
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Fear in the Swamp” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 3 
The margin notes and the summary provided in response to question 1 support that this 
reader may show some misunderstanding of main ideas and supporting details in 
this passage: (“He brought a friend with him named Duncan. They were both terrified of 
being in the swamp. He did good because he was a bum and now he has a job and a 
house on his own.”).  The information completed in the chart in response to question 2 
and the discussion of what  Freckles goes through on his first repair job do add 
additional evidence of comprehension, but it not enough  to move the score above a 3 
as the paper shows only a partial understanding of the main ideas. 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 3 
In the response to question 4, the reader has identified several things that frightened 
Freckles, rather than focusing on what was most frightening. The interpretation is 
overly broad. However, the reader does provide textual evidence by including a quote 
from the passage. The weakness in the reader’s response to this trait occurs in question 
5, where the information presented by the reader is both limited and incorrect: (“I feel 
that duncan and Freckles don’t really have a connection besides as workers.”).The 
reader completely misses that Duncan is a mentor and protector for Freckles, and that 
Freckles wants Duncan to be proud of him as illustrated when Freckles showed Duncan 
the rattles.  
 
Analyze Text: 3 
The text analysis reflected in the response to question 6 shows that the reader provides 
overly general or simplistic analysis of how literary elements and devices 
contribute to the effectiveness of the selection (“They are trying to tell us that it is 
nasty in swamps. Just by reading that makes me have a different outlook on them and I 
am honestly afraid of them and whats in it.”). The reader fails to discuss the impact at 
this point in the passage, a discussion which might have resulted in a higher score here. 
The responses to question 7 do touch upon the change Freckles makes from someone 
who is inept and frightened to someone who is more skilled and confident; however, the 
inaccuracies of the facts detract greatly. The reader tends to go off on a personal 
opinion tangent instead of providing reasonable analysis based on textual evidence. 
 
 


