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Kindergarten Early Literacy Assessment 
For Spanish-speaking English Language Learner (ELL) Kindergarteners 

Updated 9/03/13 
 
The Rule: Page L-2 of the 2013-14 Test Administration Manual states that ELL 
students taking the Kindergarten Assessment whose language of origin is Spanish will 
receive an early Spanish literacy assessment in addition to the early English literacy 
assessment. The Spanish literacy assessment measures skills in Spanish syllable 
sounds. 

 
Promising Practice: Education teams within the school or district may use the flow 
chart on the following page to guide the process of identifying Spanish-speaking English 
language learners for the Kindergarten Assessment. Once these criteria are met, the 
student is given the 1-page Syllable Sounds assessment in addition to the English 
literacy assessment. 

 
Rational: With the 40-40-20 plan in mind, English is the language of instruction 
throughout a child’s K-12 education and the language that must be used to meet the 
Essential Skills graduation requirements.  As such, all ELLs should be given English 
literacy measures to establish a baseline of their knowledge and skills up entering the 
public school system. In addition, Spanish-speaking kindergarteners make up the vast 
majority of ELL Kindergarteners in Oregon. By assessing in both languages, this 
information will provide the appropriate baseline information in English and Spanish for 
the Spanish-speaking ELLs. 

 
Consideration: The administration of the Spanish literacy required for all kindergarten 
Spanish-speaking identified ELLs. For 2013-14, ODE is allowing a one-year waiver for 
schools and/or districts who encounter a hardship in administering this assessment. 
This waiver is applicable for school year 2013-14 only. All incoming Spanish-speaking 
ELLs during 2014-15 will be required to be assessed using the Spanish Literacy form in 
addition to the English Literacy measures. Waivers must be flagged prior to the final 
day of the official Kindergarten Assessment window. 

 
Waiver for 2013-14: The waiver process is for the Spanish early literacy measure only 
for Spanish-speaking ELL Kindergarteners that is being allowed for school year 2013- 
14. To use this waiver, the district must use the waiver code for the field called “Spanish 
Syllable Sounds Measure Assessment Administration Code (Meas3AsmtAdmnCd)” in 
the Kindergarten Assessment Data Collection for each qualifying student. There will not 
be a waiver for the 2014-15 school year. This waiver allows schools and districts 
sufficient time to prepare for the 2014-15 administration of the Spanish early literacy 
measure. 

 

Participating in the waiver exempts the Spanish-speaking ELL Kindergarteners from 
taking the Spanish early literacy measure in 2013-14, but it does not waive the rest of 
the Kindergarten Assessment. All kindergarteners, regardless of 1st language or ELL 
status must be assessed using the English literacy measure, the Math measure and the 
Approaches to Learning measure during 2013-14. 
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Kindergarten Early Literacy Assessment Decision Matrix for the 
Spanish Literacy Assessment 

 

Kindergarten student arrives to enroll (or has already enrolled) 
 
 
 
 

Home Language Survey (HLS) is completed 
 
 

Per the HLS, is the student a potential ELL? 
 
 
 

No. Use Assessor Booklet A1 
and Student Booklet S1.  The 
student does not take the 
Spanish literacy assessment 
(but must take the English 
literacy portion of the 
Kindergarten Assessment). 

Yes. The student is tested using a language 
proficiency instrument. 

 

 
 

Does the student qualify for ELD 
services? 

 

No. Use Assessor Booklet A1 
and Student Booklet S1.  The 
student will not be an ELL in the 
district, so the student does not 
take the Spanish literacy 
assessment (but must take the 
English literacy portion of the 
Kindergarten Assessment). 

Yes. The student is a qualifying 
ELL in my district. 

 

 
Is the student’s first/home 
language Spanish? 

 

 
 

No. Use Assessor Booklet A1 and Student 
Booklet S1. The student does not take the 
Spanish literacy assessment. (Student is 
required to take the English literacy portion of 
the Kindergarten Assessment). 

Yes.  Use Assessor Booklet A2 and 
Student Booklet S2.  The student 
takes both the English literacy 
portion and the Spanish literacy 
portion of the Kindergarten 
Assessment during the assessment 
window. 

 
 
 
 
 

Please note: During the assessment window, all incoming 2013-14 kindergarten students will be 
administered the English literacy assessment, the Math knowledge assessment and the Approaches to 
Learning scale rating. Incoming identified Kindergarten ELLs who have a first language of Spanish will 
be administered the 1-page Spanish literacy assessment in addition to the English literacy assessment. 


