
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Ex-Basketball Player” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 5 
Margin notes and the responses to the first two questions indicate that this reader has 
an accurate, thorough understanding of the main ideas and supporting details. 
There are several examples of where the reader points out subtleties in the text, 
including specific observations in the margin notes about what is occurring in each of 
the stanzas (“The author is describing specific landmarks and their location and 
correlation to one another.”) and a summary of the main idea at the end of question 1 
(“It is a story of unfullfilled dreams.”). There is a small misconception that Flick is 
“running a gas station,” but this is not significant enough to lower the score below a 5. 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 5 
The responses to questions 3 and 4 reveal that the reader can make note of 
subtleties and implicit relationships when interpreting text. The reader notes that 
Updike has revealed a “universal theme...the theme that dreams fall short after 
highschool.” In the response to question 3, the reader uses textual support from 
several parts of the poem (“an amazing player,” “inspiration to the town,” “lack of 
education”), but needs to provide the specific lines in the text as support to move this 
closer to a 6. The response to question 4 is similarly accurate (“I think Flick will continue 
on to run the gas station...”), but this time the reader moves on to provide textual 
evidence in an attempt to prove his/her point. The reader’s final observation in question 
4 shows some insight: “The love for the game will die with him.” 
 
Analyze Text: 5+ 
Some evidence of text analysis occurs in the margin notes (“Updike talks about Flick 
and his life after highschool in a sad tone of possibly wasted talent”) and the reader also 
makes an attempt to interpret figurative language and images in the poem. The text 
analysis in the response to question 5 shows that the reader can provide thorough 
analysis of how literary devices contribute to the effectiveness of the selection 
(“Flick’s hands represent his past life and the person he is today...”). The reader 
extends the analysis to the line, “It makes no difference to the lug wrench though,” 
which the reader notes is intended to convey that in Flick’s current job, it “makes no 
difference if he has skilled hands or not.” In the response to question 6, the reader does 
a strong job of identifying the purpose of the personification, supporting the response 
with a specific line from the poem, and then commenting on the symbolism of Flick’s 
presence among the pumps (“...a symbol of his life today. He has already faded into the 
background of his small-town.”). Further analysis occurs in question 7, where the reader 
observes that the first stanza is “a kind of metaphor for Flick Webb’s life,” and then 
comments on how the references to the pumps and candy help establish the time 
period and convey a mood. 
 


