
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Fear in the Swamp” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 6 
The extensive, accurate and insightful margin notes and the summary provided in 
response to question 1 support that this reader has an accurate, thorough 
understanding of the main ideas and supporting details. The information provided  
in the chart in response to question 2 is complete. The information presented in 
question 3 is enhanced by the thorough understanding demonstrated in the margin 
notes: (“Not used to such work & lose control when scared.”). While it is not necessary 
in this particular trait, the reader provides insight and personal information that amplify 
his answers. 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 6 
In the response to question 4, the reader identifies in depth that which is frightening to 
Freckles and then provides examples of textual evidence as support: (“He couldn’t see 
whether the dreaded snakes were on the trail, or, in the pandemonium, hear the 
rattle...”). A strength in this response is that the reader finds evidence within the 
passage to support his choice of the snake as the thing feared most by Freckles: 
(“...with this victory, his greatest fear was gone.”). The response to question 5 shows 
that the reader can make note of subtleties, complexities and implicit relationships 
in interpreting the text: (“The quote ‘...cut off his rattles to show Duncan’ suggests that 
they are pretty close and Freckles thinks of him as family, you know.”)  This reader’s 
responses demonstrate skills that exceed high school standards. 
 
Analyze Text: 6 
The text analysis reflected in the response to question 6 shows that the reader can 
provide thorough in-depth analysis of how literary devices contribute to the 
effectiveness of the selection (“It begins as an episode of fear and horror as the night 
draws closer and horrible animals start hunting. It create a kind of mood, a feeling that 
something Big is about to happen and it is not good”). Once again, question 7 illustrates 
this reader’s ability to provide specific, strong accurate textual evidence. The 
responses are insightful and complex. Freckles moves from “the seven miles of trail 
was agony at every step” to “He yet side-stepped, dodged and hurried to avoid being 
late again.” 
 
 


