
Reading Work Sample Exemplar: Literary Text 
Task Title: “Ex-Basketball Player” 

 
SCORES AND COMMENTARY 

(Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Reading Scoring Guide): 
 

Demonstrate Understanding: 5 
Margin notes and the responses to the first two questions indicate that this reader has 
an accurate, thorough understanding of the main ideas and supporting details. 
There are several examples of where the reader has focused in on some subtleties in 
the text, including Flick’s lack of friends and interests as an adult (“Even when he is off 
work, he just hangs around Mae’s luncheonette by himself and plays pinball.”).  The 
margin notes are fairly extensive and provide evidence of literal comprehension as well 
as insights that support higher scores in the traits of Develop an Interpretation and 
Analyze Text. 
 
Develop an Interpretation: 5 
The responses to questions 3 and 4 reveal that the reader can make note of 
complexities and implicit relationships in interpreting the text. In question 3, the 
reader provides a pretty thorough explanation relating to the line “It makes no 
difference to the lug wrench, though.” (“It shows that things like the placement and 
firmness of his hands were important back in his basketball days, but that doesn’t 
matter now that he’s just pumping gas.”). Elements of the poem’s theme are addressed 
in the responses to questions 3 and 4, and are supported with relevant, valid textual 
evidence (“Updike says, ‘He never learned a trade, just sells gas, checks oil, and 
changes flats...’ In high school, he probably wasn’t too concerned with the future 
because of how good he was at basketball, and that did not end well for him.”  
 
Analyze Text: 5 
The text analysis reflected in the response to question 5 shows that the reader can 
provide thorough analysis of how literary devices contribute to the effectiveness 
of the selection (“Updike probably meant the second sentence to serve as a metaphor. 
It doesn’t really matter that his hands are ‘fine and nervous’ because all he does is 
pump gas and fix cars.”). The response to question 6 is not as developed as it might be 
to earn a 5, but additional evidence, along with textual support, in question 7 and in the 
margin notes combine to establish an “exceeds” level of performance in the trait of 
Analyze Text.  
 
 


