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For prompt and accurate  
responses to questions 

contact your 

ESD Partners 

www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp 

TEST COUNTS this week. 
As of December 20, 2013, the following 

number of online tests has been 
administered: 

 STARTED REPORTED 

MATH 31,391 29,236 

READING 34,560 32,472 

SCIENCE 11,272 10,874 

SOCIAL 

SCIENCES 
729 689 

TOTAL 77,952 73,271 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE WEEKS AND MONTHS AHEAD 

 

NOVEMBER 5 –  

MAY 22 
OAKS Online Test Window Open for Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Social 
Sciences (including Spanish and Braille) 

DECEMBER 12 – 

JANUARY 13 
Collection Window for: Second Period Cumulative ADM 2013-2014 

DECEMBER 19 – 

FEBRUARY 3 
Collection Window for: Staff Position 2013-2014 

JANUARY 6 Second Fall Membership Extract pulled from First Period Cumulative ADM 

JANUARY 7 
Second Fall Membership preview available to districts on ADI at 1 PM. Preview will 
reflect changes made by January 3 at 5 PM (PT). 

JANUARY 7 DTCs should receive paper Winter Writing assessments 

JANUARY 8 – 

FEBRUARY 20 
OAKS Paper-Based Writing Winter Testing Window 

JANUARY 8 – 

MARCH 21 
OAKS Online Writing Winter Testing Window 

JANUARY 8 –  
APRIL 15 

English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) Testing Window 

JANUARY 10 
Preview of Final 2012-2013 Dropout and Cohort Graduation Rate Reports posted to 
the ODE district secure website 

JANUARY 13 Collection Window Closes for: Second Period Cumulative ADM 2013-2014, 11:59 PM 

JANUARY 17 
OAKS Extended Assessment Braille and Large Print Order Window Closes for 
Mathematics, Reading, Science, and Writing  

JANUARY 20 Third Fall Membership Extract pulled from First Period Cumulative ADM 

JANUARY 21 
Third Fall Membership preview available to districts on ADI at 1 PM.  Preview will 
reflect changes made by January 17 at 5 PM (PT). 

JANUARY 22 DCT Informal WebEx, 9:30 AM 

JANUARY 23-31 Audit Review Window for: Second Period Cumulative ADM 2013-2014 

JANUARY 24 Last day for changes to Fall Membership 

JANUARY 27 FINAL Fall Membership Extract pulled from First Period Cumulative ADM.   

JANUARY 28 
Final Fall Membership preview available to districts on ADI at 1 PM.  No changes made 
to 1

st
 period after January 24 will be reflected in the report.   

FEBRUARY 3 Collection Window Closes for: Staff Position Collection 2013-2014, 11:59  PM 

FEBRUARY 6 FINAL  Fall Membership Press Release 

We are glad to see you back for 
the 

NEW YEAR! 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
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        Test Administration                                                                  www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment 
                  KATHLEEN VANDERWALL - MANAGER, TEST DESIGN & OPERATION

 

OAKS Testing Resumes January 6, 2014 

Following scheduled downtime for maintenance, the OAKS Online test delivery system will reopen for testing on 
Monday, January 6, 2014. As of January 6, multiple OAKS test opportunities will be available for those districts with 
policies allowing for students to retest. High school students have up to three total test opportunities in OAKS Online 
Reading, Math, and Science, as well as up to two test opportunities in OAKS Online Social Sciences. Students in 
grades 3 - 8 have up to two total test opportunities in OAKS Online Reading, Math, Science, and Social Sciences, as 
available by grade. Please remember that districts may only retest students in grades 3 - 8 who have already met or 
exceeded the standard if the district first receives explicit parental consent. Criteria for collecting explicit parental 
consent are included on p. 35 of the Test Administration Manual. In addition, the Best Practices Guide provides 
guidance on how to appropriately identify students who would benefit from an opportunity to retest.  

 

ELPA Test Window Opens January 8, 2014 

The English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) window opens on Wednesday, January 8, 2014.  This state 
assessment is required each year for all students eligible to receive Title III services.  For additional information 
about the ELPA, please refer to Appendix H of the Test Administration Manual.  
 

In anticipation of the opening of the 2013-14 ELPA test window, ODE has the following reminders and 
recommendations: 
 

 For each qualifying ELL student, the LEP flag must be set to “yes” on the student’s SSID system and verified in  
the Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) in order for an ELPA opportunity to be presented to the 
student.  Students will not be able to access the ELPA until this step has been done by the district.  If the LEP 
flag is already set to “Yes,” the test will appear in the student’s list of available tests and the student will be 
able to proceed. 
 

