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Introduction to Smarter 

Balanced (Timeline) 



Smarter Item Development 

Evidence Centered Design 



Smarter ELA Claims 

Place text 
here 

•Students can read closely and analytically to 
comprehend a range of increasingly 
complex literary and informational texts. 

Claim 1 

Reading 

•Students can produce effective and well-
grounded writing for a range of purposes and 
audiences. 

Claim 2 

 Writing 

•Students can employ effective speaking and 
listening skills for a range of purposes and 
audiences. 

Claim 3 

Speaking & Listening 

•Students can engage in research/inquiry to 
investigate topics, and to analyze, integrate, 
and present information. 

Claim 4 

Research 

English Language Arts/Literacy  

Claims  



SummAtive Assessment Test 

Specifications 

Math  

*Computer 
Adaptive Test (CAT) 
with SR, CR, TE items 

*Performance Task 

 

Given last 12-15 
weeks of school year 

ELA 

*Computer 
Adaptive Test (CAT) 
with SR, CR, TE items 

*Performance Task 

 

Given last 12-15 
weeks of school year 



Smarter Item Types Overview 

TEXT 

TEXT 

TEXT 

TXT 

EXT 

•Assess a broad range of content.  

•Scoring is objective, fast, and inexpensive to 
score. 

•Difficult to understand a student’s reasoning 
process and to assess higher-order thinking skills. 

 

•Require the student to generate a response as 
opposed to selecting a response. 

•Include both short and extended responses. 

•Allow students to demonstrate their use of 
complex thinking skills consistent with the 
expectations for college and career readiness. 

•Require students to demonstrate ability to think 
and reason, and produce fully developed 
products. 

•Measure complex “assessment targets.” 

•Provide evidence of college and career 
readiness. 

Smarter Balanced Item 

Types 



Sample Smarter 

Balanced Items with 

Social Sciences Context 















Sample Smarter Balanced 

Performance Tasks with Social 

Sciences Context 



Part 2 (70 minutes)  

Students refer to their notes as needed to compose a full-

length argumentative essay. Students are allowed access to 

the stimuli they examined in Part 1. Pre-writing, drafting, and 

revisions are involved.  

 

Scored Products  

Student responses to the constructed-response research 

questions at the end of Part 1 and the essay completed in 

Part 2 will be scored. Notes completed in Part 1 and pre-

writing and drafting in Part 2 will not be scored.  

 Grade 11 ELA Performance Task  

 

 Nuclear Power: Friend or Foe?  



 Grade 11 ELA Performance Task  

 Nuclear Power: Friend or Foe?  

Student Prompt (Real World Application): 
Back in the congresswoman’s office, you start to hand her your notes on the pros 

and cons of nuclear energy, but she waves away your papers.  

 

“Some emergency meetings have come up and I don’t have time 

to review your research notes,” she says. “Instead, go ahead and 

make a recommendation for our position on this nuclear power 

plant. Should we support the building of this nuclear plant in our 

state, or should we oppose the power company’s plan? Be sure that 

your recommendation acknowledges both sides of the issue so that 

people know that we have considered the issue carefully. I’ll review 

your report tonight and use it for the press conference tomorrow 

morning.”  
 

Write an argumentative report that recommends the position that your 

congresswoman should take on the plan to build a nuclear power plant 

in your state. Support your claim with evidence from the Internet sources 

you have read and viewed. You do not need to use all the sources, only 

the ones that most effectively and credibly support your position and 

your consideration of the opposing point of view.  



Resources 

www.ode.state.or.us/go/assessment 

 Smarter Balanced Website 
      http://www.smarterbalanced.org/ 

 

 Smarter Sample Items and Performance Tasks 
     http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarterbalanced-

assessments/#item    

 

 Smarter Item Writing and Review Materials 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-

assessments/item-writing-and-review/ 

 
 Common Core State Standards Toolkit 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3430  

 

 Common Core State Standards Assessment Resources 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3298  

 

Thank You!!! 
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