
Test Administration Manual                                                          Appendix M – PSAT/NMSQT® Administration                                                  

2013-2014 

 

Office of Assessment and Information Services  M-1   Oregon Department of Education 

                                                                                                           

APPENDIX M – PSAT/NMSQT® 

ADMINISTRATION 

This appendix provides information from the College Board about administering the 
PSAT/NMSQT® to sophomores as provided by ORS 329.488 (2008). The 2007 Legislative 
Assembly directed the ODE to administer a nationally-normed test for students in grade 10 which 
would provide information on the student’s readiness for college or advanced-level course work, 
possible career options, and major areas of study to consider for the future. After issuing a 
competitive Request For Proposals (RFP), the ODE awarded the contract to the College Board, 

administrator of the PSAT/NMSQT
®

. 

Ordering PSAT/ NMSQT® Test Materials 

The PSAT/NMSQT® order deadline is June 28, 2013. Detailed information on ordering materials 
and administering the test are available from The College Board at 
http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/psat/about  FAQs have been posted on the ODE 
Web site at http://www.ode.state.or.us/apps/faqs/index.aspx?=145.  This information can also be 
found by entering PSAT in the yellow search box in the upper right-hand corner of the ODE Web 
site. PSAT/NMSQT® 2013 dates: Wednesday, October 16 or Saturday, October 19, 2013 

Testing Requirements 

The PSAT/NMSQT® is an assessment offered in Oregon; however, testing procedures and training 
requirements for administration of the PSAT/NMSQT® are governed by the College Board and 
Educational Testing Service, not ODE. While TAs may still refer to the testing procedures included 
in this manual as best practices when administering the PSAT/NMSQT®, TAs must follow the 
official PSAT/NMSQT® testing procedures provided by the College Board.  

All public high schools must offer students in grade 10 the opportunity to take the 
PSAT/NMSQT® on one of the two testing dates identified in the current year’s Test Schedule 
located in Appendix A. By taking the PSAT/NMSQT®, students receive MyCollege QuickStart™, 
and schools receive enhanced data reports about reading, writing, and math skills. 

When taken as a junior (11th grade), the National Merit Scholarship Corporation uses the 
PSAT/NMSQT® to qualify students for most academic scholarships. While districts may choose to 
offer the PSAT/NMSQT® to additional students in grades other than grade 10, districts should 
note that the state will only fund PSAT/NMSQT® testing for students in grade 10. Should the 
district choose to test additional students, the district must test those students on the same day as 
the grade 10 students in their building. 

The College Board provides fee waivers for impoverished juniors. While free and reduced lunch 
qualification is the criteria, the College Board recognizes that school officials are in the best position 
to assess a student’s need. These waivers should be ordered by June 14.  Questions should be 
directed to Annette Beamer at abeamer@collegeboard.org or 408-367-1430 Nancy Potter at 
npotter@collegeboard.org or 866-392-7078. PSAT 888-477-PSAT. 
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