
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Fear in the Swamp” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 4 
The margin notes and the summary provided in response to question 1 support that this 
reader has an accurate literal understanding of main ideas and supporting details 
in this story. The information completed in the chart in response to question 2 shows 
that the reader has named the literal challenges faced by the protagonist. The response 
to question 3 demonstrates proficiency in meeting high school standards. This 
question, unlike questions 1 and 2, does not encourage readers to “stretch” with their 
responses. Though solid, all the responses lack discussion of subtleties or complexities 
in the text that would allow the reader to score a 5 in this trait.  
 
Develop an Interpretation: 4 
In the response to question 4, the reader has identified something that frightened 
Freckles, and then supplied quotes from the story (textual evidence) that support the 
reader’s answer. (“. .  with a yell of utter panic Freckles ran; how far he did not know.”). 
The interpretation made by this reader, is reasonable (“because it is the only time he 
ran away”). The explanation of the relationship between Freckles and Duncan in the 
response to question 5 does provide textual evidence of Duncan as a mentor: “He 
practiced at night under the direction of Duncan, until he grew sure in the use of his 
revolver.” However, this reader does not mention other aspects of the relationship, 
including Duncan as the person with whom Freckles lives, and Duncan as protector and 
rescuer. 
 
Analyze Text: 4 
The text analysis reflected in the response to question 6 shows that the reader can 
provide analysis of how literary devices contribute to the effectiveness of the 
selection (“The personification of the swamp gives the impression that it comes alive at 
night.”) However, this analysis is not developed enough to achieve a higher score, and 
the reader does not provide actual text for support. The response in question 7 is 
stronger in that it provides textual evidence for Freckle’s change during his time at the 
Limberlost. Using quotes from the story, the reader supports Freckle’s fears in the 
beginning: (“Each hour was torture for the boy . . . He was afraid for his life every 
minute.”). And the reader supplies a quotation to substantiate Freckle’s character at the 
end of the passage: (“. . . he was gradually developing the fearlessness that men ever 
acquire of dangers to which they are hourly accustomed.”). The reader has done a 
proficient  job of analyzing the text in this passage, but has not provided responses that 
are insightful and complex enough to merit a higher score. 
 
 


