
Informal DTC Webinar: Q&A Session – January 13 
 
ELPA21 Questions 
When will ELPA21 scores be available? 

- The ELPA21 standard setting event will occur during late summer 2016. After that, the Oregon 
State Board of Education must adopt the resulting cut scores.  Score reports for ELPA21 are 
expected after that adoption, and no exact date has been determined. 
 

Will there be tracking #s for the ELPA21 mailings? 
- The ELPA21 Paper-pencil receipt of materials instructions document will be updated with this 

information as ODE receives it. A communication will be sent out at that time. 
 
 
Opt-Out Questions 
Is there any plan to adjust TIDE to allow for the difference between a blocked subject for students 
who will take the Extended, versus a blocked subject for students who are opting out? 

- TIDE will not capture this information. TIDE is not used for official data collection, it is simply a 
tool to help TAs ensure proper students are tested. 

 
Does the 95% participation include students who have "opted out?" 

- Yes 
 
So if 10% opt out, the best a district can do is 90%, yes? 

- Yes 
 
When can we expect guidance on our fall responsibility for communication related to SB2655? 

- Later this spring ODE will be providing districts with the required materials for the annual fall 
communication regarding opt-outs. 

 
Wondering what ODE's strategy is going to be regarding Oregon opt-out legislation being in conflict 
with federal requirements. 

- ODE has reached out to districts that did not meet the participation rate last year to engage in 
ideas to better support them. We will continue to develop materials to try and aid districts to 
meet the participation rate.  

 
Just to be clear, is the fall communication a required ODE communication that we will disseminate or 
will we get a suggested communication that we can use or not use at our discretion? - SB2655 

- As stated in the legislation, it is a required ODE communication  
 
 
ESSA Questions 
Under ESSA, you are saying that the state can decide if there will be flexibility for high schools or 
not? 

- Yes 
 
ESSA Stakeholder question: How will a district administrator know what those stakeholder groups 
and contact people for those groups, so as to engage in this process? 

- We will communicate through normal channels (AA Update, DTC listserv, Superintendent 
Update, conferences, etc.) when opportunities to join work groups arise. 

 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=625


I've heard something about grades 3-8 having the opportunity to take interim tests rather than a 
summative test.  But there would be a final summative score based on these interim tests.  Is that the 
case? 

- We’re gathering more information about this option, more to come soon. 
 

 
Smarter Balanced Questions 
Is there any more specific information on the use of SBAC scores for community college/university 
placement? How will the scores be transmitted to the college/university? Is it the responsibility of the 
district or the student?" 

- ODE does not have a data sharing agreement in place with the HECC at this time to share 
Smarter Balanced data.  I believe a formal request is in the works, and at that time, ODE will 
go through the typical data sharing review process.  This includes review and approval from 
the Data Governance Committee and contracting staff, among other steps. 

 
Performance Tasks will now be “randomized” can you please elaborate? 

- Last year, performance tasks were assigned by school due to the classroom activity 
component. This year, each student will receive a completely random performance task. 

 
For 2014-15 the testing results did not count on our report cards. Will it this year? 

- ODE is in the process of seeking legal clarification on whether 2014-15 testing results can be 
used on the 2015-16 report cards. ODE will provide the field with an update once clarification 
has been obtained. 

 
Essential Skills Questions 
So if a 10th grader took the PSAT and passed that we could not except that as passing his essential 
skills?  Is that right? 

- Scores from assessments completed prior to October 2015 can be accepted.  Assessments 
completed after October 2015 cannot be accepted until the revised assessment has been 
approved with new achievement standards. 

 
So the PSAT is not 44 for Reading and 45 for Math? 

- Correct, there is not yet an approved achievement standard for the revised PSAT.  
 
I assume this is only for the future, not last year’s assessments? 

- This change is effective as of October 2015. Scores obtained from the PSAT assessments 
administered in October 2015 cannot be accepted as evidence of Essential Skills until the 
revised assessments has been approved by State Board along with new achievement 
standards.  
 

Have any other Essential Skills changed for proficiency? 
- Four assessments that have undergone or are undergoing assessments follow along with 

estimated the timeline for their evaluation.   
o PSAT: The revised PSAT was first administered October 2015; the work to identify an 

achievement standard is delayed because College Board has delayed their work on a 
concordance table which would include scores on the revised PSAT that are 
comparable to scores on the former PSAT.  At this point, we do not have information 
about the timeline for College Board’s work. ODE will continue to reach out to College 
Board and will explore alternative options for identifying an achievement standard if a 
timeline is not provided soon. 

o ACT: The revised ACT was first administered in September 2015. The AESRP 
determined the Reading and Math assessments did not need to be re-evaluated and 



approved maintaining the current Reading and Math ACT achievement standards. The 
AESRP recommended achievement standards on ACT English and Writing that 
together could be used to demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skill of Writing.  This 
will go to the State Board of Education for a first read on January 21 and a second 
read/adoption on March 3. 

o SAT: The revised SAT will be administered starting March 2016; the timeframe for 
identifying an achievement standard and approving the redesigned SAT will be 
contingent upon the timeline for College Board’s development of a concordance table.  
This information has not yet been provided. 

o ACT’s Plan-ACT’s Aspire: Plan was discontinued in June 2014. The replacement for the 
Plan is Aspire.  AESRP will evaluate the technical quality Aspire at their next meeting; 
pending AESRP’s approval of the assessment, the timeline to identify an achievement 
standard will depend on the method used to identify the achievement standard, with 
spring 2016 as the earliest and fall or winter 2016 at the other end. 

Additional Details Coming   
As ODE gains more technical information about the assessment revisions, the plans may 
be updated and these updates will be communicated through future articles.   
Note: A full list of approved assessment options is included in the Essential Skills and Local 
Performance Assessment Manual, which is available for download at: 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/es. 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/es

