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APPENDIX N – NAEP ADMINISTRATION 

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is the largest continuing and nationally 
representative assessment of what U.S. students know and can do. Since 1969, NAEP has measured 
academic progress in subjects such as reading, math, science, writing, U.S. history, the arts, and 
economics. Under federal law, states and local educational agencies that receive Title I-A funds must 
participate in the biennial NAEP assessments of math and reading at grades 4 and 8. 

From January 27 – March 7, 2014, NAEP plans to assess 4th, 8th, and 12th grade students selected by 
the National Center for Education Statistics to represent students throughout the state and the 
nation. In 2014, NAEP will assess civics, geography, and U.S. history, as well as technology and 
engineering literacy at grade 8. In addition, selected 4th, 8th, and 12th graders will participate in a 
science pilot test, including interactive computer tasks to be administered from March 17 – April 18, 
2014.  

The results from NAEP are published as The Nation’s Report Card. For 2014, results will include 
information on student performance for the nation on the 8th grade social studies and technology 
and engineering literacy assessments. Results from the science pilot test will be used to prepare for 
the NAEP 2015 operational assessment. NAEP does not provide results for individual students, 
schools, or districts in Oregon.   

Testing procedures and training requirements for NAEP administration are established by the 
National Assessment Governing Board and the National Center for Education Statistics, not the 
Oregon Department of Education (ODE). This ensures that testing procedures are the same in 
every state to provide a common measure of student achievement. NAEP will send a team of 
trained Assessment Administrators to each school selected for NAEP. The team is responsible for 
providing all NAEP materials, administering the assessment to students, and administering surveys 
to school staff. This practice frees up the NAEP assessment time for principals, teachers, and 
counselors.   

ODE will work with schools selected for NAEP to prepare for the assessment. Schools participating 
in NAEP must notify the parents or guardians of the selected students that a student may be 
excused from participation for any reason, is not required to finish the assessment, and may skip any 
test question.  ODE will provide a template letter for schools to use in conducting parent/guardian 
notification. ODE will verify by email that each selected school has completed parent/guardian 
notification before the scheduled NAEP assessment day. 

ODE will provide an optional WebEx training session for the staff members designated as the 
NAEP school coordinators at selected schools. This training session will support the NAEP school 
coordinators to prepare for the assessment. The NAEP school coordinators must work with school 
staff members to update demographic data for selected students and to complete the Students with 
Disabilities Worksheet and the English Language Learner Worksheet. These worksheets document 
how students will participate in NAEP.  
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ODE expects that most students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) and all students 
with a Section 504 Plan will be included in NAEP. According to National Assessment Governing 
Board policy, only students with IEPs who participate in the OAKS Extended tests may be excluded 
from NAEP, if appropriate. 

ODE expects that most English Language Learners (ELL students) will be included in NAEP.  
According to National Assessment Governing Board policy, only ELL students enrolled in U.S. 
schools for less than one full academic year before the current school year may be excluded, if 
appropriate.   

Since some students may require accommodations in order to access the assessment and to 
demonstrate their knowledge and skills, NAEP offers most of the accommodations that Oregon 
allows on the state assessments. Please note that for NAEP the only students eligible to use 
accommodations are ELL students or students with disabilities.  If an accommodation that a student 
routinely uses on state assessments is not allowed for NAEP, the student’s parent or guardian may 
refuse to have the student participate. Please keep in mind that, unlike state assessments, NAEP 
does not produce results for individual students or schools. In other words, the NAEP assessments 
do not impose consequences for the student or the school and are instead intended purely to 
provide a picture of educational performance and progress.   

The NAEP Questions Tool, located online at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrls/, 
provides teachers, students, and parents with sample items from previous assessments. Additional 
NAEP materials, including assessment frameworks and item specifications, are available on the 
ODE web site at http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/naep/.  
 
Questions should be directed to Beth LaDuca, NAEP State Coordinator, at beth.laduca@state.or.us 
or 503-947-5836. 
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