
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Fear in the Swamp” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 3- 
The margin notes and the summary provided in response to question 1 
support that this reader has omitted significant details present in this 
passage. There is a partial understanding of the main idea, but 
information is limited. The information completed in the chart in response to 
question 2 adds little additional evidence that might move this score above 
a 3; though it is complete, it is skeletal. Question 3 is also sketchy. This 
writer would need to provide more evidence to receive a higher score. 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 2 
In the response to question 4, the reader has not specifically addressed the 
question. Additionally, there is not any textual evidence to support the 
reader’s position. This response is limited. In question 5, textual evidence 
is again missing. The reader fails to mention anything about how Freckles 
and Duncan feel towards each other. The response does not offer an 
interpretation. To receive a higher score in this trait, the reader would 
need to expand responses and provide quotations/evidence from the text. 
 
Analyze Text: 2 
The text analysis reflected in the response to question 6 shows that the 
reader did not address the personification of the swamp. The reader is 
wholly focused on Freckles. Also, there is no mention of the impact of the 
sentence in the story. The reader provides little or no analysis of how 
literary devices contribute to the effectiveness of the selection. 
Responses to both question 6 and question 7 lack any textual evidence. 
The response to question 7 does bump into the change in Freckles, though 
in a very simple way. The responses from this reader are not developed 
enough to achieve a higher score.  
 


