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For prompt and accurate 
responses to questions 

contact your 

ESD Partners 

www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp 

Weekly Count of 
Administered TESTS  

As of January 21, 2014 

 STARTED REPORTED 

MATH 43,182 39,825 

READING 47,996 42,989 

SCIENCE 14,082 13,583 

SOCIAL 
SCIENCES 1,008 947 

WRITING 2,263 885 

ELPA 1,958 1,169 

TOTAL 110,489 99,398 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE WEEKS AND MONTHS AHEAD 
 

NOVEMBER 5 –  

MAY 22 
OAKS Online Test Window Open for Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Social 
Sciences (including Spanish and Braille) 

DECEMBER 19 – 

FEBRUARY 3 
Collection Window for: Staff Position 2013-2014 

JANUARY 23-31 Audit Review Window for: Second Period Cumulative ADM 2013-2014 

JANUARY 24 
Deadline for changes to First Period Cumulative ADM to be included in the Fall 
Membership Report 

JANUARY 25 – 

MARCH 15 
OAKS Paper-based Writing Spring Order Window 

JANUARY 27 – 

MARCH 7 
NAEP Test Window for selected schools 

JANUARY 27 FINAL Fall Membership Extract pulled from First Period Cumulative ADM 

JANUARY 28 
Final Fall Membership preview available to districts on ADI at 1 PM.  No changes 
made to 1

st
 period after January 24 will be reflected in the report.   

FEBRUARY 3 Collection Window closes for: Staff Position Collection 2013-2014, 11:59  PM 

FEBRUARY 6 2012-2013 Dropout and Cohort Graduation Rate reports released to the public 

FEBRUARY 6 2012-2013 Essential Skills report released to the public 

FEBRUARY 10  Winter Paper Writing DTC Return Kits delivered to districts 

FEBRUARY 11 FINAL  Fall Membership Press Release 

FEBRUARY 13 Extended Assessment Test Materials available for download on district secure site 

FEBRUARY 13-21 Collection Validation Window for: Staff Position 2013-2014 

FEBRUARY 20 OAKS Paper-based Writing Winter Test Window closes 

FEBRUARY 20 – 

APRIL 24 
Extended Assessment Test Window for Reading, Mathematics, Science, and 
Writing 

FEBRUARY 20 – 

MAY 9 
Extended Assessment Data Entry Window for Reading, Mathematics, Science, and 
Writing 

MARCH 4 Deadline for Shipping Winter Paper Writing Tests for scoring 

MARCH 14* ELPA Batch 1 Data Delivery to Districts (*dependent upon calibrations) 

MARCH 15 Spring Paper Writing Order Window closes 

MARCH 21 Winter Online Writing Test Window closes 

MARCH 24 – 28 
OAKS Online Test Delivery System and Online Reporting offline for scheduled 
maintenance 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
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        Test Administration                                                                  www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment 
                  KATHLEEN VANDERWALL - MANAGER, TEST DESIGN & OPERATION

Updates to Online Test Administrator User Guide, Online Reporting System 
User Guide, and TIDE User Guide 

The following clarifying updates have been made to the OAKS System User Guides: 

 Online Test Administrator User Guide. A statement has been added to page 40 warning users that if they 
log into a Practice Test as a Guest User on an iPad with iOS 7, they will not be able to select a grade from 
the drop-down menu. Therefore, students who want to take a Practice Test on an iPad with iOS 7 should 
log into the Practice Test using their first name and SSID. Students who must log in as a Guest should take 
the Practice Test on a different platform.  

 TIDE User Guide. Additional information about creating Chromebook accounts has been added to page 28 
clarifying that if a student moves into a school for which Chromebook accounts have been enabled, a 
Chromebook account will automatically be created for that student. A statement was added to page 32 
warnings users that TIDE does not maintain a record of which students have secure Chromebook accounts. 
Users are advised that if they cannot remember if a secure Chromebook account was created for a student, 
they should either create the account again (which will not change the account if it already exists) or call the 
OAKS Help Desk for verification. 

 Online Reporting User Guide. A statement was added to page 9 explaining that if a student has a resident 
district that is different from the student’s attending district, both the attending district and the resident 
district can create rosters in the Online Reporting System that include the student. The attending district will 
only be able to access an attending student’s results if the student is added to a roster in the Online 
Reporting System and the user navigates through the Online Reporting System by clicking on the roster. 

