
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Informational Text 
Task Title: “Exercising Options” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 5 
The responses to questions 1 and 2 indicate an accurate and thorough 
understanding of the main ideas and supporting details of both articles. The reader 
shows a strong grasp of the supporting details, even those that are subtle or complex. 
The reader quotes extensively from the text in these responses, which might in some 
cases trigger questions about whether the reader truly comprehends the content or is 
masking confusion by repeating back the exact wording of the article. However, in this 
case the quotes are so well-chosen and incorporated so seamlessly into the responses 
that it is clear the reader has a thorough understanding of the material.  
 
Develop an Interpretation: 5+ 
The completion of the Venn diagram is much more thorough than typical responses to 
this question and the reader points out some subtle differences and implicit 
relationships or connections between the articles (“Many subjects under study” vs. 
“One subject studied”; “Protective against diseases” vs. “Restorative”; “Many functions” 
vs. “Singular function”). The response to question 4 makes predictions based on each of 
the two articles and offers valid textual evidence for both predictions.  
 
Analyze Text: 5+ 
In  question 5, the response focuses more on the messages the authors are trying to 
convey than on the purpose behind the writing (to inform, to persuade, to entertain—
which is more the intent of a question that should be revised to clarify what is being 
asked). However, the reader does provide textual evidence for each of the two 
“purposes” that are listed in the chart for each of the two articles, while making 
reasoned judgments about the authors’ ideas. The response to question 6 
demonstrates that the reader can show in-depth analysis of how a writer’s 
strategies contribute to the effectiveness of a selection.  All three “Author choices” 
listed in the far left column are strong examples of strategies one or both of the authors 
used in these articles (“List examples, Simile, Questions”). In each case, the reader has 
provided specific, strong, and accurate textual evidence to illustrate the strategy. 
The reader than provides well-reasoned assertions about the impact the strategies 
have on the effectiveness of the selection (e.g., “Asks a question that may reflect 
what the reader is thinking, giving them a pause to reflect on what they’ve read before 
smoothly transitioning to the next segment.”).  