 As districts and schools prepare to administer the 
ELPA, districts should check the computers being 
used for the ELPA to ensure all updates are 
installed, and the computers and individual 
headsets are working and ready for the 
assessment.  For example, the headset drivers may 
need to be updated in order for the technology to 
meet the testing system’s minimum requirements. 
 

 Prior to logging a student in to the ELPA, TAs should 
review the internal volume on the computer and 
adjust as needed.  For Windows systems, an 
internal low- to mid-volume setting for the ELPA is 
recommended.  TAs should preview these settings prior to student arrival to ensure that the settings are at 
an acceptable level. 
 

 For the ELPA speaking segment, each student must have a valid recording.  Once again this year, the 
recording feature will be sensitive and may produce an error message even when a valid recording was 
registered.  If a student gets an error message indicating that their speaking response may not have 
registered, the student should play back their recording.  If the student can hear the recording, then the 
recording is valid and does not need to be re-recorded.  In this case, the student should accept the response 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
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and move to their next item.  If the student cannot clearly hear the recording, then the student should re-
record the response after checking the volume and placement of the microphone.  Once the student is 
satisfied with the recording, the student should accept the response and move to their next item. 
 

 ODE strongly recommends that all ELLs are given the opportunity to practice in the ELPA environment using 
the practice test prior to the operational assessment.  The practice test is especially useful in helping districts 
to identify in advance any accommodations that a student might need in order to successfully access the 
ELPA. Visit www.oaks.k12.or.us use the OAKS Secure Browser to access the ELPA practice test. 
 

 Helpdesk staff is available to assist district personnel during the ELPA window.  Contact your Regional ESD 
Partner using the contact list found here: 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/esdpartners1314.pdf. 

 
 

Writing Assessment Window Opens January 8, 2014 

The winter window for the Statewide Writing Assessment opens for both online and paper and pencil administration 
next Wednesday, January 8, 2014. Students participating in this window have between January 8 and February 20 
(paper administration) or March 21 (online administration) to complete their writing assessments. Paper 
assessments must be shipped by districts for scanning by no later than March 4. 
 

Eligible students in grades 11 and 12 have one opportunity to take the writing assessment; they may take either the 
online or paper administration in either of the two windows (the spring window opens in April and closes May 22). 
Eligible students are those that have not previously met or exceeded the standard on the state writing assessment. 
Please note that grade 12 students will not receive results back from the spring window until early July, which would 
not be in time for making graduation decisions. 
 

For those who ordered paper-based tests, secure test booklets will arrive in districts by Tuesday, January 7. 
Additional blank copies of the folders can also be obtained to address enrollment fluctuations by contacting your 
Regional ESD Partner. 
 

Writing Security Reminders 

In preparation for the start of the winter writing test window on Wednesday, January 8, 2014 ODE encourages 
districts to review the following security reminders with staff: 

 All printed test materials must be collected, inventoried, and securely stored between test sessions. This 
includes student notes, outlines, rough drafts, test booklets (paper-based administration), and printed 
prompts (online administration).   
 

 For students taking the paper-based administration who will use a word processing program during the 
drafting phase, districts must ensure that the program’s grammar check and auto-spell correction features 
are disabled.  
 

 Districts must also ensure that any word-processed drafts are saved securely and are not accessible by the 
student or others outside of the secure test environment. This means that student drafts should not be saved 
to a student’s school account if the student has access to that account outside of the test environment; a 
secure alternative would be to have students save their draft to a flash drive which is then collected and 
securely stored by the test administrator. In addition, students may not use internet-based programs such as 
GoogleDocs. 

Additional guidance on securely administering the Writing assessment is included in Part IV and Appendix G of the 
Test Administration Manual.  

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
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DTC Informal WebEx Wednesday, January 22, 2014 

You are invited to join ODE staff and DTCs from around the state one Wednesday morning a month for an hour of 
questions and answers on upcoming changes and current hot topics. The monthly WebEx meetings provide an 
open forum for questions and dialogue around the issues of assessment and accountability/ reporting.  
 
