
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Ex-Basketball Player” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 3 
The reader’s margin notes reflect at least a partial understanding of the main ideas, 
although not all of the notes link directly back to specific statements in the text (e.g., 
“Regrets not sticking to playing basketball.”) The response to question 1 again shows at 
least a partial understanding, although the statement that Flick reminisces “on what 
could have been if he had kept playing basketball” is somewhat off the mark in terms of 
what is happening in the poem. The incomplete response to question 2 adds nothing to 
boost the reader’s score in the trait of Demonstrate Understanding. 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 3 
The reader identifies a potential theme in the response to question 3, but the theme 
identified is somewhat simplistic and is not adequately supported through textual 
evidence. The line “He never learned a trade, he just sells gas,” indicates that Flick’s 
mistake was not so much failing to pursue a basketball career, but rather his failure to 
pursue developing skills that could have served him better in life off the court. The 
prediction made in response to question 4 is most likely accurate but it is not supported 
by specific textual evidence (“...because he doesn’t seem motivated to do anything 
else.”).  
 
Analyze Text: 3- 
The responses to questions 5 and 6 are the weakest on this particular task; an 
argument could be made for a “2” score in this particular trait. The response to question 
5 shows not only a simplistic analysis of why the author created the images relating to 
Flick’s hands, but also a misinterpretation of what the poem appears to be saying 
(“...maybe Flick was always nervous, and that caused his hand to shake so he 
eventually couldn’t play basketball anymore.”). A similar observation is made in the 
response to question 7. The response to question 6 (“He uses personification to give us 
a little more details about Flick.”) is a reasonable start, but it identifies the device 
(personification) without an explanation of its effectiveness. 
 


