) 

 Approving ineligible students to retest (example: the student is in grade 3 – 8, has a passing score, and the district 

has not received permission from the student’s parent to retest) 

For instructions on how to review student test settings in the TA Interface, please refer to p. 17 of the OAKS Online TA 
User Guide or ask your Regional ESD Partner for help. 
 

English Learners Alliance Conference 
COSA and the Oregon Department of Education are sponsoring a State English Learners Alliance Conference, March 14-
15, 2013 at the Eugene Hilton.  This conference will focus on “best practices” for all English learners.  Click here to 
register.   

Test Administration and Test Design                       www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment 

KATHLEEN VANDERWALL - MANAGER, TEST DESIGN & OPERATIONS 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/oaks_tide_userguide.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/esdpartners1213.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/tam
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/oaks_ta_user-guide.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/oaks_ta_user-guide.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/esdpartners1213.pdf
https://netforum.avectra.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=COSA&WebCode=EventDetail&evt_key=a2d8fcb0-5aeb-4791-918e-23e0c30b066b
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment
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Smarter Balanced Pilot Test  
Smarter Balanced has launched a new Pilot Test page on 
the Smarter Balanced website. This website is a useful 
resource for anyone interested in information about the 
Pilot Test. It contains background information about how 
Pilot Test items were developed, the Pilot Test sample 
design, school participation information, and links to test 
administration manuals and FAQs. The Pilot Test page is 
located at: http://www.smarterbalanced.org/pilot-test/.  
 

Districts and schools will have until March 27, 2013 to 
sign up for the volunteer version of the Smarter 
Balanced Pilot Test. ODE encourages districts to 
participate in the volunteer version of the Smarter 
Balanced Pilot test, in order for students to become 
familiar with the new assessments. To sign up to 
participate, please complete the survey at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot
.  
 

Smarter Balanced has released training tests (each grade 
level and subject area) to assist students with becoming 
familiar with the new item types that are present on the 
Smarter Balanced Pilot Test. Students can also practice 
with the three different online calculators (Basic, 
Scientific, and Graphing) that are available on the pilot 
test. The training test and online calculators can only be 
accessed on Mozilla Firefox, at 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Training_Test/student.html.  
 

Smarter Balanced Pilot Test (Scientific Sample) Replacement Schools   
In mid-December 2012, ODE received the initial list of schools from Oregon that were randomly selected to participate in 
the scientific sample of the Smarter Balanced Pilot Test. Data Recognition Corporation (DRC) has been recruiting schools 
since that time. As anticipated, some of the schools have declined participation, and so Smarter Balanced is required to 
replace these schools with comparable ones in order to meet the requirements of the sample plan. Smarter Balanced is 
still in the process of randomly selecting schools to participate in the Smarter Balanced Pilot Test (Scientific Sample) and 
ODE receives an updated list each two weeks of schools that have been picked as replacement schools.   
 
ODE will contact district test coordinators from each of the districts that had schools selected as replacements for the 
scientific sample of the Pilot test via email. Districts that receive an email from ODE in regard to being selected to 
participate in the scientific sample of the pilot test need to contact DRC (by phone at 1-800-847-3193 or by email at 
SmarterBalancedRecruitment@DataRecognitionCorp.com) after January 28, 2013 to let them know whether the school 
is willing to participate.  

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/pilot-test/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Training_Test/student.html
mailto:SmarterBalancedRecruitment@DataRecognitionCorp.com
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Smarter Balanced Pilot Test (Scientific Sample) Update  
The Scientific Sample Pilot testing will take place between February 20 and May 10, 2013.  Tests at different grade 
levels and content areas will be available during different specific testing windows within this broader window and 
this will determine when each school will administer the pilot.  Each school will be assigned a specific testing window.  

 
 Grades 3—11 will be assessed in the content areas of English language arts/literacy and mathematics. Schools 

will be assigned one or two grades to administer either an ELA or mathematics assessment in each designated 
grade.  
 

 The assessment is computer based and will feature the new selected-response and performance task item types. 
The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium’s website is an excellent resource to learn more about the item 
types and content specifications: www.smarterbalanced.org.   Most testing times will range anywhere from 2 to 
approximately 3.5 hours depending on the school’s assigned condition. 

 

Several training opportunities will be provided to assist schools and districts in preparing for the pilot, 
including a high-level informational training on the assessment that will be presented on several occasions 
before and during the testing window. Additionally, five self-paced online training modules will provide 
more granular information on the pilot (Note: When available, all training materials will be posted to the 
Smarter Balanced portal http://sbac.portal.airast.org/.) 