All updated User Guides are posted in the Resources section of the OAKS Portal and on the Oregon Department of 
Education web site (http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=391). 

2013-14 OAKS Math and Science Rescores 

Over the winter break, American Institutes for Research (AIR) discovered that a few of the machine-scored 
graphic response (Grid) items from the current year’s assessment (2013-14) were not scoring correctly.  No 
tests from prior years were impacted by this rescore. As soon as ODE was made aware of the situation, ODE 
authorized AIR to begin rescoring approximately 4,800 math tests and 
519 science tests.  With the rescore, student test scores either remained 
the same or increased.  Consistent with ODE policy, no student test 
scores went down.  In mathematics, 283 scores improved to the Meets 
performance level and 33 science scores increased to the Meets level.  
 
To streamline communications, ODE was waiting for AIR to complete all 
rescores before contacting impacted districts. At this time, all of the 
impacted tests have been rescored and new scores have been uploaded 
into the OAKS Online Reporting System, student-centered-staging, and 
the data warehouse. The regional ESD partners have received a list of 
impacted tests and will work proactively to contact districts where 
student scores were affected. 
 
The Department of Education sincerely apologizes for this error and any resulting inconvenience. 
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Reminder: Spring Paper-Based Writing Order Window Opens January 25 

The order window for the spring paper-based Writing test opens this Saturday, January 25, 2014. Districts will have 
from January 25 through March 15, 2014 to complete their spring test orders for 11th and 12th grade students who 
did not test during the winter writing window and who have not already met or exceeded the achievement standard 
during a previous administration. The TIDE User Guide includes detailed instructions on the order process, and your 
regional ESD partner is also available to assist. 
 
 

DTC Informal WebEx Wednesday, February 12, 2014 

You are invited to join ODE staff and DTCs from around the state one Wednesday morning a month for an hour of 
questions and answers on upcoming changes and current hot topics. The monthly WebEx meetings provide an 
open forum for questions and dialogue around the issues of assessment and accountability/ reporting.  
 

Following is the log-in information including the meeting password: 

 

Mark your calendars for the upcoming WebEx dates:  

• February 12, 9:30-10:30am  
• March 12, 9:30-10:30am 
• April 9, 9:30-10:30am 
• May 14, 9:30-10:30am 

Reminder:  These meetings are not recorded and notes will not be taken. All vital information will also be 
communicated via the Assessment and Accountability Update or the District Test Coordinator email listserv. 

 

 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------  

Meeting information  
-------------------------------------------------------  

Topic: DTC Informal WebEx  

Date: February 12, 2014  
Time: 9:30 am, Pacific Standard Time (San Francisco, GMT-08:00)  

Meeting Number: 921 511 160  

Meeting Password: information  
-------------------------------------------------------  

To start or join the online meeting  
-------------------------------------------------------  

Go to: https://oregoned.webex.com/  
-------------------------------------------------------  

Audio conference information  
-------------------------------------------------------  

Call-in toll-free number (US/Canada): 1-877-668-4493  

Call-in toll number (US/Canada): 1-650-479-3208  
Toll-free dialing restrictions: http://www.webex.com/pdf/tollfree_restrictions.pdf  
 

Access code: 921 511 160 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
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Reminder: ELPA Field Test Items 

As part of ODE’s process for continuous improvement of the ELPA, new items and item types are being field 
tested during the 2013-14 test window.  The field test items are mixed with operational items during both the 
core and speaking segments of the ELPA.  This assignment of field test items to students is a randomized process, 
and students will see various item types.  For 2013-14, most students will see an average of three field test items 
during the core segment (listening, reading, and writing) of the ELPA, and usually one field test item during the 
speaking segment.   To ensure that students are prepared and familiar with all the item types they might 
encounter on the ELPA, whether operational or field test items, best practices include providing all students with 
a practice session of the ELPA prior to the operational assessment so that they can experience the various item 
types and listen to the tutorial on the items. 

ELPA Allowable Resources & Restricted Resources Reminders 

The 2013-14 English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) test window opened on Wednesday, January 8.  The list 
below outlines the allowable resources for use during ELPA administration. This list and additional information can 

be found on pages H-3 and H-4 of Appendix H of the Test Administration Manual.  

