
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Informational Text 
Task Title: “Are We Addicted to Smartphones?” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 3 
The margin notes show beginning understanding and interaction with the text. The 
response to question 1 only shows an ability to identify sources but not the problems the 
expert sees. Question 2’s response indicates an understanding of the term 
“nomophobia” with some explanation. To score the task at this point would result in a 
score of a 2 because of the limited responses. Reviewing the rest of the responses in 
the task gives a clearer picture of what the reader understands; however, the reader 
responses indicate incomplete or partial understanding of main ideas; a focus on 
isolated details; shows some misunderstanding of details. There are not enough 
responses to demonstrate proficiency. This moves the score for this trait to a 3.  
 
Develop an Interpretation: 3 
The reader’s responses are overly broad and simplistic with some 
misunderstanding in question 4. The responses demonstrate that the reader is 
“Getting the Gist” of some parts of the article, but the reader is not yet able to fully 
demonstrate “Reading between the lines.” The response to question 3 does reflect a 
partial understanding of the study, but it is supported more by personal opinion instead 
of textual evidence. The response to question 5 does more to demonstrate 
understanding of the article instead of developing an interpretation. 
 
 Analyze Text: 3 
The response to question 6 shows a general understanding of author’s purpose with 
some general textual references. The responses to questions 7 and 8 provide general 
judgments about the author’s ideas and strategies. While some general references 
are made, limited textual evidence is provided to support the judgments. (“The 
beginning helps have more of an understanding of the statistics of who all has a phone 
and identify what this article is talking about.”) 
 
  
 
 
 
 


