
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Ex-Basketball Player” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 4 
The reader’s response to question 1 reflects an accurate understanding of the main 
ideas and supporting details in the poem (“Flick was a basketball player who is tall 
and god-like in basketball...He is a worker now, a mature and quiet worker...”).  The 
response to question 2 adds little more than what was covered more thoroughly in the 
first question. Margin notes indicate a confusion about who Mae is, a confusion that is 
echoed in other parts of the responses, but that is more of an interpretation issue where 
the reader is attempting to read into the poem something that is not really supported by 
textual evidence.    
 
Develop an Interpretation: 3 
The reader identifies a potential theme in the response to question 3, but the theme 
identified is somewhat simplistic and is not adequately supported through textual 
evidence (“What you’d love to do does not mean you can do it to live due to the 
environmental limitations”). The reader blames Flick’s current empty life on living in a 
small town which lacks a basketball team, and the evidence provided is not relevant to 
this interpretation (“As a gag, he dribbles an inner tube...”). The prediction made in 
response to question 4 is most likely inaccurate since all of the evidence in the poem 
indicates that Flick is unmotivated to make any changes in his life and shows signs of 
living in the past.   
 
Analyze Text: 3 
The response to question 5 shows a superficial analysis of why the author created the 
images relating to Flick’s hands; the explanation of the first reference to Flick’s hands is 
accurate, but the analysis of the second reference—to Flick’s hands being “fine and 
nervous on the lug wrench”—is both inaccurate (“...shows that he loves basketball and 
is in desire to play it...” and superficial (“It gives the peom more information on the 
other side of Flick’s being an adult.”).  Similar problems occur with accuracy in question 
6 (“The second stanza also gives reader an image of how special Flick is, saying that 
the others are dumb and put an imagery of how unpopularized the town was.”). The 
final response adds little additional text analysis and shows once again that the student 
struggled to interpret certain elements of the poem. 
 