 

 Training test so that students, teachers, coordinators, and administrators will have an opportunity to view the 
item types presented on the pilot forms and interact with the online test delivery system, becoming familiar with 
its look, feel, and functions. http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Training_Test/student.html 
 

 Accommodations guidance for the Pilot Test have now been released: 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Pilot_Test/resources.html?pilot#additional. 

 

 The Pilot Test Administrator Manual and Test Coordinator Manual 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Pilot_Test/resources/Smarter%20Balanced-19_TAM_final.pdf 

 

Although the pilot test is not mandatory, ODE strongly encourages schools to take advantage of this 
exciting opportunity.  Participating in the pilot test will offer districts and schools the chance to interact 
in the most authentic way with the online testing system and with new, innovative item types that will be 
part of future Smarter Balanced assessments. 

 
Should you have additional questions about participating in the Scientific Sample Pilot Test, please contact DRC: 
Phone: 800-847-3193 
E-mail: SmarterBalancedRecruitment@DataRecognitionCorp.com 
 
Should you have additional questions about the Smarter Balanced Pilot Test in general please contact the AIR Help 
Desk: 
Phone: 866-815-7246 
E-mail:  smarterbalancedpilot@air.org 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Training_Test/student.html
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Training_Test/student.html
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Pilot_Test/resources.html?pilot#additional
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Pilot_Test/resources.html?pilot#additional
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Pilot_Test/resources/Smarter%20Balanced-19_TAM_final.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Pilot_Test/resources/Smarter%20Balanced-19_TAM_final.pdf
mailto:SmarterBalancedRecruitment@DataRecognitionCorp.com
mailto:smarterbalancedpilot@air.org
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Accountability & Reporting 
        KEVIN HAMLER-DUPRAS - MANAGER, ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING 

 

 

2011-12 Graduation and Dropout Reports Published 
The 2011-12 Cohort Graduation and Dropout Reports were published the morning of January 31.  You can find the 
reports at: 

 Cohort Graduation Rate: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2644  

 Dropout Rate: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1.   
 

 

Reminder: Staff Position Deadline February 4 
The last day to submit your 2012-13 Staff Position Report is Monday, February 4, 2013.  The collection will reopen for 
Audit Review from February 11 to February 22.   
 
If you have questions, please contact your Regional Collections Support Partners.   
 

Reminder: Class Size 2012-13 Closes March 1 

The 2012-13 Class Size Collection opens January 17, 2013. It will close on March 1, 2013. The 2012-13 Manual has 
been updated and posted to the Schedule of Due Dates page.  If you missed the video training, a recording of it has 
been posted on the Video Training site.   
 
If you have questions or need assistance, please contact your Regional Collections Support Partner.  
 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2644
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1
https://district.ode.state.or.us/apps/info/DataCllctnDetail.aspx?id=171&Collection_ID=782
https://district.ode.state.or.us/wma/groups/dcc/2011-12/audits-and-reviews_final.doc
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/esdpartners1213.pdf
https://district.ode.state.or.us/apps/info/docs/Class_Size_Instructions_2012-2013.pdf
https://district.ode.state.or.us/apps/info/DataCllctnDetail.aspx?id=170&Collection_ID=784
https://district.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=226
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/esdpartners1213.pdf
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DTC Monthly WebEx Sessions 
District Test Coordinators and other school and district staff are invited to attend monthly WebEx 
sessions hosted by the Office of Assessment and Accountability. During these sessions, ODE will 
provide updates on current issues and respond to questions.  

To send a topic suggestion for discussion before the sessions, send that information to 
kathy.brazeau@state.or.us .  

All sessions will be held on Wednesdays from 9:00 - 10:00 am.  

 February 6, 2013  

 March 6, 2013  

 April 3, 2013  

 May 1, 2013 

To access the WebEx go to: https://oregoned.webex.com  on the date and time scheduled. The 
password for all of these meetings is: education.  Please enter your name and district when you log 
into the WebEx.  For example: Joe Doe (Blueberry SD). 

Note: These meetings are not recorded and notes will not be taken. All vital information will also be 

communicated via the Assessment and Accountability Update or the District Test Coordinator Listserv.  
 

Final Reports for Cohort Graduation, NCES Dropouts and Essential Skills 

 
The final Cohort Graduation Reports, NCES Dropout Reports and Essential Skills are being posted January 31 at 12:01 
am. 
 
If you have further questions or would like the final student level data, please contact your Regional ESD Support 
Partner 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Assessment & Accountability Update is a regular newsletter highlighting news, 
updates, and  
changes to the state’s assessment efforts. To subscribe go to 
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/ayprcupdates.  
 
You can also access this and past issues of the Assessment & 
Accountability Update at 
www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate. 

mailto:kathy.brazeau@state.or.us
https://oregoned.webex.com/
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/ayprcupdates
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/esdpartners1213.pdf

