
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Fear in the Swamp” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 5- 
The margin notes and the summary provided in response to question 1 support that this 
reader has an accurate, thorough understanding of main ideas and supporting 
details in this selection: (“... explains the progress of a man named Freckles in his 
job.”).  The information completed in the chart in response to question 2 is accurate and 
complete, but, due to the nature of the chart, does not enhance the score. The response 
to question 3 recognizes subtleties, ambiguities and complexities as the reader 
discusses what Freckles went through and supports it with textual evidence. 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 5- 
The responses to questions 4 and 5 reveal that the reader can make note of 
complexities and implicit relationships in interpreting the text. In question 4, the 
reader provides well-supported textual evidence (“fear had so gained the mastery 
that he did not dare look behind him.”). The reader’s response to this question shows 
insight by considering the summative picture of Freckles’ fears, instead of merely 
focusing on a single fear. The reader’s response in question 5 is not quite as strong as 
the response to the previous question, though the reader again provides valid textual 
evidence. This response does not mention Duncan as a mentor—one important aspect 
of the relationship. The margin notes illustrate strength in the reader’s ability to develop 
an interpretation. 
 
Analyze Text: 5- 
The text analysis reflected in the response to question 6 provides specific, strong 
textual evidence, and shows that the reader can provide analysis of how literary 
devices contribute to the effectiveness of the selection (“If that specific quote was 
not used the character wouldn’t of been described enough for the reader to know and 
understand the situation he was in.”).  The response to question 7 is stronger, and does 
a complete job describing and supporting the change and development of Freckles’ 
character: (“He went from being scared for his life to being proud for his achievements 
which is a huge change...”).  
 


