
English Letter Sound Recognition  
English instructions (see next page for Spanish instructions) 

 Place the Student Booklet in front of the student and open to Sample Item #3 (English Letter 
Sound Recognition).  Place the Assessor Scoresheet on the clipboard.  Read the directions listed 
below in bold (with the  icon) to the student. 

*It is allowable to say:  
 “Good effort,” “Keep trying,” “Next letter,” “Do your best,” and “Thank you.”   

DIRECTIONS 
 Turn to page 3  of the Student Booklet and read the following directions to the student:  
 “We are going to look at the sounds that letters make.  When I say begin, I want you to point to 

each letter pair and tell me the sound of that letter pair. A letter pair is a capital and lowercase 
letter that are next to each other.” 

 Point to the first letter pair in Sample Item #3 and say,  
 “This is a letter pair. You will start here and tell me the sound of each letter pair in the row.  

Begin.” 
*If a student does not name the sound of a  letter pair, point to the next letter and say,  

 “Okay, let’s try the next one.” 
 Point to the “English Letter Sound Recognition” chart and say,  
 “Now, we are going to look at more letter sounds. When I say begin, I want you to point to 

each letter pair and tell me the sound the letter pair makes. You will continue until we have 
reached the last letter pair. Begin.”   

 Demonstrate by sweeping your finger from the left to right side across the first and second rows.  
*If using a guide, demonstrate using the guide by moving it down the chart and say,  

 “Move your guide down after you finish each row.” 
 Ask the student, “Would you like to hear the directions again?”   

*If so, repeat the directions.  If a student doesn’t seem to understand, repeat the directions. 
            *If a student is unable to name a letter sound after 5 seconds, please direct the student to move to 
             the next letter and say,  

 “Okay, let’s try this one.”    
Note: some students may require additional processing time between letters. 

            *If a student is unable to name any of the letters sounds in the first row, please say,  
 “Can you tell me the sounds of any letter pairs in the chart?” 

*If the student: 
• provides the letter name instead of the letter sound, say,  

 “Please tell me the sound of that letter pair.” 
• provides the letter sound in a language other than English, say,  

 “Please tell me the sound of the letter pair in English.” 
• loses his/her place, 

 redirect to the correct letter pair. 
SCORING 

If the student: 
• is correct, do not mark the letter and count it as correct. 
• self-corrects, write SC above the letter and count as correct. 
• says incorrect letter sound or does not say the sound, slash through the letter and count as 

incorrect. 
• says a long or short vowel sound, count as correct (either is acceptable). 
• says a hard or soft consonant sound for “c” or “g,” count as correct (either is acceptable). 
• is unable to accurately articulate the sound (due to a speech disorder, etc.), but demonstrates 

knowledge of the sound, count as correct. 
*Be aware that English Learners’ accents may affect the pronunciation of letter sounds. 

Use the Assessor Scoresheet to record student responses for the English Letter Sound 
Recognition measure. 

  

This page replaces page 5 of the Operational Assessor Booklet and Operational + Legacy Sounds 
Assessor Booklet and page 7 of the Operational + Legacy Letter Names Assessor Booklet 


