
2015-16 Kindergarten Assessment Field Test Q & A 
 
What is the purpose of the Kindergarten Assessment (KA) Field Test in 2015-16? 
In response to recommendations made by the Kindergarten Content and Assessment Advisory 
Committee earlier this school year, ODE is field testing alternative letter name and  letter sound 
grids reorganized with easier letters towards the top or smaller grids with fewer letters overall. 
The intent is to implement Early Literacy measures in future years that measure improvement 
across the full range of student performance. 
 

1. How does the field test affect a student’s testing experience?  
A student who participates in the field test will only see one additional grid, taking an 
additional 1.5 to 3 minutes.  Because the instructions to students are the same as the 
operational Early Literacy measure, the field test will require minimal additional test 
administrator training which is part of the regular KA training. 

 
2. Is the KA field test required? For all students in the school?  

For schools selected to participate in the field test, all students who complete the 
operational measures will complete one embedded field test measure as well. Schools 
selected to administer each field test form have been chosen to be representative of the 
state and comparable across the four alternate forms, so it is important that all schools 
participate and include all students.  
 

3. Is the KA field test a slightly different version of the current assessment? 
Yes, the field test measures are made up of two slightly different versions of English 
Letter Names and two slightly different versions of English Letter Sounds.  Note that 
each participating school receives only ONE of the field test forms. 
 

4. If schools have been selected to participate in the KA field test do they have to 
administer the operational assessments too?   
Yes, the operational assessment is administered in conjunction with a field test form in 
order to statistically link the scales and maintain the trend lines for the Letter Names 
and Letter Sounds measures.  Instructions are written so students experience a 
seamless, integrated task. From the test administrator’s perspective, the assessor 
instructions are contained in a single booklet.   
 

5. Is there a Spanish language field test?   
No, not for 2015-16. 
 

6. If measures are assigned by school and there are four measures would four schools in 
a single district potentially get different forms?    
Yes. In order to efficiently represent statewide demographic characteristics, schools (not 
districts) are the sampling unit. Please reference the email from 5/12/15 that notes 
names of schools and which form (A,B,C or D) that school will receive. 
 



7. What are the training requirements for the field test? 
Training is the same as for the operational version, and materials are all packaged 
together for ease of administration. 
 

8. Is the field test happening in the same window as the operational test? 
Yes. 
 

9. If my district has 5 elementary schools and 2 are chosen for the field test, is it correct 
that the non-selection schools will get the regular booklets (as in years past) and the 2 
participating schools will get field test booklets? 
Correct, all materials will be pre-packaged by school with the specific forms for that 
school. 
 

10. Will we receive results from the field test?  
Field test results will be reviewed internally at ODE, and then presented to the 
Kindergarten Content and Assessment Advisory Committee for review and 
recommendations.  Those recommendations will be reviewed by ODE and the Early 
Learning Division for final recommendation and decision-making for the 2016-17 
Kindergarten Assessment. 

 
 
 
 
 