Following is the log-in information including the meeting password: 

 

Mark your calendars for the upcoming WebEx dates:  

• February 12, 9:30-10:30am  

• March 12, 9:30-10:30am 

• April 9, 9:30-10:30am 

• May 14, 9:30-10:30am 
 
Reminder:  
These meetings are not recorded and notes will not be taken. All vital information will also be communicated via the 
Assessment and Accountability Update or the District Test Coordinator email listserv. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

-------------------------------------------------------  
Meeting information  

-------------------------------------------------------  
Topic: DTC Informal WebEx  

Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014  

Time: 9:30 am, Pacific Standard Time (San Francisco, GMT-08:00)  
Meeting Number: 921 511 160  

Meeting Password: information  
-------------------------------------------------------  

To start or join the online meeting  

-------------------------------------------------------  
Go to: 
https://oregoned.webex.com/oregoned/j.php?ED=246820272&UID=496451037&PW=NYzc1YzRkNjhj&RT=MiM0  

-------------------------------------------------------  
Audio conference information  

-------------------------------------------------------  
Call-in toll-free number (US/Canada): 1-877-668-4493  

Call-in toll number (US/Canada): 1-650-479-3208  
Toll-free dialing restrictions: http://www.webex.com/pdf/tollfree_restrictions.pdf  

 

Access code:921 511 160 

 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp
https://oregoned.webex.com/oregoned/j.php?ED=246820272&UID=496451037&PW=NYzc1YzRkNjhj&RT=MiM0
http://www.webex.com/pdf/tollfree_restrictions.pdf


www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate

6 HELP DESK   www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmenthelp

 

Accountability & Reporting 
        DOUG KOSTY, ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING 

 
 

Fall Membership Validation Continues through January 24, 2014  

Fall Membership Validation period will continue through Friday, January 24 at 11:59 PM with periodic refreshes 
on the Achievement Data Insight (ADI) application listed below. 

The Fall Membership report is based on an extract from First Period Cumulative ADM 13-14. Remember that only 
students reported as enrolled on October 1, 2013 will be included in the Fall Membership report. A student’s ADM 
End Date should always be the weekday following their last enrolled day, so students must have an ADM End Date 
of October 2, 2013 in order to be included in the Fall Membership report.  

Fall Membership Validation Period continues… 
January 7, 2014 – January 24, 2014 

 

 

Jan 6, 2014 Second Fall Membership Extract pulled from First Period Cumulative ADM 

Jan 7, 2014 
Second preview available to districts on ADI at 1 PM. Preview will reflect changes made by 
January 3 at 5 PM (PT).   

Jan 20, 2014 Third Fall Membership Extract pulled from First Period Cumulative ADM 

Jan 21, 2014 
Third preview available to districts on ADI at 1 PM. Preview will reflect changes made by 
January 17 at 5 PM (PT).  

Jan 24, 2014 Last day for changes to Fall Membership 

Jan 27, 2014 Final Fall Membership Extract pulled from First Period Cumulative ADM.   

Jan 28, 2014 
Final preview available to districts on ADI at 1 PM. No changes made to 1

st
 period after January 

24 will be reflected in the report.   

Feb 6, 2014 Final Fall Membership Press Release 

 

 The ADI application can be accessed at 

https://district.ode.state.or.us/apps/AchvmntDataInsight/Default.aspx 

 ADI training is posted at  https://district.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=226 

 Note that permissions to ADI validations are granted individually.  Contact your District Security 

Administrator if you do not see the Fall Membership Validation when you log into ADI. 
 

See http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=3225 for documentation (including the 13-14 Fall Membership 
Manual) and historical Fall Membership Reports. 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
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Student and Classroom Reports for 2014 
 

Student and classroom level reports for 2013-2014 were made available December 19, 2013 on the ODE secure 
district site under the “Secure Assessment Reports 2.0” application. The application includes Individual Student 
Reports (ISR), Combined ISRs (Math, Reading, Science, and Writing scores on one page), Class Rosters, Class 
Summary, and Growth ISRs (Math and Reading scores). 
 
Please note that the Secure Assessment Reports 2.0 application provides the same level of access to reports as the 
Student Centered Staging application, i.e., the district/school logged in only has access to reports for tests taken 
when the student was resident in that district/school. 
 
The Accountability Warehouse Extract (AWE) application allows users to download historical test data for students 
that they have claimed, regardless of where the test was taken. This functionality is supported by the Formal and 
Inferred Registration System (FIRS). FIRS uses data from the Operational Data Stores (ODS), Cumulative ADM and 
the SSID System to ensure districts have access to the appropriate student records. 
 
