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The Rule: As described in Appendix B: Student Inclusion of the Test Administration Manual, all 
English Learners (ELs) eligible to receive services under Title III of ESEA are required to annually 
participate in Oregon’s English Language Proficiency assessment, which measures the four 
domains of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English.  
 
Promising Practices: Students who are new to learning English may need additional support for 
participation on the ELPA21. When preparing newcomer ELs to take ELPA21, test administrators 
should use these tips prior to testing:  

 
 Provide students with access to the ELPA21 Practice Test to familiarize the student with how 

to adjust the headset volume and how to use the microphone for the listening and speaking 
domains. Practice test sessions should include having the student record and review their 
recorded responses multiple times.  
 

 Prepare students for the writing segment by using the ELPA21 Practice Test and other 
classroom-based instructional opportunities to become familiar with typing responses using a 
computer keyboard and then reviewing those responses. 

 
 Prepare newcomer ELs who are unable to speak in English to practice responding to the 

speaking prompts in their native language or by saying their name. Multiple opportunities 
with the ELPA21 Practice Test can help prepare students for the speaking segment of the 
operational assessment. Classroom activities that provide students experience with speaking 
aloud in English are also recommended.  
 

The ELPA21 Practice Test will become available through the OAKS Portal (http://oaksportal.org) in 
January 2016 for these purposes. The Secure Browser is required to access the ELPA21 practice 
test. The ELPA21 Test Specifications and Blueprints are anticipated to be available on the ODE 
website on October 1, 2016 at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=496. Newcomer ELs and 
those students unfamiliar with Oregon’s ELPA21 may benefit from multiple opportunities to take the 
practice test.  
 
 


