
Informal DTC Webinar: Q&A Session – April 13, 2016 

Smarter Balanced 
Testing the PT first is NOT the recommendation, correct? 

- Smarter Balanced has issued general guidance that the CAT be administered before the PT. However 
that is not a hard and fast rule, the thought is that the CAT could be a primer for how to interact with the 
test for the student. Districts have always been free to change that depending on student need, 
scheduling, etc. So you are welcome to administer whichever fits better in your scheduling. 

 

Will Smarter Balanced scores only be loaded on specific days of the week or will it continually keep rolling?  
- They are loaded every day as they come in from AIR. A staff member at ODE must manually load them 

so it only occurs on weekdays. 
 
Can you talk about the logistics of the PT for students who move to different schools/districts? 

- When a school or district receives a new student, someone with access to ORS (TA, STC, DTC, etc.) 
should check in the Online Reporting System participation report to determine whether a student has 
already started or completed a Performance Task in another district. If this is the case, they need to 
contact their ESD Partner to have the PT re-assigned to the student to avoid testing a student twice in 
the same subject. AIR is looking for a fix to this configuration for next year. 

 
How quickly will an already-started PT show up in the new school's participation report?  

- Once a student’s SSID record has been updated to show a new school, ORS will be updated the next 
day. 

 
If a student has Print on Demand for the PT, is the requirement still that the printout must be destroyed after 
the test session, even though students are allowed to keep their notes until the next session? Does the draft 
response have to be the only text on the sheet? 

- Clarification: In response to the question raised on today’s DTC webinar regarding whether student 
notes or drafts need to be on a blank sheet of paper, this is correct. If a student takes notes or drafts a 
response on the back of a printed test item or stimulus, then the notes would need to be immediately 
destroyed since printed test items and stimuli may not be retained under any circumstances. So long as 
the notes or draft response are written on a clean sheet of paper, however, they may be collected, 
inventoried, and securely stored between test sessions consistent with the guidance in Section 2.4 of 
the Test Administration Manual, copied below. 
 

Use of scratch paper (p. 27 of the Test Administration Manual) 

The only exception to the requirement governing the immediate destruction of printed materials and 

scratch paper is when notes are used during ELPA21 and the Smarter Balanced ELA and 

mathematics CAT constructed response items or PTs.  

During the ELA PT, the notes on the embedded universal tool, Global Notes, are retained from Part 1 

to Part 2 so that the student may return to the notes even though the student is not able to go back 

to specific items in Part 1. While the embedded Global Notes is the preferred mode for note taking 

during the ELA PT, students may use scratch paper to make notes or develop draft responses.  

To maintain the security of scratch paper used for notes on ELPA21 items and the ELA or 

Mathematics CAT constructed response items or PTs, TAs must direct students to write their names 

(or some appropriate identifying information) on their scratch paper, and then collect and inventory 

the scratch paper at the end of each test session, as well as upon completion of the test. All scratch 

paper must be securely stored in between test sessions and then securely destroyed immediately 

upon the student’s completion of the test.  



 

Share Space Feedback 
 

Topic: I am wondering if there are middle schools that test in blocks rather than daily hour long sessions. Are 
there schools that create testing schedules to use other classroom period rather than core classes to test? 

- North Clackamas started that with middle school classes this year, a totally different schedule, blocks of 
whole days a grade at a time. Just got feedback yesterday from a school that just went through their 
first round of testing 6th, 7th, and 8th grade ELA test. They were done in a week and in a school with 
about 1,000 kids they only had about 50 that need to do make-ups with. It worked pretty well in terms of 
the schedule and all adults were either TAs or supervising testing. That was just feedback from 1 of the 
4 schools in the district this year. 

- Hermiston's Sandstone Middle school uses their intervention/exploration classes (typically periods 1 & 
7) to do their testing. They create a new schedule for 4th quarter - 1, 7, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.  So the students 
test during 1st & 7th and then have their regular core classes 2-6. They did this same schedule last 
year and really liked it for 7th & 8th.  6th grade did not like the longer block time so they are testing in 
core classes. Feel free to contact me - Jennifer Cox for more information on Hermiston's schedule 

 
- At the high school I am creating a schedule for testing math. We are a smaller school so I was able to 

pick each student and find their free/study hall and elective classes and test them during a block based 
on their class schedule  

 
- Two of our middle schools give their students a 3 hour block (with a break in the middle) two days in a 

row for the Performance Task, our other 2 middle schools provide an hour a day until they complete. 
Make up testing is done during PE and electives. I haven't received feedback on this yet.  

 
- Yes. 1 of our middle schools is doing larger blocks of testing time. Make-ups have been a bit of a 

challenge because it has fallen to just one person to complete them. Otherwise, going smoothly. 
 