If you do not have access to Student Centered Staging, Accountability Warehouse Extract, or Secure Assessment 
Reports 2.0 applications, please contact your district security administrator. 

 

Districts must Distribute Report Cards by January 15, 2014 

Per OAR 581-022-1060, districts are required to make report cards available to the parent(s) or 
guardian(s) of each child enrolled in a public school in the school district by January 15.  

This may be done by:  
(a)  Mailing a copy; 
(b)  Electronically sending a copy; or  
(c)  Providing a link to a state or district web site containing the reports and also making copies 

available in local schools, libraries, parents centers, community centers, or other public locations 
easily accessible to parents and others.  

 
Please see numbered memo 012-2012-13 for more information:  

http://www.ode.state.or.us/news/announcements/announcement.aspx?id=9171&typeid=4 

 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
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Extended Assessments and Accommodations               www.ode.state.or.us/go/ExtendedAssessments 
          SARAH DRINKWATER – ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, STUDENT SERVICES 

 

 

Braille and Large Print Order Window 

As of November 18, the window for ordering Braille and Large Print versions of the Extended Assessments is now 
open. The deadline for order submission is January 17, 2014. Incomplete or unsigned order forms will not be 
processed. Please find additional information including the order form at 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2691. 

Please contact Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us if you have additional questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign Language Interpreter Training 

In February 2013, ODE approved the use of the Sign Language Interpretation Accommodation for the applicable 
OAKS, OAKS Extended Assessment, and Kindergarten Assessment. Specifically, for sign language interpreters who  
plan to provide this support for students taking the Extended Assessments this year, in addition to the qualifications 
to serve in this capacity (cf. 2013-14 Accommodations Manual, Appendix C), please plan to attend a Qualified 

Assessor training provided by a 2013-14 Qualified Trainer. Contact your district and/or ESD 
for names of Qualified Trainers and when they plan to provide Qualified Assessor training. 

For additional information please contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or 
503.947.5755. 
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Smarter Balanced Assessment, ELPA21, and Next Generation Science Standards 
         DEREK BROWN – DIRECTOR, ASSESSMENT

 

Technology Strategy Framework and Testing Device Requirements 

DRAFT Technology Strategy Framework and Testing Device Requirements Released for 
Smarter Balanced (UPDATED). 

Updated versions of two documents that will assist districts plan their technology use for 
the Smarter Balanced Assessment are now available.  Please note these documents are 
drafts that may change upon consortium member states’ review. 
 

 Smarter Balanced Technology Strategy Framework and Testing Device 
Requirements: provides detailed information about device and operating system 
requirements to administer the test.  This document includes an appendix which 
lists the changes in this edition. 

 Executive Summary: provides a high level overview of the device and operating 
system requirements. 

 
Existing versions of both documents can be found at:  http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-
assessments/technology/.  When all changes are completed, updated versions will replace the versions currently 
posted on the Smarter Balanced website. 
 

*ODE will also post the two documents on the following website: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3298.  
 

Smarter Balanced Field Test - Secure Browser  

The Field Test Secure Browser must be downloaded on each computer for the Field Test. This browser can be 
installed individually or deployed to all computers through a network.  The secure browser download is required for 
all schools participating in the Field Test.  The secure browser ensures a secure environment while students are 
testing by preventing access to other online applications and ensuring that test items cannot be copied. 

Important! Schools that have downloaded other versions of AIR’s secure browser (including those for current 
statewide testing (OAKS) or for the Smarter Balanced Pilot Test) must still download the Field Test browser.  Other 
versions of the browser will not work for the Field Test; however, schools do not need to uninstall other secure 
browsers—they can have more than one installed at the same time.   
The Secure Browser is now available for download from the portal at http://sbac.portal.airast.org/browsers/.   

Testing on tablets—New Application for Secure Browser 

Schools that test using iPad® or Android® tablets will need to download an application (app) rather than the secure 
browser.  This free app will also be available November 18, 2013.  This link to the installation stores (the Apple® App 
Store and the Google® Play Store) will be available from the secure browser page of the Smarter Balanced Field Test 
Portal at http://sbac.portal.airast.org/browsers/.   

Schools that have already downloaded previous versions of these apps simply need to update their existing app.  
Documentation: Along with the secure browser, the Field Test Technical Specifications Manual and Secure Browser 
for Tablets User Guide are also now available.  These materials can be found at http://sbac.portal.org/browsers/.   

