
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Informational Text 
Task Title: “Are We Addicted to Smartphones?” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 5 
The margin notes are thorough and demonstrate some “notes to self,” summarization and 
interaction with the text. The identification of the problems provided in response to 
question 1 support that this reader has at least an accurate literal understanding of main 
ideas and supporting details. The response to question 2 indicates a clear understanding of 
the word “nomophobia” and provides an explanation and connection to the article with textual 
support. The responses for questions 3 and 4 reveal a more thorough understanding of main 
ideas and supporting details, including those that are subtle/complex (“the ‘i’ represents 
the popular ‘Apple’ brand that makes phones and other electronics.” Robert Weiss was trying to 
say that back in the past, changes or movements were loud and clear. Everyone knew what it 
was. Now in the present the changes are happening more subtle and technology based, it’s ‘not 
as clear’”). The responses, as a whole, are insightful and complex; they demonstrate skills 
that exceed high school standards and push the score for this trait to a 5. 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 6 
The reader responses are insightful and complex; they demonstrate skills that exceed 
high school standards. In the responses to questions 3 and 4, the reader provides insightful 
and thorough responses with well-supported relevant, valid textual evidence.  Question 3’s 
response demonstrates “Reading between the lines” as it connects iDisorder and Apple 
products with support through textual references and analysis. The response to question 4 is 
thorough and makes note of the subtleties, complexities, and implicit relationships in 
interpreting the text. The response outlines the key issues of comparing the last cultural 
revolution to this one with use of technology. In addition, the response provides a conclusion 
supported with relevant textual evidence (“Weiss was trying to say that our culture is evolving 
to a more technology based, and less with social skills and less on  the ‘streets’ or the real world. 
“* Weiss was referring ‘quieter’ to phone use*”). Question 5’s response continues to demonstrate 
insightful conclusions and analysis of the importance of the therapy technique (“Walking in 
nature or any other hobbies can be escape from their addictions. It can make them forget about 
their addiction for a while and can help clear their heads. It can bring inner peace and a sense of 
calmness to their life.”). The thoroughness of the responses demonstrates a score of 6 in this 
trait. 
 
Analyze Text: 5 
The author’s purpose is clearly identified and defended in the reader’s response to question 6 
with textual evidence. (“The author was trying to inform us. I can tell it’s not to entertain 
because… It’s not to persuade because…The text evidence that helped me…”). There is also a 
reasoned judgment about the author’s use of sources and their effectiveness with specific, 
strong, accurate textual evidence in response to question 7. Question 8’s response continues 
to demonstrate insightful conclusions and analysis of the importance of including the 
information used in the article (“It makes the reader relate to the article and is relatable to their 
current life…”). This evidence supports a score of a 5 in this trait.  

  
 


