
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Ex-Basketball Player” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 5 
Margin notes and the responses to the first two questions indicate that this reader has 
an accurate, thorough understanding of the main ideas and supporting details. 
There are several examples of where the reader points out subtleties in the text, 
including references to the closeness of Berth’s garage to Flick’s high school, the 
comparison of the gas pumps to basketball players (“Five on a side...”) and Flick’s 
inability to escape or surpass the success of his youth (“pinball and candy probably 
remind Flick of his youth”). 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 4 
The responses to questions 3 and 4 reveal that the reader can present reasonable 
interpretations of the poem’s themes and ideas. The first part of the response to 
question 3 is somewhat off-target (“John Updike...is hoping to convey a message to 
young people to enjoy their youth while they have it.”). The last part of this response is 
somewhat stronger and is accompanied by textual evidence (“When Updike talks 
about Flick’s adulthood, he states, ‘he just sells gas, checks oil, and changes flats.’ This 
is in an attempt to persuade the audience to cherish their youth and make successful 
lives for themselves.”). The response to question 4 is also perhaps a bit of a reach 
(there is no clear indication in the poem that Flick is near death), but the reader does 
provide textual evidence in an attempt to prove his/her point. 
 
Analyze Text: 5 
The text analysis reflected in the response to question 5 shows that the reader can 
provide thorough analysis of how literary devices contribute to the effectiveness 
of the selection (“This shows how much Flick’s mannerisms have changed from high 
school to adulthood...”). In the response to question 6, the reader not only defines what 
the device of personification is, but also talks about its impact on the poem (“This effect 
this has on the poem’s meaning is it shows how Flick still thinks about basketball all the 
time...”). The response to question 7 provides additional text analysis, pointing out how 
the physical proximity of Flick’s workplace to his high school shows how limited his 
progress has been since his basketball-playing days. This is also remarked upon in the 
reader’s margin notes. 
 