If you have any questions regarding the changes to the secure browser, please contact ETS at 1-855-833-1969 or 
smarterbalancedhelpdesk@ets.org. 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate
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Smarter Accessibility Crosswalk Now Available  

On September 11, 2013, the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (Smarter) published the Smarter Usability, 
Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines which describes the accessibility features that will be available to 
students taking the Smarter field test this spring as well as the operational Smarter assessments starting in 2014-15. 
In preparation for administering the Smarter field test, ODE strongly encourages districts to closely review the 
Smarter Guidelines. 
  

To help districts in their review and implementation of the Smarter Guidelines, this week Smarter released a 
Frequently Asked Questions document about the Guidelines. In addition, ODE has prepared a crosswalk comparing 
those accessibility features currently available to students for the OAKS Math, Reading, and Writing assessments with 
the accessibility features available for the Smarter field tests in Mathematics and English Language Arts/Literacy 
(which includes Reading, Writing, and Listening). Both the new FAQ and the Crosswalk, as well the Smarter 
Guidelines and the Oregon Accommodations Manual, are available from ODE’s Accommodations webpage at 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=487.  
 
When reviewing the Crosswalk, districts should take special note of the following: 
 

 The crosswalk consists of four tabs: a comprehensive tab that shows all accessibility features available for 
OAKS or Smarter, a math breakout tab, an ELA breakout tab, and a definitions tab. The comprehensive, math, 
and ELA tabs contain color-coded comparisons of OAKS and Smarter accessibility features. Green notes 
accessibility features available for Smarter that are not available for OAKS; yellow notes features available for 
both OAKS and Smarter, but that have either stricter eligibility criteria or more restrictive application for 
Smarter; and red notes features available for OAKS but not for Smarter. The definitions tab of the Crosswalk 
provides a comparison of Oregon’s and Smarter’s 
categories and definitions. 
 

 The terminology adopted by Smarter differs from 
that currently used by Oregon. Whereas OAKS 
accessibility features are generally categorized as 
allowable resources, restricted resources, or 
accommodations, Smarter’s accessibility features 
are categorized as universal tools, designated 
supports, or accommodations. In addition, 
Smarter’s definition of an accommodation differs 
from Oregon’s definition.  
 

 For Mathematics, many accessibility features 
currently available for OAKS as allowable 
resources are either not available for Smarter or are available with stricter eligibility criteria or under 
more restrictive circumstances.  
 

 For English Language Arts/Literacy, some accessibility features currently available for OAKS Writing as 
allowable resources are not available for Smarter. In addition, no translated option is available for Smarter 
English Language Arts/Literacy. Districts should also note that for the Reading portion of the Smarter English 
Language Arts/Literacy assessment, Smarter will support text-to-speech or human-provided read-aloud for 
some Reading content under prescribed circumstances.  
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Smarter Balanced Field Test – Critical Documents and Release Dates 

Smarter Balanced Field Test Important Dates 

TIDE User Guide and TIDE Training Module Available January 14, 2014 

TIDE Registration Window January 14 to February 28, 2014 

Training Modules Available (except TIDE Training Module) January 28, 2014 

Test Administrator Manual Available January 29, 2014 

Test Coordinator Manual Available January 29, 2014 

Field Test Administration Window March 18-June 6, 2014 

Hopefully this list will help you in preparation for the field test. 

 

Smarter Balanced Training Modules 

Smarter Balanced is developing training modules to support Field Test administration.  Most modules will be released 
and available for use by January 28, 2014.  States are encouraged to promote awareness of these modules with the 
appropriate audience(s). The training modules include: 

*What is a Field Test? 

*What is a CAT (Computer Adaptive Test)? 

*Let’s Talk Tools  

*Technology Requirements for Online Testing 

*Performance Tasks 

*TIDE User Roles 

*Test Administrator Interface 

*Student Interface 

*Test Administrator Training 

*Accessibility and Accommodations 

All Smarter Balanced Field Test modules will be posted to the Field Test portal 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/browsers/ beginning January 28, 2014.  Please encourage your schools, districts, 
teachers and students to use them when preparing for the upcoming Field Test. 
 

 

 

 The Assessment & Accountability Update is a regular newsletter highlighting 
news, updates, and changes to the state’s assessment efforts.  
 

To subscribe go to http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/ayprcupdates. 
 

You can also access this and past issues of the Assessment & Accountability Update at 
www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessmentupdate. 
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