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Number of Reported Improprieties and Impacted Tests 
The 2012-13 OAKS Online testing window opened on November 6, 2012 and closed on 
May 22, 2013. During the 2012-13 testing window, 107 school districts have reported a 
total of 566 test improprieties impacting 1,066 tests. As the following table illustrates, 
the number of reported improprieties has risen gradually since 2008-09. The number of 
impacted student tests has generally remained relatively consistent after an initial 
increase in 2009-10 compared to 2008-09. The increase in 2012-13 compared to 2011-
12 can be explained based on the implementation on a new testing eligibility rule that 
went into effect in 2012-13. 
 

Year Number of Improprieties  Number of Impacted Student Tests 
2012-13 567 1,068 
2011-12 490 891 
2010-11 436 784 
2009-10 370 965 
2008-09 399 589 

 
The following chart illustrates the number of impropriety reports and impacted tests by 
month for each month of the 2012-13 test window. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the chart demonstrates, the number of reported improprieties has risen steadily each 
month, reaching the highest number of reported improprieties per month in May 2013 
(this includes reports submitted in June following the close of the test window). The 
number of impacted tests also rose steadily each month, with a large spike in May 
2013. The table below shows how the number of impacted tests compares with the total 
number of tests administered by month. As the table demonstrates, the total number of 
tests impacted by test improprieties represents less than one percent of the total 
number of tests administered. 
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 November December January February
Number of 
Impropriety Reports 

18 19 59 60 

Number of impacted 
tests 

19 23 63 68 

Number of Tests 
Administered 

21,202 30,086 67,343 145,980 

Percent of Tests 
Impacted 

0.09% 0.08% 0.09% 0.05% 

 March April May /June Total 
Number of 
Impropriety Reports 

93 147 171 567 

Number of impacted 
tests 

125 232 539 1,068 

Number of Tests 
Administered 

247,814 324,277 272,155 1,108,857

Percent of Tests 
Impacted 

0.05% 0.07% 0.20% 0.10% 

 
Types of Test Improprieties 
The table below shows the breakdown of reported improprieties by type, identifying 
whether the impropriety was initiated by an adult or by a student. As the table illustrates, 
there were significantly more adult-initiated than student-initiated improprieties in 2012-
13. This increase can largely be attributed to the inclusion of a new impropriety for 
2012-13: retesting students in grades 3 – 8 who have already met or exceeded the 
achievement standard without first receiving explicit parental consent. The number of 
improprieties in this category indicates a need for clearer communication with test 
administrators about the new eligibility requirements for retesting and the local 
implementation of procedures to enforce these eligibility requirements. 
 

Type of Impropriety Adult-Initiated Student-Initiated Total 
Non-allowable resource 91 229 320 
Student retested without permission 296 0 296 
Student coaching 200 0 200 
Student given wrong test 89 0 89 
Student cheating 0 65 65 
Student talking 0 53 53 
Test environment 51 2 53 
Mishandling of secure test materials 30 10 40 
Breach of student confidentiality 20 2 22 
Scores not entered by deadline  20 0 20 
Student tested under wrong SSID 16 2 18 
Other1 6 0 6 
Total2 819 363 1,182 

                                            
1 Includes IEP violation, student retested without parental consent, TA logging in as a student, TA logging 
in under another staff’s user account, and a test not shipped by the deadline. 
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As illustrated in the chart on the following page, after a sharp rise from 2008-09 to 2009-
10, the number of adult-initiated improprieties has dropped slightly each year, with the 
exception of 2012-13 when the implementation of the new testing eligibility requirement 
caused a significant spike. The number of student-initiated improprieties has continued 
to rise steadily since 2008-09.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For 2012-13, the most common reported test impropriety remains student access to 
non-allowable resources. Improprieties involving non-allowable resources also impact 
the most tests compared with other improprieties. In particular, student access to cell 
phones, a type of non-allowable resource, accounts for 23% of all reported improprieties 
and 13% of all impacted tests.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                             
2 This total includes improprieties that do not impact tests. 
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Following non-allowable resources, retesting students without parental permission 
impacts the most tests, accounting for 28% of all impacted tests, with 64 reported cases 
impacting 296 tests. Student coaching also continues to account for a significant portion 
of reported improprieties, accounting for 19% of all impacted tests, with 34 reported 
cases impacting 200 tests; this type of impropriety often impacts a group of students 
testing rather than individual students. The most commonly reported improprieties after 
non-allowable resources, retesting students without permission, and student coaching 
are students given the wrong test, with 64 reports impacting 89 tests; student cheating, 
with 44 reports impacting 65 students; and student talking, with 34 reports impacting 53 
students. 
 
Next Steps and Resources 
To help reduce the occurrence of common improprieties, ODE has updated the ODE-
provided test security training module that districts are required to use when training 
school test coordinators and test administrators to specifically identify the most 
prevalent improprieties and identify behaviors that constitute these improprieties. In 
addition, ODE has developed new promising practices that will help test administrators 
avoid these specific types of improprieties.  
 
2013-14 Training Modules  
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2744  
 
Promising Practices for Implementing Test Administration and Security Requirements  
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=2444  

 
 Student Cell Phone Access 
 Avoiding Retesting Students in Grades 3 - 8without Explicit Parental Consent 
 Avoiding Student Coaching 

 