ALLOWABLE RESOURCES DURING ADMINISTRATION OF THE ELPA 

 New for 2013-14: Enlarged print size (previously listed as an accommodation) 
- Print size refers to the font size that displays on the screen; the selected print size also applies to printed reading 

passages or test items for students with the print-on-request restricted resource.  

- The default print size is 14 pt for Grades K-3 and 12 pt for grades 4-high school. Districts may assign enlarged 
print size for individual students up to 3x magnification, either through TIDE or through the TA Approval screen. 
Students may also manually adjust the print size for individual items from the Student Interface. 

 Blank scratch paper (Must be securely shredded immediately following each testing event) or individual 
erasable whiteboards 

 ELPA Scoring Rubrics for hand-scored items 
- Only the Official ELPA Scoring Rubrics for Short Speaking Response, Speaking Extended Response, and Writing 

Extended Response found online at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=2346 are allowed during the 
ELPA. They should be made available to students at any grade in printed form, if requested. 

 Printed reading passages 
- Consistent with the prohibition of student coaching and leading students through instructional strategies, 

students must initiate the request to print reading passages from the online test. Test Administrators (TAs) may 
not prompt students to print reading passages. 

- All printed reading passages must be collected and securely shredded immediately following each testing event. 
Students may not keep printed reading passages for use during future testing events. 

  Highlighter, marker, pen, and pencil 

 Auditory amplification devices, hearing aids, noise buffers   

 Transparent sheets (clear or tinted) to protect test materials or to improve focus 

 Masks/markers to limit distractions   

 Headset 

 ODE-provided ELPA keyboard navigation symbols 
- Only the ODE-provided ELPA keyboard navigation symbols found online at 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=2346 are allowed during the ELPA. They should be made available to 
students at any grade in printed form, if requested. 
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The list below outlines the restricted resources for use during ELPA administration. This list and additional 
information can be found on page H-4 of Appendix H of the Test Administration Manual. 

RESTRICTED RESOURCES DURING ADMINISTRATION OF THE  
ELPA 

 Exclusion of ELPA domain (reading, writing, listening, speaking) 

- Exclusion of an ELPA domain may only be set for qualifying individual students and will require the district to 
mark this as a restricted resource for that student in the OAKS Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) prior 
to test administration. 

- See p. H-6 for guidance on determining which students may benefit from this restricted resource. 

 
Restricted resources are any computer-based application, tool, functionality, or a non-electronic resource 
approved by the Accommodations Panel that does not interfere with the measured construct, but has restricted 
availability and requires district documentation of individual student need prior to its use. 
 

Please note: Students whose IEPs required exemption of both the Reading and Listening domains (students taking 
either Speaking only or Speaking and Writing) will need to contact their ESD Helpdesk Partners for assistance in 
programming those particular exemptions. 
 
 

Accountability Reporting 
        DOUG KOSTY, ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING 

 

Final Graduation and Dropout Rates Available for Preview  

When ODE sent out the winter/spring data release calendar a few weeks ago, we did not have a set timeline for the 
release of the Kindergarten Assessment results.  We would like to publicly distribute the Kindergarten Assessment 
results later this month, and will be shifting the release dates for the Graduation/Dropout and Fall Enrollment reports 
slightly in order to accommodate this additional data release. 

 

 The Kindergarten Assessment Results will be released publicly on Friday, January 31.   

 The Graduation/Dropout and Essential Skills Release, originally scheduled for January 30, will now be 
released on Thursday, February 6. 

 The Fall Membership Release, originally scheduled for February 6, will now be released on Tuesday,  
February 11. 

Fall Membership Validation Continues through January 24, 2014  

Fall Membership Validation period will continue through Friday, January 24 at 11:59 PM with periodic refreshes 
on the Achievement Data Insight (ADI) application listed below. 

