
 
Informal DTC Webinar: Q&A Session – March 9, 2016 

 
General Questions 
If I put accommodations for a student into TIDE, and then the student moves to another school 
WITHIN my district, do those accommodations stay with the student? 

- Yes, and please remind STCs and TAs that when new students move into your district, their 
accessibility supports should be reviewed prior to testing.      
   

Smarter Balanced 
So is it official that we'll never see the Classroom Activity again? 

- Yes, the Classroom Activity component has been removed from the Smarter Balanced 
blueprint. 

 
Can you remind me of the timeline for getting SBAC results?   

- Up to three weeks from the date that the student completes both components (Performance 
Task and CAT). 

 
Are the Performance Tasks given randomly to students by grade level?        

- Performance Tasks are now given randomly by student. It is now possible that students in the 
same class will all be assigned different forms. 

       
Is there a certain protocol for selecting the PT choice?  They appear to have several options to 
choose from? When the TA was selecting the test, it filters down to the PT selection and there were 
like 5 or 6 PT options? This was done when setting up the test session. 

- Guidance on how to select performance tasks in the TA interface is addressed in Appendix G 
of the TA User Guide.  

             
How do claim and composite scores relate to one another?  

- Composite scores are not computed by averaging the four claim scores, nor is there some 
other formula where the composite score is directly derived from the claim scores.  The 
composite and claim scores are computed independently as follows: 

• Composite scores are ability estimates derived from each student’s responses to all of 
the items on an assessment.  

• Claim scores are ability estimates obtained by looking at student responses on items 
that address a particular claim. 

The approximate percentage that each claim contributes to the overall score can be derived 
from the test blueprints available at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=4301.  For 
example, in the grade 3 ELA assessment 14 to 16 of the items will come from the Reading 
claim.  Since the test contains about 45 items, we can estimate that about a third of the ELA 
composite score is based on reading items.    

 
And why are the claim SEMs so high? 

- The fewer items that make-up a claim, the larger the SEM is. Some claims only consist of a 
few items, for instance 8 or so. 

 
Do any of the items count for more than one claim?  

- No 
 
Essential Skills 
Any idea when the new PSAT scores will be approved?      

- For the timeline of the PSAT score adoption, please see the article in the February 4 A&A 

Update.  

http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/admin/oaks_ta_userguide.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=4301
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/asmtacty_update_02_04_16.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/asmtacty_update_02_04_16.pdf

