
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Informational Text 
Task Title: “Are We Addicted to Smartphones?” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 5 
To provide an accurate score in demonstrate understanding, the scorer will need to look 
throughout the responses to the task. The margin notes and the identification of the 
problems provided in response to question 1 support that this reader has an accurate 
literal understanding of main ideas and supporting details in this article, and the 
response to question 2 indicates a clear understanding of the word “nomophobia” and 
its connection to the article. The responses for questions 3 to 8 reveal a more thorough 
understanding of main ideas and supporting details, including those that are 
subtle/complex (“evolution of the cellphone addiction,” “how the cellphone could 
possibly become an epidemic in America”) and push the score for this trait to a 5. 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 4 
In the response to question 3, the reader identified an obvious connection to the 
article’s main idea but missed the more subtle connection between “iDisorder” and 
iPhones. Question 4’s response shows a reasonable generalization about the 
cellphone’s part in increasing some addictions but misunderstood the reference to 
cultural revolution. The obvious generalization in question 5 supports the score of 4 in 
this trait. There is some textual evidence in the responses to questions 3 and 4. 
 
Analyze Text: 4 
The author’s purpose is identified in the reader’s response to question 6 with some 
textual evidence. Response to question 7 demonstrates a reasoned judgment about 
the author’s idea to use sources. “The author relies heavily on the information from 
these experts and studies because…” The response continues with more information 
about the initial judgment and  textual reference. Question 8 shares another judgment 
and a personal view but does not raise the score above a solid 4.  
 
 
 
 


