
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Fear in the Swamp” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 4 
The margin notes and the summary provided in response to question 1 support that this 
reader has an accurate literal understanding of main ideas and supporting details 
in this story. The information completed in the chart in response to question 2 is 
sufficient, but adds little additional evidence that might move this score above a 4. 
Question 3, while accurate, lacks discussion of subtleties or complexities in the text 
that would allow the reader to score a 5 in this trait.  
 
Develop an Interpretation: 4 
In the response to question 4, the reader has included textual evidence: (“Something 
big, black, and heavy came crashing through the swamp close to him, and with a yell of 
utter panic, Freckles ran.”).The interpretation made by the reader is reasonable, though 
obvious. The response to question 5 is also correct and reasonable, but skeletal. More 
textual evidence would be necessary for a higher score in this trait.  
 
Analyze Text: 3+ 
The text analysis reflected in the response to question 6 shows that the reader 
provides an overly general and simplistic analysis of how literary devices 
contribute to the effectiveness of the selection (“What makes the sentence effective 
is that it’s a transition from day to night, and the growling the night brings.”) The same 
limited, simplistic analysis is true of the response to question 7 (“Freckles character 
changes through the story. he isn’t scared anymore.”  The reader does include textual 
evidence to support the assertion that Freckles has changed, but not in any substantial 
way. Unfortunately, the margin notes do not contribute enough to move this “almost 
meets the standard” paper to a score of 4. 
 
 


