
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Ex-Basketball Player” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 3- 
The summary of the poem in the response to question 1 reveals that the reader has an 
incomplete or partial understanding of the main ideas. The reader recognizes that a 
comparison is taking place between Flick’s high school experience as a basketball 
player and his current work at a “car shop.” The reader’s completion of the Venn 
diagram in question 2 is, to some extent, inaccurate (there is no textual support for 
Flick being a “hard worker” or having “big hands”). The final margin note shows a lack 
of understanding of the relationship of ideas (“This paragraph confused me. Did not 
feel like it went with the poem.”). 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 2 
The reader’s response to question 3 is, at best, simplistic, and reflects a 
misunderstanding of the text’s theme (“...when you go through life, life will change 
rapidly.”). The evidence the reader uses to illustrate this theme (“...when Updike said 
flick never learned a trade.”) is relevant to the poem’s true theme, but not to the one the 
reader identifies. The reader makes a prediction in response to question 4 (“...he is 
going to go back to college and start playing basketball again.”), but the prediction is not 
supported by the text.  
 
Analyze Text: 2 
The response to question 5 shows an incorrect understanding of the author’s 
purpose in talking about Flick’s hands (“The author wants you to imagen how fast flicks 
hands are.”). The question 6 response provides little analysis of how Updike’s use of 
personification affects the poem’s meaning (“Updike’s purpose to use personification 
was for us to imagen what he is trying to describe to us in the paragraph.”). Text 
analysis in the margin notes is similarly vague and limited: “I like how they describe this 
paragraph. It’s very descriptive.” “Easy to imagine what this paragraph is talking about.” 
“Very descriptive of what flicks hands look like.”  
 
 


