
 Writing – Interpreting Special Scoring Codes 

INTERPRETING SPECIAL SCORING CODES 
  
 

Explanation of codes reported in the SPECIAL CODES box 
 on the Preliminary Writing Class Roster 

 
 

SPECIAL SCORING CODES 
 
 
There are several conditions under which a student paper would not be scored when it is reviewed at a 
Scoring Site. The following information shows how these papers are coded and why they are considered 

not scorable. 
 

 

BL Blank.  The student writing folder has no writing in it. (The student may have been absent or 
exempted from the assessment.) 

 
TS Too short to score.  The paper is so short that scores would be meaningless (e.g., “Tuesday I 

had my cat de-clawed and I will always remember it.”). 

 
TL Too long to score.  The paper exceeds the length allowed in the Administration Manual: “The 

final copy should not exceed the space provided in the writing folder except for one additional 

paragraph to complete a thought begun on the previous page, not to exceed one-half of a page.”  
This code is not used if the student was tested under modified conditions or if the student has a 

disability which requires wider spaces in which to write. 

 
NE Non-English.  The paper is written mostly or totally in a language other than English.  (Note: 

This does not apply to papers written in Spanish. Spanish language papers are scored at a site 

where raters are specifically trained to score them.) 

 
IL Illegible.  Several raters have looked at the paper and cannot decode the words. This code is 

not used to indicate messiness. Papers that are coded as illegible are not readable at all. 

 
PV Profane or Graphically Violent.  The paper includes extreme violence or profanity well beyond 

usual community standards for school writing. 

 
MS Miscellaneous.  The paper has one or more of the following characteristics: 

 poetry, play, or all dialogue 

 plagiarism (source must be identified) 

 
OT Off-Topic.  At grade 7 and at the high school level, off-topic papers are not scored. 

 


