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APPENDIX O – GLOSSARY 

Accommodations:  A practice or procedure in presentation, response, setting, 
and timing or scheduling that, when used in an assessment, 
provides equitable access to all students. State-approved 
Accommodations do not compromise the learning 
expectations, construct, grade-level standard, or intended 
outcome of the assessment. 

Braille Embosser A Braille printer that produces Braille and supports tactile 
embossing of graphical representations (e.g., graphs, 
diagrams, tables) 

District Test Coordinator: District personnel responsible for the overall administration 
of testing in a district. 

Force Majeure: An extraordinary circumstance (e.g. a power outage or 
network disturbance lasting for more than one full school 
day) or act of nature (e.g. flooding, earthquake, volcano) 
which directly prevents a school from making reasonable 
attempts to adhere to the current year test schedule. 

Invalidation: The act omitting test results and student responses from the 
testing, reporting, and accountability systems for a given 
testing event for which the student may not retest.  For 
OAKS Online invalidated tests will count toward one of 
the student’s testing opportunities. 

Modifications: Any change away from a standard administration that is not 
listed in the Accommodations Tables is considered a 
Modification.  Any practice or procedure that compromises 
the intent of the assessment through a change in the 
achievement level, learning expectations, construct, grade-
level standard, or measured outcome of the assessment that is 
not authorized explicitly by the Oregon Accommodations 
Panel and listed on the state’s Accommodations Table. 

Official State Scoring Guide: An evaluation tool designed for scoring student work that 
includes specific, consistent assessment criteria for student 
performance and a 1-6 point scale to rate student work.  It is 
used by Oregon teachers to evaluate student work samples. 

Refreshable Braille Display Electronic device that outputs individual lines of text from a 
computer screen into Braille. 
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Regional ESD Partner: Regional system administrators who provide help desk 
services for assessment and data collection questions, as well 
as liaisons with ODE and with ODE’s testing contractors. 

 
Reset: The removal of student responses from the web-based testing 

application for a given testing event for which the student 
may retest. For OAKS Online reset tests will not count 
toward one of the student’s testing opportunities. 

Restricted Resource:  Any computer-based application, tool, functionality, or a non-
electronic resource approved by the Accommodations Panel 
that does not interfere with the measured construct, but has 
restricted availability and requires district documentation of 
individual student need prior to its use. 

School Test Coordinator: School personnel responsible for monitoring the testing 
process, Test Administrators, and the handling of paper test 
materials within individual schools. 

Test Administrator: District or school personnel or volunteer responsible for 
administering the Oregon Statewide Assessments in a secure 
manner in compliance with the policies and procedures in the 
Test Administration Manual.   

Testing Impropriety: The administration of an Oregon Statewide Assessment not 
in compliance with this Test Administration Manual. 

Testing Irregularity: Unusual circumstances that impact a group of students who 
are testing and may potentially affect student performance on 
the test or interpretation of those scores. 

Work Sample: Representative samples of individual student work that may 
cover one or more content areas and therefore may be scored 
using one or more official state scoring guide(s). 

 


