
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Fear in the Swamp” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 4+ 
The margin notes and the summary provided in response to question 1 support that this 
reader has an accurate understanding of the main ideas and supporting details in 
this selection: (“Freckles is pampered and well, not ready for the work he is about to 
face.”) In the summary written in response to question 1, the reader oversimplifies how 
the central event led to greater confidence; the story indicates this new confidence 
came over time and through a great deal of additional effort. In addition, the response to 
question 3 is not as complete as it could be to earn a score of a 5. Still, the information 
completed in the chart in response to question 2 is accurate and complete and there is 
extensive evidence throughout the responses that the reader is proficient in this trait. 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 5 
The response to question 4, where the reader identifies Freckles’ biggest fear, is an 
accurate interpretation of the text and the reader provides well-supported relevant, 
valid textual evidence. The response to question 5 is also solid, as the reader 
identifies the guide/teacher element of Duncan and Freckles’ relationship, again 
providing textual evidence. Three margin notes add to the analysis, one near the 
beginning of the story (“He’s afraid of Duncan’s authority”), and two near the end 
(“Duncan didn’t get told of his fears, or that Freckles ran,” and  “...he is proud and wants 
to show the person closest to him.”). A more complete explanation of those margin 
notes might have bumped this score even higher. 
 
Analyze Text: 4+ 
The text analysis reflected in the response to question 6 shows that the reader can 
provide some analysis of how literary devices contribute to the effectiveness of 
the selection. Without using the term, the reader accurately describes the 
personification used  (“This sentence makes The Limbelost alive and gives it the 
character of a wild animal.”) However, the analysis of the effectiveness of the sentence 
and its impact on the story is not developed enough to achieve a higher score. The 
response to question 7 is more complete, and provides relevant textual evidence, but 
the discussion is not so thorough that it quite reaches to the 5 level. 
 

 