The Fall Membership report is based on an extract from First Period Cumulative ADM 13-14. Remember that only 
students reported as enrolled on October 1, 2013 will be included in the Fall Membership report. A student’s ADM 
End Date should always be the weekday following their last enrolled day, so students must have an ADM End Date 
of October 2, 2013 in order to be included in the Fall Membership report.  
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Fall Membership Validation Period continues 
through – February 6, 2014 

 

 
Jan 24, 2014 Last day for changes to First Period Cumulative ADM to be included in the Fall Membership Report 

Jan 27, 2014 Final Fall Membership Extract pulled from First Period Cumulative ADM.   

Jan 28, 2014 
Final preview available to districts on ADI at 1 PM. No changes made to 1

st
 period after January 

24 will be reflected in the report.   

Feb 11, 2014 Final Fall Membership Press Release 

 

 The ADI application can be accessed at 

https://district.ode.state.or.us/apps/AchvmntDataInsight/Default.aspx 

 ADI training is posted at  https://district.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=226 

 Note that permissions to ADI validations are granted individually.  Contact your District Security 

Administrator if you do not see the Fall Membership Validation when you log into ADI. 
 

See http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=3225 for documentation (including the 13-14 Fall Membership 
Manual) and historical Fall Membership Reports. 

 
 

Extended Assessments and Accommodations               www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments 
          SARAH DRINKWATER – ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, STUDENT SERVICES 

 

 

Sign Language Interpreter Training 

In February 2013, ODE approved the use of the Sign Language Interpretation Accommodation for the 
applicable OAKS, OAKS Extended Assessment, and Kindergarten Assessment. Specifically, for sign language 
interpreters who  plan to provide this support for students taking the Extended Assessments this year, in 
addition to the qualifications to serve in this capacity (cf. 2013-14 Accommodations Manual, Appendix C), 
please plan to attend a Qualified Assessor training provided by a 2013-14 Qualified Trainer. Contact your 
district and/or ESD for names of Qualified Trainers and when they plan to provide Qualified Assessor 
training. 

For additional information please contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or 503.947.5755. 
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Smarter Balanced Assessment, ELPA21, and Next Generation Science Standards 
         DEREK BROWN – DIRECTOR, ASSESSMENT

Technology Strategy Framework and Testing Device Requirements 

DRAFT Technology Strategy Framework and Testing Device Requirements Released for Smarter Balanced (UPDATED). 

Updated versions of two documents that will assist districts when planning their technology use for the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment are now available.  Please note these documents are drafts that may change upon consortium 
member states’ review. 
 

 Smarter Balanced Technology Strategy Framework and Testing Device Requirements: provides detailed 
information about device and operating system requirements to administer the test.  This document includes 
an appendix which lists the changes in this edition. 

 Executive Summary: provides a high level overview of the device and operating system requirements. 
 
New versions of both documents can be found at:  http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-
assessments/technology/.  When all changes are completed, updated versions will replace the versions currently 
posted on the Smarter Balanced website. 
 

*ODE will also post the two documents on the following website: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3298.  

Smarter Balanced Field Test - Secure Browser  

The Field Test Secure Browser must be downloaded on each computer for the Field Test. This browser can be 
installed individually or deployed to all computers through a network.  The secure browser download is required for 
all schools participating in the Field Test.  The secure browser ensures a secure environment while students are 
testing by preventing access to other online applications and ensuring that test items cannot be copied. 

Important! Schools that have downloaded other versions of AIR’s secure browser (including those for current 
statewide testing (OAKS) or for the Smarter Balanced Pilot Test) must still download the Field Test browser.  Other 
versions of the browser will not work for the Field Test; however, schools do not need to uninstall other secure 
browsers—they can have more than one installed at the same time.   
The Secure Browser is now available for download from the portal at http://sbac.portal.airast.org/browsers/.   

Testing on tablets—New Application for Secure Browser 

Schools that test using iPad® or Android® tablets will need to download an application (app) rather than the secure 
browser. This link to the installation stores (the Apple® App Store and the Google® Play Store) will be available from 
the secure browser page of the Smarter Balanced Field Test Portal at http://sbac.portal.airast.org/browsers/.   

Schools that have already downloaded previous versions of these apps simply need to update their existing app.  
Documentation: Along with the secure browser, the Field Test Technical Specifications Manual and Secure Browser 
for Tablets User Guide are also now available.  These materials can be found at http://sbac.portal.org/browsers/.   

