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The Rule: As stated in Section 4.5 of the Test Administration Manual, all Smarter 
Balanced Performance Tasks must be preceded by the administration of a classroom 
activity. The classroom activity is not part of the summative assessment; instead, the 
purpose of the classroom activity is to give students exposure to context before they 
complete a related Performance Task on the summative Smarter Balanced ELA or Math 
assessments. This ensures the information collected in the Performance Tasks more 
likely reflects student knowledge of the respective construct, rather than the context. In 
addition to the guidelines for administering the classroom activity identified in Section 
6.3 of the Test Administration Manual, following are several promising practices that 
teachers and test administrators might consider when preparing to administer the 
classroom activity. 
 
Promising Practices:  
Planning for the Classroom Activity 
 Teachers are encouraged to download and review the classroom activities from the 

OAKS Portal in order to become fluent in the content, prepare the provided materials 
(pictures, slides, etc.) and identify additional student supports as necessary. 

 Grade levels within schools will use the same classroom activities, although students 
will be administered different associated Performance Tasks. Teachers may work 
together to clarify content and facilitation strategies prior to completing the 
classroom activity with students. 

 As part of local assessment planning efforts, teachers may consider a staggered 
approach to classroom activities in order to build additional scheduling flexibility. For 
example, in cases where there are multiple classrooms of a single grade, those 
teachers may complete the classroom activity on different days leading to the 
(summative) Performance Task. This approach provides flexibility if students are 
absent, allowing those students to join another class specifically to participate in the 
classroom activity. As a reminder, per the Test Administration Manual, there should 
be no more than a three-day lapse between the classroom activity and the PT 
administration.  

 As a reminder, per the Test Administration Manual, while the classroom activity itself 
is a non-secure instructional task, all notes taken by students during the classroom 
activity must be treated as secure, meaning they must be collected before 
proceeding to the Performance Task and securely shredded immediately following 
the administration of the classroom activity. 

 
Adherences to the Script 
 Unlike the secure, summative Computer-Adaptive Test and Performance Task, 

teachers are not required to follow the classroom activity script verbatim and are free 
to respond to student questions on the topic presented in the classroom activity. In 
addition, there may be times when it makes sense to allow student discussion to 



expand or explore related ideas beyond what is explicitly described in the classroom 
activity script.  

 Teachers may add clarifying statements, summarize or reflect what a student has 
said, correct false assumptions, misinformation, and so on. To ensure that all 
students receive the same clarifications, teachers may encourage students to ask 
any final questions toward the end of the classroom activity so that all students in the 
class may benefit from the same clarification.  

 Teachers may not bring outside, related materials into the conversation, unless 
appropriate given student accessibility needs. For instance, a teacher may choose to 
build a physical model rather than display a picture or photograph to a visually 
impaired student. Here are some specific examples of what teachers may and may 
not do: 

o Example 1: 
 Do:  Display the provided photographs and pictures 
 Don’t:  Search the internet and find videos related to the topic and add 

them to the classroom activity 
o Example 2: 

 Do:   Demonstrate the mathematics given in the CA script 
 Don’t: Attempt to guess and pre-teach mathematics that the TA 

hypothesizes may be on the PT 
 Schools may decide to locally translate classroom activities based on student need. 

Similar practices of how an English Learner (EL) is instructed in the classroom 
should be used during the administration of the classroom activity. If the student 
requires a translator during classroom instruction, then the student should also have 
a translator during the non-secure classroom activity. The Oregon Accessibility 
Manual provides additional information about the various accessibility options that 
may be implemented as needed for students to have appropriate access to the both 
the Classroom Activity (Appendix G), as well as the secure Performance Tasks (pp. 
10 – 25). 

 
Absences, Blended Classrooms, Distance Learning 
 Options for completing the classroom activity in blended classrooms, distance 

learning environments, or for those students absent during the planned activity day 
include:  

o recording the original event or  
o identifying other adults to facilitate the classroom activity at an alternative time 

and/or location. 
 Scheduling make-up classroom activity sessions in advance may help to mitigate 

potential resource issues. Teachers may choose to film their presentation of the 
classroom activity for use during make-up sessions; however, presenting the 
classroom activity live to an entire classroom for a second time is not an appropriate 
alternative to providing a make-up session for individual students who may have 
been absent during the original presentation. 

 In blended classrooms, schools can determine whether to separate grade level 
students for classroom activity purposes based on local needs. For example, in a 
blended 3rd and 4th grade classroom, the teacher may determine it is appropriate to 



keep the students together for both classroom activities. Or, the teacher can make 
arrangements for the students to be separated in order to conduct the classroom 
activity to grade specific students. 

 Student interaction is critical—distance learning programs must ensure students 
have opportunities to engage with one another, whether in-person or via an online 
interface such as WebEx or teleconferencing. 