If you have any questions regarding the changes to the secure browser, please contact ETS at 1-855-833-1969 or 
smarterbalancedhelpdesk@ets.org. 
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Smarter Accessibility Crosswalk Now Available  

On September 11, 2013, the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (Smarter) published the Smarter Usability, 
Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines which describes the accessibility features that will be available to 
students taking the Smarter field test this spring as well as the operational Smarter assessments starting in 2014-15. 
In preparation for administering the Smarter field test, ODE strongly encourages districts to closely review the 
Smarter Guidelines. 
  

To help districts in their review and implementation of the Smarter Guidelines, this week Smarter released a 
Frequently Asked Questions document about the Guidelines. In addition, ODE has prepared a crosswalk comparing 
those accessibility features currently available to students for the OAKS Math, Reading, and Writing assessments with 
the accessibility features available for the Smarter field tests in Mathematics and English Language Arts/Literacy 
(which includes Reading, Writing, and Listening). Both the new FAQ and the Crosswalk, as well as the Smarter 
Guidelines and the Oregon Accommodations Manual, are available from ODE’s Accommodations webpage at 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=487.  
 
When reviewing the Crosswalk, districts should take special note of the following: 
 

 The crosswalk consists of four tabs: a comprehensive tab 
that shows all accessibility features available for OAKS or 
Smarter, a math breakout tab, an ELA breakout tab, and a 
definitions tab. The comprehensive, math, and ELA tabs 
contain color-coded comparisons of OAKS and Smarter 
accessibility features. Green notes accessibility features 
available for Smarter that are not available for OAKS; yellow 
notes features available for both OAKS and Smarter, but 
that have either stricter eligibility criteria or more 
restrictive application for Smarter; and red notes features 
available for OAKS but not for Smarter. The definitions tab 
of the Crosswalk provides a comparison of Oregon’s and Smarter’s categories and definitions. 
 

 The terminology adopted by Smarter differs from that currently used by Oregon. Whereas OAKS accessibility 
features are generally categorized as allowable resources, restricted resources, or accommodations, 
Smarter’s accessibility features are categorized as universal tools, designated supports, or accommodations. 
In addition, Smarter’s definition of an accommodation differs from Oregon’s definition.  
 

 For Mathematics, many accessibility features currently available for OAKS as allowable resources are 
either not available for Smarter or are available with stricter eligibility criteria or under more 
restrictive circumstances.  
 

 For English Language Arts/Literacy, some accessibility features currently available for OAKS Writing as 
allowable resources are not available for Smarter. In addition, no translated option is available for Smarter 
English Language Arts/Literacy. Districts should also note that for the Reading portion of the Smarter English 
Language Arts/Literacy assessment, Smarter will support text-to-speech or human-provided read-aloud for 
some Reading content under prescribed circumstances.  
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Smarter Balanced Field Test – Critical Documents and Release Dates 

Smarter Balanced Field Test Important Dates 

TIDE Registration Window From January 14 to February 28, 2014 

Training Modules Available (except TIDE Training Module) January 28, 2014 

Test Administrator Manual Available January 29, 2014 

Test Coordinator Manual Available January 29, 2014 

Field Test Administration Window March 18-June 6, 2014 

Hopefully this list will help you in preparation for the field test. 

 

Smarter Balanced Training Modules 

Smarter Balanced is developing training modules to support Field Test administration.  Most modules will be released 
and available for use by January 28, 2014.  States are encouraged to promote awareness of these modules with the 
appropriate audience(s). The training modules include: 

*What is a Field Test? 

*What is a CAT (Computer Adaptive Test)? 

*Let’s Talk Tools  

*Technology Requirements for Online Testing 

*Performance Tasks 

*TIDE User Roles 

*Test Administrator Interface 

*Student Interface 

*Test Administrator Training 

*Accessibility and Accommodations 

All Smarter Balanced Field Test modules will be posted to the Field Test portal 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/browsers/ beginning January 28, 2014.  Please encourage your schools, districts, 
teachers and students to use them when preparing for the upcoming Field Test. 
 

 

 

 The Assessment & Accountability Update is a regular newsletter highlighting 
news, updates, and changes to the state’s assessment efforts.  
 

To subscribe go to http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/ayprcupdates. 
 

You can also access this and past issues of the Assessment & Accountability Update at 
www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate. 
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